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FOREWORD

Word-of-mouth communication is perhaps the mosv neglected
means of transmitting information, news, and appeals in the whole
arsenal of psychological operations. The prinecival barrier to its
effective use in the past has been its seemingly unpredictable nature:
some ruinors die out quickly, message content is often wildly distorted,
information may fail to reach the intended audience.

In recent years, however, an impressive body of research findings
has been accumulating, in such diverse fields as psychology, sociology,
political science, marketing, disaster relief, and agricultural innovation
which suggests that regnlarviiles and patterns exist in the diffusion
of information and influence from one person to another. An under-
standing of these patterns should make it possible to use informal
communications with much greater confidence than in the past—
either as an adjunct to the conventional media or as a substitute for
them in regions and situations where, for any reason, access to press
and radio is denied large segments of the population. These findings
also suggest the potential for understanding and even making use of
informal comamunications in operational situations.

Recognizing the need for research which could apply the accumulat-
ing knowledge of informal word-of-mouth communication to the
needs of psychological operations, the Army requested SORO to
undértake Project PROPIN, a series of studies of word-of-mouth
communication in various countries.

Bgsicaily, the Project PROPIN studies attempt to answer the
question: “WHO says WHAT through the WORD-OF-MOUTH
CHANNEL to WHOM with what EFFECT?” In. this study,
PROPIN-CCA, data were collected relevant to all the key elements
of this question. Several general tendencies and broad patterns—
some of them not previously suggested by China area specialists—were
discovered and are described in this report. Gther PROPIN country
studies now in pregress are further developing and refining the theory
and methods basic to this hitherto almost unstudied field of com-
munication research.

I believe that in both its general and specific aspects the present
report will provide the Army with a tool of substantive usefulness.

Kai E. Rasmussen

Director

Special Operations Research Office
Washington, D.C.
September 1961
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CHAPTER I

INTR.DUCTION AN D SUMMARY

A IN TROD UCTION

PROPIN -CCA is a study of Word-r\f—mouth communication in the
Chinese Communist Army (CCA) today. It is one of a series of

P

Projectt PROPIN research studies of word-of-mouth communication

conducted for the Department offthe Army by the Special Operations
Research- Offce. It' complements the PROPIN-Chine report (in
process of publication), a general study of word-of-mouth communi-
cation in Communist China. -

PROPIN-CCA is de&gned ‘tofserve as a guide to the use of the
word-of-mouth medium in psychologlcal operations by indicating to
what -extent and by what means méssages could be introduced into
streams of word-of-mouth information diffusion with a maximum
chance of reaching prbselected audiences in the CCA. Ia addition
to fulﬁlhng its psyops-oriented task, this study hss discovered certain
aspects of word-of-mouth communication relevant to unconventional
warfare field operations. :

- The general character of this report may be summarized as follows:

a. It describes the role of word-of-mouth communication in the
CCA as a mass medium which supplements and, in some

- situations, replaces the conventional mass media.

b. It broadly identifies and describes specific aspects of word-of-
mouth communication in the CCA, during both peace and
war, which make it a valuable weapon in the arsenal of
psychological operations. '

c. It particuldrly identifies and describes a relationship between
Chinese soldiers and civilians which suggests that effective
use can be made of civilians as an intermediary between the
psychological operations ¢:licer and the CClA.

This report synthesizes date. irom four SORO studies:

" I. A study based on interviews on Taiwan with 296 CCA
veterans captured during the Korean War. This study
| mtenswely explores word-of-mouth communication factors

as they existed in 1951. (Annexes 1—4)

II. A documentary study of the CCA since the Korean War.
This ‘study examines the social structure within which com-
munication obcurs and provided hvpot%eses for up-dating
the data in Study (Annexes 5 and 6)

This document contains *
blank pages that were

not filmed
I




1I1. A study based on interviews on Taiwan with 28 CCA
vetorans who fled tho mainland as reeently as 1957, This
study surveys word-of-mouth communication factors as
they existed in 1954-57. It partially verifies the up-dated
findings resulting from consideraiion of Studies I and II.
(Annex 7)

IV. The PROPIN-CHINA study. The major findings of the
CCA studies aro compared for consistency with the genceral
conclusions and insights obtained in this earlior study of
word-of-inouth communieation in China. (Published
separately.)

This syuthesis of soveral independoent sets and types of data was
necessnry to up-date the findings of the basic interview material
obtained from the CCA Korcan War veterans, to describe the social
context in which this communication occurred, and to test the findings
against data derived from other sources.

PROPIN-CCA is presented in two parts:

(1) Part A, The Report, synthesizes and summarizes only those
findings of the research which remain applicable today and
draws inferences and implications judged relevant to psy-
chologieal operations, It may be read indepcndently of the
second part.

(2) Purt B, The Research, supplics the detailed data, analvses,
and doculwcntation underlying Part A. In format it is a
series of annexes to Part A.

The foliowing terms are used throughout this report with the

meanings indicated:

Word-of-Mouth Communication: The oral dissemination
or exchange of information by informal face-to-face con-
tact between persons or between a person and a group.
Audience: Any category of persons sharing certain char-
acteristics which could be instrumental in implementing
the objectives of psychological operations.
Respondent: Each of the 296 Korean War or 28 post-
Koreun War veterans interviewed by SORO on Taiwan,
Informant: Any person who transmits information fto
either a respondent or o member of an audionce.
CCA: An abbreviation for the Chinese Communist army
which the Communists officially designate the *“People’s
Liberation Army” (PLA). The navy and air force, sl-
though an integral part of the “PLA,” are not included
in this study. The militia and other non-*PLA” internal
security forces are also excluded.
CCF: The official UN Command abbroviation for “Chinese
Jommunist Forees,” tho cloments of the CCA serving in
Korca in 1950-53 as so-called “volunteers.” .




B. SUMMARY

The goenerai conclusions presented below take into account the
extonsive changes since the Korean War in the composition of the
CCA, the charactoristics of the Chinese Communist soldier, and the
conditions under which he lives, works, and fights. Among these
changes are somo which presumably serve to make the soldier of
toduy less suseeptible Lo persunsion or subversion than the soldier of
a deeade ago:

a. climination of Nationalist army veterans who formed a major
part of the CCA in 1951;

b. iutensified political indoctrination and control;

e. gonorally better pay, food, clothing, and billeting.

Other changes, presumably msking today’s soldier more susceptible,
include:

d. increased literacy, so that all soldiers are now at least partly
literate;

e. groater stratification in rank, resulting in an army of 3-year
conseripts serving under carcer officers, and creating new
tonsions between the ranks.

Taking these changes into account, the following general conelusions
appoar to hold true:

1. The Chinese Communist soldier, like the Chinese Communist
civilinn, depends houvily on sther porsone for information ehout hie
own country, the outside world, and all matters beyond his imme-
diate obscrvation. This dependence inereases inversely with rank
and education, that is, the lower ranking and less educated soldiers
rely somowhat more on word-of-mouth informants.

2. There is less diffusion of information in the CCA {from the
fow to the many than among Chinese civilians. It is likely to pass
from man to man in the context of a friendship network. It mainly
flows within each level of rank; however, there is some direct exchange
betwaen EM and NCOs, between NCOs and officers, and even
between EM and officers.

3. The political officer is an important exception to this last
generalization. He is a major source of inforination for all ranks and
is tho most important single informant on military developments for
troops in combat. However, he would be most unlikely to know-
ingly pass any information or ideas contrary to Communist policy,
and therefore is not a promising target for psyops.

4, Because of tight official control, the conventional mass media
in Mainland China offer very limited opportuiiiites for exploitation
by U.S. psychological operations. Government and army news-
papers are an imporiant source of information for troops. Domuestic
radio broadcasts reach a small audience, and controlled distribution
of short and medium wave sets renders foreign radio broadcasts
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innceessible excopt to eovtain politieally relinble personnel.  Magn-
zines, books, films, and the theater are also closely supervised.
Although it might bo possible to infiltrate some subily camouflaged
propaganda into these medin, this would unquestionably be most
difticult.

5. Though tho smmediate (cold war) potential of psychological
operations against the CCA is limited, the possibilitics would be much
more extensive under conditions of war, limited ov total, UN leailet
and loudspoaker operations veere effective with Chinese Lroops in
Koren, and it ig probable they would be effective again under similar
conditions. Many SORO respondoents considered leaflets and loud-
spoeaker broadeasts the source of most information about the military
situation during the Korean War. Tncreased literncy should augment
the accessibility of leaflets in future operations.

6. Tho most promising channel of aceess to the CCA is provided
by civilians. They are a major source of information for soldiers in
Mainland China, and the principal source of unofficial and potentially
clandestine information. Efforts by tho regime to limit contacts
botween soldiers and eivilinng have been only partly suecessful. The
rudimentary CCA commissary system makes it necessary for each
unit to purchuse many supplies on the local market, and this provides
regular opportunitics for most soldiers to talk informally with civilians.
Psvchological oporations addressed to Chinese civilians in the vicinity
of troop concentrations would thercfore offer » ressonable chanee of
infiltrating messages into CCA word-of-mouth channels.

7. If CCA expeditionary forces should be sent into Southeast
Asia, the lurgo Overseas Chinese communities there would constitute
o highly important potential intermediary for subversive messages.
Many Overseas Chinese are engaged in merchandising and would,
therefore, be likely to ecucounter CCA persounel on purchasing
dotails, as Chinese civilians on the mainland do now. Moreover,
many have radios and read newspapers and are already fanmiliar with
U.S. broadeasts and publications. Presumably, therefore, they are
both accessible and susceptible to U.S. propagunda.

8. Becauso information appears to flow slowly in a person-to-
person chain rather than being rapidly diffused, effective psychological
operations would probably roquire massive bombardment, approaching
saturation, or constant repetition over a considerable period.

9. Propagandsa addregsed to CCA troops in combat is apt to be
most cffective in commanding attention and c¢stablishing credibility
if it contains rolinble news of the military situation, News from
home also can be used effoctively for the same purpose.

10. EM are the most susceptible of all CCA ranks to U.S. psyops.
NCOs are less susceptible than EM, but much more so than officers
who are the least suscoptible rank. In genoral, all ranks are about
equally aceessible to oxisting psyops and mass media; however,

6




politieal officors assigned, as monifors or analysts of forcign and
enomy propagauda are a Ssmowhatt feaptive’” sudience.

It may be concluded thatihe CCA docs indeed offer o target for
psychological oporations. It 3§ a fough, well-armored target; but it
is not impoenetrable. "The most promising peint of entry to Chinese
troops both at home and abroad appears te be through local Chinese
civilians. Tnformation thus introdnced would circulate within cach
rank and to some degres between ranks, although neither as rapidly
nor as widely as among civilians, Furthermore, the CCA appears
vulnorable to intensive leaflet and loudspeaker hombardient, par-
ticularly if this provides convineing news of the military situation or
of home and family. }‘\
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CHAPTER IT

STRUCTURE, COMPOSITION, AND POLITICAL
TRADITION OF THE CCA

This chapter describes the vrganizational structure, changing com-
position, and the traditions of both political warfare and political
control in the Chinese Communist army (CCA). Its purpose is to
provide the background necessary for understanding communication
behavior in the CCA and its implications for psychological operations
described in the following chapters. A more comprehensive account
appears in Annex 5. :

A. POLITICAL TRADITION AND CONTROL

The CCA is a politically conscious army. From its creation in
1927, its commanders have successfully fused civil administration
tnd politicul propagnida with the wonventional military arts. Mozt
senior army commanders and high government officials including
Mno Tse-tung have alternated between civil and military posts.
Similarly, half the CCA elite today ulso occupy top Communist
Party offices.

Throughout its 34-year history the CCA has both employed and
been subjected to intensive psychological warfare. It has waged
psywar against the Chinese Nationalist Government and army con-
tinuously since 1027, aguninst the Japanese invaders from 1937 to
1945, and against the United Nations Command in Korea from 1950
to 10563, Concurrently, it was the target of propaganda from the
Nationalists, the Jupanese, and the UN Command,

The political tradition in the CCA is an inheritance from the.
Kuomintand, which around 1923 adopied both agitstion and propa-
ganda techniques and the political officer and “‘democratic centralism”
systems from President Sun Yat-sen’s Soviet advisers. As both the
Nationalist and Communist Governments and armies have retained
much of this early Soviet organizational system, since 1927 any
Chinese changing sides changes ideology but not necessarily routine.

"The Soviet Army finally abandoned its system of political com-
missars in 1942 as a crippling interference with conventional military
operations. However, the CCA retains a political hierarchy parallel
to and integrated with the regular military hierarchy. 'T'his political
hierarchy is called the General Political Department (GPD).

618671—01-——--2
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Durin the reprd evpensxon of the CCA from 1948 through the
Korean:iWar, the'’ regulnr militery . officer was seldom a hard-core
Commuﬁhst eud often an’” untruqted ex—l\ atlonehst Coneoquen’rly, '
the’ GP) pohtlcel ofﬁeer Was pertlcularly .prominent during that time
as the overseer spy; end propagendmt for maintaining the regime’s
control over such. pohtmally tnreligble personnel Today, however,
vmtuelly all former Netlohelfef_;ofﬁcers ex%d men have been eliminated -
bv a combmetlon demobrhzetlon. extensive purge, and Korean War

“‘cannon fodd‘er"’ a,ttmtlon Asgall CCA olﬁcers now undergo intensive
pohtxcel screemng ‘and tremmg both. bef bre and after receiving their
commissions, more ‘military commander“ are now eligible to become
GPD pohtlcel ofﬁcers o

Pohtmel orthodoxy 1n the CCA is promoted by two dev1ces (1)
the pohoy of placmg only nard—oore ‘Communists in senior command;
pocutlons, end (2) the GPD system of political officers and cadres.

Perty supervrsmn of the urmy is, ewcerclsed through the GPD hler-.
arehmel structure penetretmg every lev"el of the military hlerarchy.
down to company level. In addition, the GPD utilizes polltmally
reliable individuals at lower levels, mcludmg a pohtmal warrior”” in
each squad ‘ R i Con : AR

To overcome host1ht1es whlch had developed both among ofﬁcers and,
between mlllta,ry personrlel and c1v111ans) the Communist Party in 1956
sterted_.,&n intensive 54 rear polltlcal 1hdoctrmetlon course for -all
of‘icers wrth rank of major and above Desplte this’ effort, the Direc-
tor ‘of the GPD pubhcly admltted in late, 1957 that serious 1deolog1cel-

émtxons still exrsted emonc CCA oﬁieers In Auvust 1958 Marshal

}ClElU Teh announced o tlghtenmg of polltmel control in the CCA.

Finally, in September %the GPD ordered that all officers serve as
privates et company level for 8 month eech year in a unit other than-
their own. Within 6 months 150, 000 ofﬁcers moludmg 160 generals
had' seen such service. This progrem of ‘“simulated - demotlon”t
.z,sw-fang) eontmues on an 1ntens1ve and well- pubhclzed basis. :
The inauguration and strict maintenance of a formal hlererchy of
m1htery ranks has tended to dlscourecre the oomredeshlp betweenf
officers and men wh}ch cherecterlzed the. CCA before 1955 Oﬂieers
are nOw- dlstmo'ulshed from the, common sold1ers by merkedly dlfferent
and superior 1 umforms insignia, pay, food, billeting, and opp01 tunities
for. advencement The gap between oiﬁcers and men is further in-
creesed by the 3-yeer conscrlptlon service ;which has ehmmated the

likeliiood of a mlhtery career for EM and N COs. -Officers, however
N =3
being’expected. to meke thelr cereer in the army, continue as a fullv

,s1onel class.

Feportedly. sham’ “Lre'ldshxp’r bntween ofﬁcerq and men is now
some; fimes rexhibited in the rare intervals of relaxatmn or during the
pubhc celebmtmn of certain fest1ve occasions. On such public oc-
casions as Army Dm, Netmnal Dev, and ths dedicetion of new

10




coustruclion projects, oflicers and men may pecform folk dunces,
opera, or other entertainments in mixed groups und may exchange
comradely greeting with civilians, IFollowing these special occasions,
the ollicers and men revert to their own separate groups.

The ever-watchful GI’D political porsonuel are instrueted to disap-
prove the growth of any close friendships between officers and men.
No oflicer 1s permitted to praise or veward his men cxcept in official
mootings of the unit. 'When oflicers are serving in the ranks under the
policy of “simulated demotion,” the common soldicrs sve instructed
to treat the neweomers as if they were of their own rank. However,
there is good evidence that fow take this seriously.

As noarly all former Nationalist officers and men have now been
climinated from the CCA, this once major potential source of defection
has disappeared. The substitution of a centralized regular army
systom for the field army systemn in 1953 and a centralized civil
ndministration for the military government of regional areas in 1954
effectivoly removed both the temptation and likelithood of a reestab-
lishment of semi-independent “warlords” at the provinecial and
regional lovels.

In 1957, Mro Tsc-tung encouraged the uninhibited public criticism
of the regime, This so-called “hundred flowers” ealmpaign continued
into 1958 when the regime decided it had served its several purposes.
owever, a number of long-suspected CCA vulnerabilities had already
come to {ull light. Both the Director of the GPD and the Chief of the
General Staft confirmed serious strains existing between officers and
their men, betweon Communist cadre and nonparty personnel, and
between the CCA and the civil populace. These revelations prefaced
an intensive campaign to reduce tensions among these groupings.
Although these tonsions undoubtedly persist, their present degree is
insufficiently known to indicate whether they constitute major
vulnerabilitics to psychological operations.

The highly publicized introduction in July 1961 of the Regulations
Governing PIA Eduecational Work at the Company Level is mercly.
the latest CCA attempt to strike n necessarily uneasy balance between
discipline and morale.

The combination of intensive politieal indoctrination and adequate
provision for the physical and psychological needs of officers and men
scems to insure generally high morale.

A proper assessment of these vulnerabilitics and morale factors
would require a detailed analysis of current intelligence reports,
particulurly those of a local charactor, '

To sum up, the CCA is more politically conscious than any other
major army. Despite this, its vulnerability to psychological opera-
tions was proved in the Korean War., Today, the fact of this
vulnerability remaing; but its extent and nature are subjects for
further study.

11




B. ORGANIZATION

In 1953 the CCA imaugurated a major reorganization leading
toward creation of a modern military establishment. First, a
centralized regular army organization was created to replace the
former field army systom of semi-independent armies under com-
manders who simultancously sorved as the civil viceroys in the
regions under their military jurisdietion. Then, in 1954, decentralized
military government was replaced by centralized civil administration.

Since 1950, the first-line strength of the CCA ground forces has
varied between 2 and 3 million, not counting regional security forces
and the militin. Today the figure stands close to 2,500,000.

The CCA is now a fairly modern conventional army. It no longer
has the organization, equipraent, or training of a guerrilla force.
However, a guerrilla potential remains: the tradition is proudly
inculeated in the new recruits; and all officers who served before
1946—the groat majority of marshals, generals and senior colonels—
were guerrillas. In addition, the vast and growing militia is a
potential guerrilla force in the event of invasion of the China Mainland.

1. Recruitment

Prior to 1955 the CCA recruited on the exclusive basis of
‘“‘voluntary” enlistment mainly achieved by extreme application of
what the Communists termed “‘social pressure.”

The cuirent Cousciiption pruveduis is bascd on the 1058
Conseription Law. Al males, 18 to 22 years of age, are subject to
conscription. The law spocifies 3 years active service for EM and
NCOs and for gradual demobilization of the carlier ‘“volunteers.”
This law also established an annual winter conseription period: regis-
tration from November through the new year with call-up on March
first. Approximately onec-fourth of the army is replaced annually
by conscription. As u result of this new recruitment procedure, for
the first time in its history the CCA contains (since 1959) only 3-ycar
conseripts, except for officers and some NCOs.

As the annual quota of recruits is only a small percentage
(about 129%) of available registrants, the conscription authorities
are able to set and maintain high recruitment standards. These
standards appear to include in approximate order of importance:

(1) high political reliabilty

(2) somo previous military instruction

(3) literacy

(4) sound health

(5) youth
Because of this great reservoir of manpower, deferment or exemption
is generally granted college students, technical personncl, public
servants, professionals, sole supports of familics, only sons, the physi-
cally deformed or ill, and those denied political rights by law.

12



Mongols, Tibotans, Twurks, and other non-Chinese are
evidently underrepresented in the CCA relutive to their percentage
(6%) ol the population of China. These minority groups are partially
oxeludod, mainly because they ave not considered sufliciently relinhle
politieally. "Those who are conscripted ave integrated with Chinese
units in their local rogions and subjected to particularly intense
political indoctrination.

Woien no louger sorve as combuatants in the CCA as they
did during the Civil War und continue to do in the militia.

Rocruits are assigned by draft authoritics dircetly to an
activo unit for on-the-job training rather than, as in Western armices,
to specinl basic training units. However, tho prior militia training of
many reeruits purtly substitutes for basic training; and the rocruits
participate with their units in the annual spring training cyele required
of all CCA units.

Insharp contrast with the former system of informal rank,
the Regulations for the Service of Officers of 1955 inaugurated a formal
military hierarchy. This regulation provides for commissioning as
second licutcnants: (1) all graduates from military schools, and
(2) those without formal military education who have demonstrated
oxceptional ability in work or rendered meritorious service in war.
Initinl commissions as first licutenant may be granted to military
school graduates with superior academic records. As the official
criberin for ullivei sEleciion are bused quiuny Uil “j)t)}iﬁié&.} q’i.i&}it:y'”
and “professional ability,” it is evident that the CCA makes no pre-
tonse of separating the political and military spheres. Collage stu-
dents and secondary school graduates who seek army service generally
must enter military school, whence they are directly commissioned as
officers on graduation.

2. Demobilization

The Conscription Law of 1955 provided for gradual de-
mobilization of all veteran EM and NCQOs. ‘Those conscripted after
1955 are demobilized during the first March following 3 years service.
By the end of 1956, virtuslly all former Nationaiist, older, or unskilled
troops had been demobilized. At presont there are nearly eight
million demobilized CCA personnel, comprising about 3% percent of
the adult male population of China, Approximately 1-1% million
arc men drafted under the present 3-year service requirement.
Demobilized soldiers are subject to service inn the reserves until age 40.

3. Dependents

All official mattors involving dependents of CCA per-
sonnel are assigned to the GPD.  During the Koreannn War, about one-
fourth of both officers and other ranks of the CCA were married. In
1950, a ranking GPD officer declared that “soldier marringes are to
be vory limited in number” due to the severce financial shortages in
the army. There is a tendency for political officers to discourage
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their troops from marriage on the grounds that inarriage would
interfere with full-time military duties. Judging from tiie topics of
private conversation among CCA soldiers, the SORO interviews
indicated that many soldiers maintained interest in what was going
on in their home communities. In this early period, and probably
today, it was general policy for CCA personnel to be stationed far
from their homes. This resulted in o widespread fatalistic attitude
among troops toward their families, typified by one Chinese POW
in Korea thus: “I think I have to give up my family at homeland
for lost, at least for the time being.”

The long-standing practice of giving soldiers frec food and
cigarcttes plus a small allowance in lieu of regular pay was abolished
in 1955. The new pay policy enabled soldiers to start or maintain
families. Officers, mainly because of their better pay, were quick to
malke use of this new policy. Within a year, in the second quarter of
1957, threc quarters of a million dependents moved te army posts.
Their presence created such unexpectedly great demands on the time
and facilities of the army that a half year later the GPD ordered them
to return home. By the summer of 1958 most had complied. The
morale problem which arose was met by promising annual furloughs
to officers and men.  As reeently as the winter of 1960-61, however,
many soldiers still had their families with them despite new regula-
tions to push these dependents into agricultural production.

The Marriage Law of 1950 includes specinl provisions for
the benefit of military perfonnel. The permission of those soldiers
who “maintain correspondence’” with their families must be obtained
inn order for the wife to apply for divorce, otherwise divorce may be
granted to wives of soldiers who have not corresponded with their
lamilies for a period of 2 years.

14
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CHAPTER IIi
WORD-OF-MOUTH COMMUNICATION IN THE CCA

This chapter deseribes the structure and dynamics of word-of-moutl
communication in the CCA. It represents the collation, analysis,
selection, and synthesis of data derived from the several sources
specified below in chapter V and presented in the annexes.

Four audiences merit detailed deseription: EM, NCOs, officers,
and GPD politienl personnel. These were selected not merely because
they represent the most ohvious military (EM, NCOs, officers) or
political (GPD, non-GPD) types. An intensive search was made to
find the one typology which most sharply divides CCA personnel in
torms of communication behavior. This preliminary analysis studied
typologies based on difleronces in education, pre-CCA occupation,
age, rural-urban origin, religion, length of serviee, and regional origin.
Although all these proved to have some significance as indicators of
communication behavior (roughly in the descending order above),
Noune was 08 mMArked Or CONSISLONL B IHIK.  LLUU CLICEULY UL Ga
personnel is added to the rank categories not so much because of the
differences revesled by the interview date as from the inference
drawn from the documentary rescarch that GPD personnel occupy
& highly specialized role in word-of-mouth communieation.

A. AUDIENCES OF WORD-OF-MOUTH COMMUNICATION

Which military rank is the most suitable audionce for psychological
oporations against an army? The psyops officer’s choice of audience is
based on his assessment of three basic factors:

1. The influence which any given rank has on the overall efficiency

of the army.

2. The aceessibility of that rank to psyops media.

3. The susceptibility of that rank to propaganda.
Because the greater “military worth” of poersonnel in the higher ranks
does not quite compensate for their smaller numbers, it is unlikely
that any one rank of an army has substantially greater ability than
any other rank to influence overall army efficiency. This theoretical
model, developed in 1950 by O. Litoff and K. Yarnold at the Opera-
tions Research Office, appears to adequately fit the CCA as presently
constituted. Thus, according to this model, all ranks of the CCA are
approximately equal in influence on the overall military cfficieney.
Therefore, the psyops officer’s choice of a CCA audience will depend
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on his determination of the rvelative aceessibility and susceptibility of a
given rank. These two lutter faclors will be explored below, both in
this seetion on audienees and the following one on information sources.

1. EM

The standing srmy of Communist China has maintained &
virtually constant strongth of 2,500,000 men during the past decade.
Judging from published plans and other indieations, this number will
remain constant in the future, barring any major policy change.
Nourly two million of this number are enlisted men: recruits, privates,
or privates first class.

As a result of the current conseription practice, some types
of enlisted men common in the Chinese armies of the Civil War and
Korean War periods have disappeared. Toduy, the average CCA
soldier is younger, healthicr, better educated, better fod, better
equipped, botter trained in military techniques, and more politically
reliable than over before. He is conseripted for 3 ycars under a
universal service law and not impressed indefinitely, as before, by an
informal but intense campaign of social pressure. The contrast
between the CCA soldiers of past, present, and future is summarized

in Table A below.

Table A. The CCA Enlisted Man: Past, Present, Fulure

1951-52 1960-61 16063-65

NUMBER______..... _.....1 2250000 2, 900, 000 2, 000, 000

AGE (meany in years) ... .._..| 26 19 19

AGE (rauge of over 959% of | 15-37 17-21 17-21
CASCR).

EDUCATION  (mean, in| 2 6? 8?
years).

LITERACY ... 559% at least | 1009, at least | 1009, fully

semiliterate, scmiliterate. literate.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL | Fair Excellent Excellent
CONDITION.

COMMUNIST PARTY and | 12%, 40-459, 50-60%
COMMUNIST YOUTH
LEAGUE MEMBERS. | .

MARRIED ... ... .. .. .| 25-30% 109,? €9

LENGTH OF ARMY EX-| 2-4 134 134
PERIENCE  (mean, in
years).

EX-NATIONALIST SOL- | 35-50%, None None
DIERS.

SOME PREVIOUS MILITIA | Few? 407, 1009,
TRAINING.

POOR PEASANT FAMILY | 80-859% 75% 76%
BACKGROUND.

SOURCE: Based on data in Annexes 2, 5.

16




The CCA enlisted man is a ready audience for news which
affocts him personally—news of home, of political developments, of
the military situation—and is likely to transmit it to others in his unit.
Within the CCA ke talks chicfly with other EM, but his civilinn con-
tacts outsido the army are more frequent and diversified than those of
his superiors. He is probably more vulnerable to antiregime propa-
ganda than officers. These charaeteristics will be examined more
fully below.

2. NCOs

The CCA contains very roughly 300,000 NCOs (corporals
and sergeants). The majority in this rank category are 19 or 20
years old, promoted from the lower ranks, serving the compulsory
3-year conscription period. Only a minority are older conscripts who
have been permitted to remain as NCOs beyond their term of con-
scription.  If.is unlikely that any CCA veterans of the Civil or Korean
Wars remain in the CCA as NCOs. The great majority of these
veterans, including all ex-Nationalists, have been demobilized; and
those few remaining in service have been promoted to officer grades.
In general, therefore, the NCOs are now virtually indistinguishable
. from the EM, except for being slightly better trained and somewhat
more relinble politically.  (See table B below.)

In communication behavior as well, the NCO differs only
slightly from the EM. His range of contacts is somewhat wider: in
addition to EM, civilians, and other NCQOs hc has some informal
cominunication with officers.

3. Officers

Officers probably comprise less thain 12 percent (or about
300,000) of the total personnel of the army. In general, all officers
now in the CCA are expected to render active service for life. It is
this fuct which establishes the officer as the only professional category
in the CCA. (Sec table B below.)

Second and first licutenants are very young (18-23 years
of age) and inexperienced. Most achieve those ranks by direct com-
mission on gradusation from an 8-month course at military school.
However, they represent the pick of the country’s young men: sll are
in oxcellent physicul condition, politically reliable, and literate; and
they usually have had a full middle schiool education prior to their
brief military school course. It is this grouping which forms the
roplacement pool for the senior officer grades. Its older members
are presumably already well entrenched in the grade of captain.
Only a minority of these junior officers have been promoted from the
genior NCO ranks.

Fiold grade officers (majors, lieutenant colonels, colonels,
and senior colonels) have rather less formal education and are con-
siderably older than company grade officers. However, their value,
both as officers and as Communists, is undoubtedly far greater because
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it is this grouping, together with the general grade oflicers, which has
the intensive combat experience of the Civil War (1946-49) and the
Korean War (1950-53) periods. They are politieally relinble, with
u strong vested interest in the regime.

There ave persistent and velinble reports, including admis-
sions by the Commuuist regime, of tension belwoen officers and both
othier ranks and civilians, "The intensity of this tension is not nssessed
in this report; however, it is known (o be connceted to the following
factors:

a. Political.  "The oflicers are more closely identi-
fied with the Cominunist Party. Any tensions
between Communists and non-Communists
will tend to exacerbale tensions between
officers and other ranks or civilians.

b. Professionalism. The officers nre 2 privileged
class in the CCA, and the common soldiers
resent this, particularly since they know that
until recently there was an equalitarian com-
radeship between the raunks. The officer has
a vested interest in the regime not fully
shared by the common soldier.

The informal word-of-mouth contacts of officers are largely
confined to other officers, excopt for those few who still have their
familics with them on post.

4. Political Personnel (GPD)

There are probably some 120,000 political personnel—
oflicors and men—in the army. Dirccted by the General Political
Department (GPD), the political system has beeri an integral part of
the CCA since 1927. The GPD political hierarchy operates parallel
to and integrated with the regular military hierarchy. The ranking
political officer or cadre in each unit has the responsibility and au-
thority to initiate and supervise ull ideological and “cultural” activ-
ities in his unit. These activities are broadly defined to include
propaganda, education, entertainment, relations with civilians and
srmy dependents, postal service and censorship, and youth work.
The GPD also maintains intelligence and counterintelligence net-
works both within and outside military units to guard the internal
sccurity of the CCA. :

Personnel of the GPD work closely with all Communist
Party (CP) and Young Commmunist League (YCL) members serving
in the ariny. Of nonparty military personnel, a large proportion of
the conscripts and most of the officers are recruited into either the
CP or YCL during their army service. This recruitment, some
350,000 cach ycar, is a result of both the intensive political indoctri-
nation work of the GPD and the rewards associnted with membership
in the olite body of a Communist regime.
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The senior GPD oflicers arce veierans of the Chinese Civil
War and Korean War. Many, perhaps most, have held military
commands ot some tine in their earcers.  Indeed, it is important for
any person attempting to make propaganda capital of differences
hetween the political and military hierarchies to recognize thai these
are differonces more of function than of personnel.  That is, political
personnel are not merely political specialists assigned to the army;
they are army personnel assigned, often temporarily, to the army
political branch. The only significant difference is that all GPD
officers are hard-core CP members while a large proportion of other
officers are not.

GPD personnel are the least susceptible audience of 1.S.
psyops. Howover, they are aeccessible. In addition to sharing the
aceess available to their appropriate military rank, they are, as the
CCA specialists in counterpropaganda, a ‘“‘captive audience” for
U.S. psyops. This is particularly true of the CCA foreign radio
monitors and propaganda analysts and the senior officers who review
their reports. Since these senior officers have direct knowledge of
U.S. propaganda, it is a reasonable supposition that they would pass
some of this on as rumors among their cliques: other GPD officers
and politically relinble military officers. It scems unlikely that these
persons would transmit the speeific content of U.S. propaganda to the
lower ranks. However, if the morale or efficicney of GPD personnel
should be wenhened by ihmi propaganda, the infeciion would be

likely to spread quickly throughout the CCA.

B. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

1. Word-of-Mouth

Word-of-mouth communication is the most important
vehicle of information for CCA soldiers. It is more consistently
accessible than any other medium, and the soldiers get more news from
it than through any other channel. Furthertuore, although the
absolute use of all media declined among troops transferred to wartime
service in Korea from peacetime garrison duty in China, the relative
use of the word-of-mouth medium remained at the same high level
presumably because its accessibility was less affected than that of the
other media. These findings hold generally true regardless of rank,
education, nge,religion, rural-urban origin, or occupational background.

A detailed description of this medium will follow a brief
account of the roles of the other leading information media.

2. Newspapers

Newspapers are the second mosh important source of
information. 'Today, as a result of eareful recruitment policy and
in-gervice training, virtually all officers and the majority of lower
ranks are sufficiently literate to read simplified newspapers. How-
ever, even among the actual readers of newspapers, it appears
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that more information is received by word-of-imouth., It inay be
assumicd that newspapers, particularly the “wall” variety produced
by GPD personnel at tactical unit level, will romain an important
news source even during combat conditions wherever troops are
relatively stutic and not widely dispersed.

3. Politieal Officers

In goneral, the GPD political officers are the third most
umportant source of information, particularly through the frequent
indoctrination mectings which they econduet. The experienced, well-
organized politieal hierarchy which they control—with personnel in
every unit down to the squad with its “political warrior’”’—can be
depended on to provide a coniinuous flow of officially approved
information oven under severe combat conditions. 'The propaganda
offoctivencss of the political officers in combat is borne out by the fact
that Korean War veterans of all ranks considered them the source of
most information on tl.e military situation.

4. Leaflets

In combat in Korea, UN Command leaflets were an ex-
tremely important source of information about tho military situation.
Virtualiy all the foriner veterans interviewed on Taiwan had seen
such loaflets, and the consensus was that they had gotten more
military news from UN leaflets than from any other source except
political officers. Considering the intense leaflet bombardment of
tho Chinese units in Korea, it ie not surprising that the great majority
of CCTF personnel had seen UN leaflets. However, it is remarkabloe
that a wmajority also considered these leaflets an important source
of informution. Beeause of the low literacy rate in the CCF and
because only about one-third of aven the literate ever transmitted
leaflet messages by word-of-moutls, illiteracy did constitute a serious
barrier to diffusion of these messages, one which could only be over-
come by leaflet saturation. At present, however, the high-—and
rising—literacy rate in all ranks would scrve to facilitate the aceessi-
bility and diffusion of leaflet messages. Furthermore, it was found
that the continuing Nationalist leaflet messages to the mainland do
diffuse to tho CCA.

5. Loudspeakers

Most Korean War veterans interviowed had heard UN
Command loudspeaker broadeasts. However, they did not rate
these as high in guaelity of information as that imported by either UN
loaflets or their political officors. This was undoubtedly because of
the limitations on the use of this medium in the Korean theater:
intermittent and virtually confined, except for airborne loudspeakers,
to the front lines. Nevertholess, loudspeaker messages did reach a
large audience, wore aecepted as reliable, and were diffused through
word-of-mouth channels to about the same extent as leaflet messuges.
That both Communist and Nationalist Chinese continuo to engage in
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the offshore islands is a possible indication that this propaganda
medium is still effective among Chinese troops. :
- 6. Radio

The official Chinese Communist government radio remains
a minor although growing information mediem in the CCA. Radio
receivers are probably a prerogative of a few officers. Wired radio
may now be available to troops in garrison.

Radio sets capable of receiving foreign radio broadcasts
in the CCA are available only to a few politically reliable GPD and
military communications personnel. Similarly, few Chinese civilians
other than government or Communist Party monitors have access
to short-wave or medium-wave receivers. Consequently, except for
selected personnel in the upper echelons of the CCA, it must be pre-

!sumed that only a negligible proportion of the CCA audience cun be
reached by this medium even through the indirect channels of army
monitors or civilians. Therefore, radio broadeasts ean presumably
have no more than a minor supporting role in any psyops eampaign
directed to the CCA.

7. Other Sources

Numerous other possible sources of information exist.
As little data specific for the CCA were discovered about any of these,
it is' tentatively concluded that they are, at best, minor scurces of
‘uncertain utility in psychological operations.  They mclude:

a. Mail. Clese GPD censorship effectively limits
the ability to communicate clandestine or subversive information
to CCA personnel by letter. Exchange of mail between civilians,
including Overseas Chinese, is much less closely watched; and some
unofficial information undoubtedly reaches CCA personnel indivectly
by this means through their civilian word-of-mouth informants.

%} loudspeaker barrages and counterbarrages between the mainiand and
ki)

1

§ b. Telephone and telegraph. Virtually all tele-

phonic and telegraphic facilities in Red China are reserved for use
by officials. However, these privileged users, both military and
civilian, undoubtedly make some use of these facilities for informal,
unofficial communication.

¢. Television. Iew television receivers have
become available, an(f"roception is still confined to viewers in major
cit®s. As facilities expand, they presumably will become available
to military personnel on post. However, even if television becomes
an gimportant information medium, it will be no more accessible to
U.S. psyops than is the official Communist press and radio.

2 d. Theater. The Communisis have {ull control
over the cinema and stage which they thoroughly exploit ns propa-
ganda media.

e. Clandestine infiltration.  All  information
media listed above theoretically offer possibilities for clandestine
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infiltration to Chinese civilian informants of CCA personnel. The
opportunitics for starting word-of-mouth reluy of information are
quitoe promising if these civilinns can themselves be contacted. The
carlior PROPIN-CHINA study gives fresh insight to this difficult
problom. Briofly, it strongly suggests using merchants asg the initial
andienes in contacting almost any other ultimate target sudience.
The two SORO studies, PROPIN-CHINA and PROPIN-CCA taken
togethor suggest, for example, that if merchants in market-towns,
citics, or communes in the vicinity of troop coneentrations are seeded
with information there is u high probablility that they ean pass this
information cither directly to scldiers or indirectly to peasants or
other eivilians who, in turn, can pass it to soldiers.

J. Personal observation. Direct personal observa-
tion is a major source of information for Chinese soldiers. However,
it is placed at the end of this list because the scope of any one person’s
observation would normally be extremely limited, and because the
only cffective means of exploiting it for psychological effect would be
by planned action, which would rarely be practicable. Otherwise it
is w natural by-produet of ongoing military operations,

C. NETWORKS OF WORD-OF-MOUTH COMMIUNICATION

1. Formal Networks

Although PROPIN-CCA was charged to study the
snformal aspeet of word-of-mounth eommunication, the formal aspect
nlso is of interest to the psychological operutions cfficer. The net-
works or channels of formal communieation existing in any hier-
arcliien] organization such as the CCA partly predetermine and partly
interlock with the informal channels because virtually all members
of the organization participate in both types ol networks,

Unusually marked reliance on word-of-mouth communica-
tion is traditional in the formal command structure of the CCA. This
was a direct result of the high incidence of illiterates and semiliterates
diffused aloug the chain-of-command, but continues despite the recent
achiovemont of & high level of literacy. This tradition can be traced
from the immediate prototype of the CCA, the National Revolutionary
Army of Sun Yat-sen. During the Chinese Civil War period (1946-
1949), the Communists largely depended on messengers—travelling
usunlly on fool—Tor villuge-to-village transmission of word-of-mouth
or written messages regarding military intelligence. At the time of
the Korean War, most military orders in the CCA from division level
down were still transmitted verbally. Detailed battle maps and
written ordors were the rare exception; however, the Chinese soldier
is generally credited with a retentive memory, a fuir sense of terrain,
and an ability to follow verbal orders and instructions literally.

The system of political indoctrination slready described is
an important segment of this formal network, and one which under
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fuvorable circumstances could oceasionally become a channel for
unofliein] information.

2. Iniormal Networks

@. Companions., There are sirong indications,
particularly in the interview datn, that networks ol friends operate
throughout the CCA. 'To whatever extent such informal networks
do oxist, thoy apparently consist of soldiers in the same unit (porhaps
up to batialion level) whose basis of association is close friendship and
mutual trust. The usual informal discussion group consists of two
porsons, only rarely of three or more. Thus theso intercommunicat-
ing persons appeer to be in a simple chain-like “Iriend-of-a-friend-
of-a-friend” linkage rather than a complex network with numerous
branches and cross-linkages. These small cliques are mainly com-
posed of soldicrs of the same rank. However, there is some reason
to believe-—and this was certainly true of the CCA in 1951—that
enough crossing of rank lines (EM with NCOs, officers—both junior
and senior—with hoth EM and NCOs) still exists to insure some degree
of informal communications running parallel to the formal military
hicrarchy. No dats were obtained regarding possible informal link-
nges between separate units. If such linkages exist, they would
depend largely on the participation of headquarters and other liaison
personnel.

Infernal nebworks of communication exist, aind they ure
used. However, there are severs limitations on frequency of meeting,
number of participants per meeting, and freedom of discussion. First,
soldiers of all ranks are almost fully occupied with eompulsory activ-
ities such as military duties, indoctrination eclasses, and labors in
civilinn agriculture. Thus thoy have very little of the leisure time
which they prefer to on-the-job periods for their discussions with their
main informants, Secondly, the GPD—with overt personnel in every
unit and covert counterintelligence agents scattered throughout the
army—is alert to rumor-mongering. Persons suspected of dangerous
rumor-mongering may be warned, transferred, isolated, imprisoned,
or physically punished. Thus soldiers havelittle freedom of discussion.

b. Civiligns, Tresh unofficiul news or informa-
tion is introduced into the informal word-of-mouth networks of the
CCA from two sources: (1) very senior military officers and upper
cchelons of the GPD hierarchy, and (2) civilinn informants of soldiers.

Tho senior officers staffing the upper echelons of the
political and military command structures havo official access to
fresh unoflicial information on a need-to-know basis. This informa-
tion—from foreign books, magazines, newspapers, radio monitoring,
direct contact with foreign oflicials and visitors—is converted into
propaganda before being passed down the official hicrarchy. Although
some of this information probably gets transmitted as rumor to the
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informal word-of-inouth network, it is presumed to reach the lower
echelons ouly infrequently and even then in distorted form.

The remaining source of fresh unofficial nows in the CCA
is the civilian population. Although civilians are a less frequent
source than EM, political officers, military officers, or WCOQOs, they
eompyise an extremely important channel of information for soldiers
on gurison duty in China. Their importance derives from the
fact that the oxtont and frequency of contact with rivilians are
probably sufficient to guarantee wide dispersion of that information
they do convey to soldiers., Furthermore, the quality of the informa-
tion whieh civilians transmit to soldiers is as high as, or higher than,
that passed among soldiers. The high quulity of this information
derives from the fact that, compared with information from other
soldicers, soldiers consider it to be unoflicial, more credible, more
important, more likely to be clandestine, and almost as recent.

The GPD personnel attempt eclose control of soldiers’
contact with civilians. For example, as operators of the army
postal system, they elosely censor all correspondence between soldiers
and civilians. Alse, no soldier may subseribe through civil channels
to nowspapers or periodicals without the approval of the political
officer.  Furthermore, diaries are required of reportedly all personnel
and examined daily by GPD personnel.

Purloughs and coven overnight pusses are rare for oll
personnel, officers and men alike. Evon that minority who are
married are now officially discouraged from having their families
with them, although somo officers and men have their wives assigned
to local farms operated by the army. Visits of families to the post
are rare, mainly because of the expense, inconvenience, and luck of
opportunity for private travel. Bachelors are discouraged from
marrying. Liaison with prostitutes is forbidden by the military
authorities, and the rigorous suppression by the civil authorities of
that profession has reduced the possibility of such contact to probably
negligible proportions.

How then do soldiers make that important contact with
civilians which interviews with former CCA personnel—both Korean
Waur and Post-Korean War veterans—indicate do exist? Probably
the most frequent and certainly the most regular face-to-face contact
between soldiers and eivilians results from the lack of a fully developed
commissariat in the CCA. The army supplies only the basic essentials
of daily life. There are no commissary stores or PXs which sell food,
drink, or sundries. The on-post co-ops established in army units
provide only simple stationery supplies and Communist Party
publications. As a consequence, the enlisted men in almost every
unit are organized into a purchasing detail sent each day to the local
marketplace. There they buy such things as extra meat, vegetables,
cigarettes, sud other personal items with pooled funds of the unit.
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Some units of the CCA raise some or all of their own menl and vege-
tables; but most of the small unit troops, scattered in both rural and
urban posts throughout China, must purchase some supplics in local
markets. This deily marketing probably provides the best oppor-
tunity for most troops to converse with civilians, particularly mer-
chants, shopkeopers, and peddlers; and, as this army purchasing
detail is organized on striet rotation, it undoubtedly provides the most
frequent opportunity to converse with ecivilians. If officers do
participato in marketing, it is certainly much less frequently.

Chinese armies traditionally used vast numbers of civilian
laborers in their supply and medical services. Fven today, the CCA
must depend mainly on this form of transport because of the shortage
of motor vehicles, the lack of railways and roads, and & deliberate
policy of capitalizing on the ready availability of local mass labor
throughout most of China and its bordering countrics. Local civil-
ians are impressed into this service and replaced by others when the
unit moves on. In Korea, the CCF employed Korean civilians as
coolie labor. Some exchange must be presumed to take place between
Chinese expeditionary troops and impressed indigenous labor despite
linguistic and other cultural barriers, but the evidence of the SORO
respondents indicated that this was slight, at least in Kores in 1951.

A further opportunity for contact of both officers and men
with civilians is provided by the compulsory purticipation of army
units in civilian agricultural, industrial, and construction projects.
It is usual in peacetime for most units to spend several weeks a year
in such labor. This labor is usually contributed all at one time, but
ocensionally seattered through the year. This practice is certainly
some aid to the overall national economy; howover, the principal
motive scems to be to project among civilians the image of & helpful,
friendly army. In view of the presumably closc supervision of these
labor teams by political persormel and the intermittent character of
tho work, it seems unlikcly that many close relationships are thereby
established between soldiers and civilians. Judging from the answers
of the SORO respondents, such contacts were not a major source of
information at the time of the Korean War. Howover, the degree to
which the army participates in such labor has greatly increased sinee
then.

In tho ovent that units of the CCA should enter service
outside Mainland China, they would very likely find themselves in
close proximity and contact with Overseas Chinese communities.
These communitics are found in large concentrations in most countries
of the Far East and Southeast Asia, constituting 6 percent of the
population in the latter region. They are either the majority or
the largest nonindigenous ethnic grouping in 11 countries of Eastern
Asin, excluding Mainland China itself. They are largely mercantile
communities and are concentrated in the cities and towns. Over
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90 poreent of the Overseas Chinese in Southenst Asia speak South
China dialeets, while the majority in Northern Asia speak Mandarin.
Within ecach country, they typically form numerous competing
groups, esch being close-knit, propertied, and literate. A large
proportion of them own short-wave roceivers. In general, they
are quite accessiblo to U.S. psyops and are already familiar with tho
extensive information programs conducted by USIA and private
Anerican ngencies,!

D. DISSEMINATORS OF WORD-OF-MOUTH COMMUNICA-
TION

1. Types of Informants
Virtually all soldiers of every rank have soms more-or-less
regular word-of-mouth sources of information, The principal types
of informants, persons who function as major disseminators or
transmitters of news and information within those word-of-mouth
networks in which soldiers in general participato, are listed in descend-
ing order of frequency:
1. EM
2. Political Officers
3. Military Officers
4, NCOs
5. Civilians
The relative order of these five categories of informants remains
generally unchunged whether the criterion is: (a) the frequency of
supplying seme information, (b) the frequency of mention as sup-
plying most information, or (c) supplying of information either in
China or about China én the single expeditionary situation studied,
Korea. Thus, the relative order of these five categories, an order
which may be thought of as the order of importance of informants,
remains unchanged for Chinese troops whether on garrison duty in
China or in expeditionary service in a combat theater. However,
while all five categories of inforinants are important for garrison
soldiers, the category of civilian informants will probably decline to
nogligible proportions for soldiers in combat outside China unless
they are in contact with loenl Overseas Chinese communities. Indeed,
Chinese troops serving abroad evidently receive less information
concerning the homeland and are almost completely isolated from
unofficial nows sources except, possibly, Overseas Chinese.
A special case exists for the informants about the military
situation, which constituled onc of the most important topics of

1 See the following table for the present distribution of Chinese in Asia. For
psyops-oriented studies of Overseas Chinese see: Elegant (1959); Fall [June
1960], particularly Part Two, pp. 65-77; Hinton (June 1955); Committee for
Free Asia [1953].




Table C.  Distribution of Chinese in Asia (1960)

Porcont of Number short-wave re-
Country Nuinher total celvers owned by Chinese
populstion
HongKong_ - ________ . __._._. 2, 800, 000 98 | 100,000
Taiwan ROC) . ... ______ 10, 000, 000 97 | 206,000
MACRO e e 200, 000 96 | 5,000
Communist China (CPR)_____ 610, 000, 000 94 | (?)
Singapore. .o ... 1, 200, 000 75 | 50,000
Malaya. .. 2, 500, 000 37 | 45,000
British Borneo____________.__ 300, 000 27 | 3,000+
Thailand. ... ... ... ___. 3, 500, 000 15 | 250,000
- Vietnam, South____._..._._.__ 800, 000 6 | 20,0004
Cambodia_.... ... _.________ 300, 000 5 | 2,000
Tndonesia. . oo _L.__. 3, 000, 000 3 | 30,000+
Laos .. 40, 000 2.0 1 1,000
Burme._. . ... ... 320, 000 1.6 | 3,000
Philippines. ... ___..__.__. 300, 000 1.3 | 10,000
Outer Mongotia (MPR).___.__ 10, 0007 1L0? ] (D
Korea, North (DPRIK) .. _____ 50, 0007 0.67 | ()
Vietnam, North (DRV)______. 50, 000 0.4 (D
Korca, South (ROK) . ____.___ 25, 000 0.11 (D
Japan._ ... ... 45, 000 0. 05 | 7,000 medium-wave
Tudia. .. 25, 000 0.01 | (D
Dokistan Weat  ____________ 149 1M
| |

Note. Population astimates are for enly those porsons consldered In thelr couniry to bo ethanically “Chi-
nese,” The numbers of speakers of Chinese will in most caces be somowhat difforent depending on the
numbers of both Chinase who do not sposk Chinese and non-Chinese porsons who do speak Ohinese, With
fow oxcoptions, only vory erudoe estimates enn bo culeulated from the sources regarding the numbors of efther
the speakers of Ohinose or the spoakers of any given Chinese dialest. The data on numbors of short-wave
recolvers owned by Oversens Ohineso are vory rough, but conservative, approximations based raainly on
published Departmont of Stato and USIA roports.

SOURCES: In addition to those sources cited in f.n. 1. above see: Skinner (Jan
19569), pp. 136-147; Stateaman’s Year Book: 1960-61.

conversation among soldiers in Korea. Measured both by the fre-
quency with which they were mentioned, and the frequency with which
they wore listed as the most prolific source of military news, these
informants fall roughly into the following rank order:
1. Political Officers
2. Military Oflicers
3. EM
4. NCOs
5. Civilians
2. Frequency of Information from Main Informants
Opportunities for receiving word-of-mouth information
arise quite frequently. Of the main—that is, most informative—

_informants, the great majority provide information ut leust once a

week and over one-third provide it every day. Only negligible dif-
ferences cxist between military ranks in terms of the frequency of
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their receipt of information from main informants. While in Xorca,
however, the Chinese troops were in rathor less frequent contact with
main informants than in China,

Of major significance to the psychological operations
officer is the fact that contact with civiliens is sufficient in both num-
ber and frequeney Lo suggest that civiliang form an extromely im-
portant channel of information for soldiers on garrison duty in China.
Furthermore, the information transmitted by civilians is considered
by the recipients to be credible, important, novel, recent, unofficial,
and often clandestine.

3. Topics Discussed

There are evidently no significant differences between the
military ranks in regard to the general categories of topics discussed.
Discussions range in content from serious politics to trivial gossip.
Tho most {requently discussed matlers include what the respondents
themselves identify as “political affairs’” and “economic problems,”
but the psychological operations officer should bear in mind that by
these terms most soldiers probably mean matters of personal concern
such as political exccutions of friends or prices of staples in the local
market. Another very important conversational topic in the army is
“military affairs,” also ranging widely in meaning: from criticism of
poliey to concern with one’s own condition in the service. The only
othoy crnnm-u]_ ‘vcp"; ;;npc}t““t}’ discussced ie nowa ahout relatives and
friends at home,

It is concluded that propagands which focuses on themes
surrounding

a. political and economic conditions of the nnmon,

b. eonditions in the army, and

¢. nostalgia,
will reach a large and receptive military audience, particularly if these
thomes are presented in torms of immediate personal interest.

No signifieant differences were found in the relative impor-
tance of the several general topics of conversation as between Chinese
troops on garrison duty in China and those at the front in Korea. It
is particularly noteworthy that no heightened anxiety or interest in
relatives or [riends at home was registerod by any increased weighting
of that topic in conversation in Koren.

In general, most soldiers believe that news reaches them
relatively soon (within a fortnight). Civilian informants are gen-
crally bolieved to provide somewhat more out-of-date information,
but there is considerable evidence that this is merely a function of the
generully longer interval between contacts with civilian informants.

The great majority of soldiers have as informants, both
military and civilian, persons who usually provide novel or unfamiliar
information.
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While about half of all informants sometimes discussed
matters which the vespondents thought the Communist regime would
not want soldiers to hear, fully three-fourths of civilian informants
did pass such clandestine or antiregime information.

Furthermaore, a somewhat larger proportion of eivilian
informanis than army informants sometimes discussed matters which
were not (in the opinion of the respondents) mentioned in Communist
news moedin., Tt also appears that civilian informants discussed a
greater varicty of tapics cloarly of a clandestine nature, such as guer-
rilla activities, Communist atrocities, Nationalist successes and
activities, and extreme hardships under Communist rule.

4. Credibility of Information

The majority of respondents, both in China and Korea,
believed the information provided by their main informant. Further-
more, they considered it more relinble than that coming from any
other source, official or otherwise. In general, it is concluded that in
the CCA, as iu the Chinese population as a whole, the informal word-
of-mouth medium enjoys a higher eredence than any formal medium
of news and information.

5. Time and Place of Discussions

As with Chinese civilians, Chinese soldiers tend o con-
verse privately with their main informants. Whother off-post, on-
post, or in g combat theater thoy usually limit their serious informal
conversations to off-duty or rest periods at relatively sccluded loca-
tions and to only one other person at a time. Such traditional public
moeting pluces as teahouses, restaurants, and messhalls are now
seldom used for conversations.
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CHAPTER 1V
IMPLICATIONS FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

This chapter will oxtend the preceding analysis of the composition
and communieation behavior of the CCA to consider implications for
U.S. psychological oporations against the CCA.

Certain cautions arc in order with respect to these implications.
Thoy are, in goneral, drawn from rough and somewhat speculative
extrapolations from the research data. These projected implications
are consistent with the analyses of the data, but they are not
necessarily proved by these analyses. They represent SORO’s
judgment of the oporational applicability of this particular study.
The psychological stuff or operations officer, however, may well
discover additional or different implications for himself. Further-
more, on the basis of additional research or intclligence data, he may
supplement, modify, or even discard items in this list of implications.

A. COMMUNICATIONAL CAPABILITIES OF PSYOPS OFFICERS

Alihough tho capabilitics of United States media to communicate
with the porsonnel of the CCA are extensive in theory, they are
sharply limited in faci. The U.S. arsenal of psyops media is both
diverse and sophisticated, but the CCA is not directly accessible to
much of it. Therefore, the psychological operations officer has the
task of identifying those media which in any given operation can
reach persons capable of transmitting word-of-mouth messages to
or within the CCA. ’

1. Radio :

United States short- and medium-wave radio can direcily
reach only a small proportion of CCA personnel: the politically reliable
GPD foreign radio monitors and some army communication special-
ists. Insofar as such auditors can be reached, they are likely to
transmit through official channels only that information which they
beliove conforms with the interests and attitudes of the regime.
However, they are also likely to pass into informal word-of-mouth
rumor channels some obviously hostile material which they perceive
as conforming with the actual military or political situation.* In

*This was the case with WWII Japanese radio monitors. See U.S. Strategie
Bombiug Survey (June 1947), pp. 128, 237-238; Houk (June 1955), Chapter II,
Part 1; Linebarger (1954), p. 66.
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addition, 1.8, radio can indirectly reach some CCA personnel through
those fow romaining eivilian listeners to foreign radio broadeasts in
China who have contuet with CCA personnel. At best, the potential
of U.S. radio as an information source for the CCA is uncertain and
probably capable of initiating ouly » slow diflusion of rumors of
long-range value to the United States. An exception would probably
oxist where CCA units abroad were in contact with the Overscas
Chinese communities possessing short- and medium-wave receivers.

2. Leaflets

This study verifics provious studies sliowing that, in Xorea,
leaflots renched large CCA audiences and established high credibility.
Leaflets demonstrated their potential as 2 psyops mass medium with
a CCA audience. The rapidly rising literacy in the CCA (such that
all soldiers are now at least semiliterate) would tend to make this
medium even more accessible today. The study suggests that
leaflets have a good chance of starting extensive word-of-mouth relay
if a substantial proportion of the target audience is reached both
direetly and with sufficient dispersion to assure that all or most
units are leafleted. The study also suggests that it might be worth-
while to use heavy leaflet bombardment of sny Chinese civilian
populations in the neighborhood of CCA military instullations in
Ching or abroad. Such action would very likely start extensive
of substantial amounts of damaging propaganda material.

3. Loudspeakers

The loudspeaker effects studied were mainly those within
the limited range of the combat area message. However, in view
of tho findings of this study that mass audience and high credibility
have been established by frontline loudspeakers, it is suggested that
extonsion of loudspeaker range and audience coverage would be
worthwhilo. Loudspeakors have proved effective in stimulating
word-of-mouth relay of their messages among, at least, frontline
CCA units, although evidently somewhat less so than leafiets,

4. Newspapers

This study indicates that newspapers are second only
to word-of-mouth informants as a direct source of information for
CCA porsonnel. It demonstrates that soldiers and their civilian
informants who receive information f{rom newspapers often talk
about it with othors. If U.S. propagands toward Communist China
and thoe CCA could infiltrate Chinese Communist newspapers con-
sistently and substantially, it probably weuld reach CCA personnel
in sufficient degree to start cxtensive word-of-mouth relay of the
matberial, However, tho possibilities for placing U.S. material in a
hostils and closcly controlled press are sharply limited. The Chinese
Communist government and army press agencies monitor foreign
publications and radio broadcasts, but republish only what seems to
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bo benoficial to their intorests. Clandestine infiltration is probably
the only possibility fov inserting open propagenda in the Chinese
press.  Such action is patently difficult at best and probably impossible
on the sealo roquired for assured, massive, and recurring circulation
of the material to mass audiences. The further possibility exists of
mtroducing into Mainland China large numbers of extornally published
newspapers, ITowever, il this woere done on u scale to reach & mass
audienco, the exercise would take on the characteristics of leaflet
bombardment with essentially the same problems and possibilities.

5. Other Sources

Othor media—telephone, telegraph, television, cinema,
and stage—are too closely controlled by the regime to permit any
but the most subtile infiltration of U.S. propaganda. Propaganda
infilerntion through the mails is possible, but unlikely to occur on a
scale necessary to intinte widespread word-of-mouth transmission.
In theory, clundestine contact might be established with select
word-of-mouth informants, ‘“key communicaters,” in the hope that
they would start word-of-mouth relay. The research did not discover
any standards for selocting such individuals, but it suggests that
propaganda would be unlikely to spreand rapidly and widely throughout
CCA units from any small number of clandestine points of introduc-
tion. A highly spectacular item might, however, break this apparent
puttern,

B. GUIDING FACTORS FOR PSYOPS OFFICERS

The following conclusions emerge from consideration of CCA
structure, composition, communication behavior, and U.S. media
capabilities:

General Implications

1. The smaller the military unit, the greater the diffusion of informal
word-of-mouth communication within it. That is, the informal
transmittal of information is more rapid and certsin among the
persons comprising a squad or platoon than it is between these
persons and other persons in another platoon or company of the same
unit, It is unlikely that much informal exchange occurs between
units above regimental size except between some senior officers who
are closely linked in the chain-of-command. It is unlikely that
“pumors spread like wildfire” even within CCA units, and improbable
that they could do so from unit to unit throughout the army., Con-
sequently, the U.S. psyops officers should attempt where feasible
to pinpoint all units within his assigned target grouping. Internal
diffusion cannot be trusted to spread information rupidly or thoroughly
from mercly ono starting unit to large numbers of other units.

2. Because of the apparently general nature of the above
phenomenon, U.S. special forces teams could exploit it to contact
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local CCA units through Chinese civilian intermediaries or by direct
leaflet distribution,

3. As CCA word-of-mouth communieation seems to travel in nar-
row lincar channels rather than by geometrie proliferation, it is mot
likely that rapid diffusion can result from isolated or sporadic psyops
offorts. Extonsive word-of-mouth transmission of particular U.S.
messages seems most likely if CCA personnel are contacted

a. directly by saturation, or
b. directly by eontinuous repetition, or
¢. indirectly by hoavy bombardment or frequent repetition of
messages among Chineso civilian intermediarics.
As saturation and repetition are reciprocal factors in this case, anything
less than saturation ean be compensated for by grsater frequency.

4. United States mass media propaganda can be addressed to the
CCA simply for its direet effeet on its immediate audience, or it can
be used specifically to stimulate word-of-mouth relay of the content,
I the lattor is the purpose, the content must be closely tailored to
the tendencies of the informant groupings who are to pass it on.
Political officers, as a class of informants, can be expected to spread
information quickly and widely throughout the CCA, but only if
the subject matter scems to conform to their commitment to the

Jommunist regime. It would be futils to expect them to relay
obviously dumaging information, Much the same inhibitions apply
to military officers and, perhaps, NCUs. MHowever, KM do not fully
share these inhibitions, and civilians are least affected by them.

5. As Chinesc civilians are major informants of a large proportion
of CCA personnel and as thoy also are both reasonably accessible and
susceptible Lo U.S. psyops, they constitute the surest channel for
infiltration of U.S.-originated messages short of massive, direcet con-
tact with CCA personnel. Soldiers consider information from eivil-
ian informants to be more credible, more important, more likely to
be unofficial, more clandestine, and almost as recent as that received
from other soldiors. The combined extent and frequency of contact
between civilinns and soldiers is probably sufficient to guarantee
wide dispersion of information from ecivilinns to soldiers. Of these
¢ivilian informants, peasants constitute the largest grouping and
merchants the second largest. As already noted in the PROPIN-
CHINA study, merchants are the occupational type most active in
word-of-mouth communication, while peasants are among the least
active.

6. Chinese civilians are highly important as intermediary inform-
ants of CCA personnel in the present peacetime situation in Main-
land China. Beeause of the virtual dependence of the CCA commis-
sariat on loeal civilian merchants for supplies and local civilian labor
for transportation, this situation scems likely to persist in Mainland
China even during intense protracted war. The same situation very
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probubly will hold for the CCA in gerrison or combat abread if the
troops are noar Chinese civilians. Proximity to civilians occurred
during the war in Korea, but there was little word-of-mouth exchange,
presumably because of the language and other cultural barriers
between the Chincse soldiers and Korean civilians.®* However, in
most other countries bordering China, thers are large numbers of
Overscas Chinose.  As these Overseas Chinese communities are largely
mercantile in character, often monopolizing local trade, any CCA
units in such countries would of necessity, if not preference, be in
close contact with these civilians. These Qverseas Chinese are con-
siderably more accessibie and suscepiible to U.S. psyops than Chinese
civilians in Mainland China,

7. The general usability of civilians as intermediary informants of
CCA personnel suggests that special forces teams or military govern-
mont officers could utilize local civilians in counterguecrrille or con-
solidation psychological operations against CCA units operating
behind the lines where they are forced Lo live off the land in close
contact with indigenous etviliana.

Media Implications

8. feaflets and loudspoukers are the psyops inedia with the bost
potential rango and power to stimulate extensive word-of-mouth
conununieation in the CCA.  With offective use of tha hait of eradible
information on current military situations, these media have the
capability of carrying plausible information of other types and of
starting word-of-mouth transmission. In view of both the paucity of
CCA sources for credible information on affairs in China and the
proven interest of CCA troops in such information, this type of infor-
mation offers additional possibilities for these media if it could be
obtained. Bocanuse illiteracy in the CCA is no longer a factor, leaflet
format is now freo to place much greater emphasis on newsletters
than during the Xorcan War.

9. It is probable that leaflet bombardment of CCA troops in China,
as well as in expeditionary situations abroad, could initiate substantial
word-of-mouth communication. However, the prospects for signifi-
cant eflcet might bo greater in a combat situation in which current
military information can boe used to establish credibility. The
prospects for stimulaiing word-of-mouth relay by dircet impact on
(ICA troops in China are best if the content is the type which ean be
handed on without danger of reprisal from the regime. Xor the pur-
pose of reaching CCA troops in China with word-of-mouth informa-
tion of antiregime character, the most promising channel would be

#*Despite presumed control measures of the Chinese forees in Korea and the
small propartion of Ovorscas Chinese (less than 0.3%, of the population in 1944),
some word-of-mouth contact with eivilians, including local Chinese residents,
did oecur. (Sec Annex 3-C-2.)
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leallet bombardment of those eivilians most likely to be in contact
with troops,  This last peint would also apply to uso of the locel Over-
seas Chinese communitios to transmit messages to CCA expeditionary
units. : ’

10. Forcign radio broadeasts do not reach a large cnough direet
andience in the CCA to be a dependable instrument for stimulating
widespread word-of-mouth eommunication. Neither does this me-
dium reach cnough potential eivilisn intermediaries in China. How-
over,. tha Oversoas Chinese, who are well provided with short- and
medium-wave receivers and who already listen to VOA, BBC, Radio
Taiwan, and other forcign stations, could probably fuuction as
excellont intermediarics in transmitting radio messages to CCA
occupation units, at least until these receivers were confiscated.

11. While the Chinese Communist press is a signifieant stimulator
of substantial word-of-mouth communication in the CCA, it is not
sufficiently accessible to U.S. psyops to make it useful. The output
of such underground press facilitics as exist would be accessible to
CCA personnel only through their civilian contacts.

Other Implications

12. The study demonstrates the appropriateness for the CCA of the
Litoff-Yarnold criteria for selection of the one rank in any given army
which is miost suitable as & target for psyops. Tha choice of rank
depends only on tho psyops officer’s assessment of cach rank’s relative
influence on overall military officiency, accessibility to psyops media,
and susceptibility to propaganda. The distribution of personnel
among ranks in the CCA toduy is such that it is unlikely that any one
rank has a substantially greater ability than any other to influence
the overall military efficiency of the CCA. That is, the influence
which any given CCA rank—or the rank categories of EM, NCOs, or
officers—has in determining the morale, policies, implementation of
orders, cte., is roughly oqual to that of each of the others. Therefore,
the psyops officer’s choice of audience can be more or less safely
guided by his assossment of the relative accessibility and susceptibility
of any one rank or rank category over another. There are slight
varintions in accessibility betwcen CCA ranks (officers somewhat
more accessible to U.S. radio, all ranks equally to written media and
loudspeakers, EM and NCOs more to civilian informants); but, in
goneral, all CCA ranks are about equally accessible, both in China and
if serving abroad. On this basis, EM are indicated as the preferred
target. Despite their present high morale and close indoctrination,
the EM are probably more susceptible for the following reasons:

a. They are loss well indoetrinated than officers, or even NCOs.

b. They are not professional soldiors as are the officers, nor do
they share the officers’ vested intercst in the regime. Hence
they probably have a less developed esprit de corps.
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¢. Those with fumilies remain in a peculiarly unenviable position
despite the regime’s halfhearted attempts to alleviate the
hardship problems assoecinted with these dependents. Hence
they are more suseeptible to nostalgia themes in the media,

d. Thoy are known to be resentful of the many new privileges of
officers. This suggesta effective use of several divisivo propa-
ganda themes.

13. 'This study tentatively suggests that the ereation of interesting
events within the range of personal observation of CCA troops would
be a cortain way to start thom talking. While such planned action
would be most difficult, its psyops payoff in special situations might
warrant serious consideration,
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CHAPTER V
METHODOLOGICAL NOTE

This is a technical chapter outlining the methodology and limitations
of the report and the research underlying it.

PROPIN-CCA derives primarily from original SORO research.
This rescarch was supplemented by data and Jnsights from docu-
mentary sources. All data were then collected and analyzed in four
subsidiary studies:

II.

T

I.

V.

A study based on interviews collected by SORO on Taiwan
from 296 CCA vecterans, all of whom were Korean War
POWs repatriated to Nationalist China in 1954. These
interviews intensively explored factors relevant to word-of-
mouth communication. The study is deemed to give a
detailed and fairly accurate description of such communi-
cation as 1t existed in the CCA as of 1951. (See Annexes
1, 2, 3, 4.)

A documentary study of the CCA since the Korean War.
The basic data on both the organization and compasition of
the CCA and the political and socio-psychological tensions
within this army derive mainly from documentary sources
spanning the decade from 1950 to 1961. These materials
give the social structure within which word-of-mouth com-
munication occurs. They f{further provide a historical
perspective from which to derive hypotheses of the effect
of changes over the past decade on that system of commu-
nication. (Scc Annexes 5, 6.)

. A study based on interviews collected by SORO on Taiwan

from 28 CCA veterans who had deserted and fled the
Mainland during 1954-57. The rather limited data on
word-of-mouth communication during 1954-57 provided by
this special sample are compared for consistency with the
current word-of-mouth communication system extrapolated
from Studies I and II. (See Annex 7.)

The PROPIN-CHINA study. All conclusions derived from
the synthesis of Studies I, II, and 111 were checked, wherever
possible, for consistency with the general knowledge of
recent Chinese word-of-mouth communication obtained
from the carlier (1959) social survey study of 2,075 Chinese
refugees on Taiwan. (See PROPIN-CHINA (in process of
publication).)
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The present roport, Part A, is the product of the synthesis of these
four studies, using tho historical or documentary research method.
Thoe synthesis of theso studics, each representing independent sets
and typoes of data, was necessary in order to up-date the findings of
the basie interview material obtained from the CCA Korean War
voterans and presented in Study I. This report summarizes only
those findings belicved to be currently valid and draws only those
inferences judged relevant to psychological operations.

N The concept of a speeinl study of word-of-mouth communication

m the CCA developed during the date collection ‘phase of the

PROPIN-CHINA study on Taiwan in 1889 when it became apparent

that SORO could obtain access to a considerable number of former

CCA soldiers who had become POWs of the United Nations Command

during the Korean War. The General Political Department of the

Ministry of National Defense, Republic of China, consented to make

these persons available to the SORO field team of supervisors and

mterviewers. A total of 296 respondents was interviewed in June

1959. Neatly 250 were psyops or special forces troops of the Chinese

Nationalist Army who were interviewed in army camps in northern

Taiwan. The others were discharged servicemen who were inter-

viewed in their workplaces or homes.

Study I (Annexes 1-4) is based on the interview data from these 296
former CCA personnel. This study alone does not provide & sufficient
basis for analyzing the communication behavior of the CCA of today,
for & number of reasons:

a. As it derives from a sample of respondents not necessarily
representative of CCA personnel, it was not possible to
goneralize directly to the CCA as & whole. The respondents
were nounrandomly selected; consequently, at best, only
qualitative assessments of possxble biasos can be determined.
As they are a snmple of the surviving sumple of POWs repa-
trinted to Taiwan of the CCF troops in Korea, themselves a

~ sample of the CCA of 1950-53, they are at least three stages
of generalization removed from the CCA of 1950-53. Hence it
was necessary to seek insight concerning their posmble repre-
sentativeness,

b. As responses apply to eutuatlons as they were 10 years ago,
it must be assumed that at least some change occurred in the
intervening time. Hence it was necessary to discover the
cxtent to which these responses might remain applicable
today.

¢. As the respondents, captured around 1951, were queried
concerning cvents which had taken place somo 8 years before,
it was likely that their recollection was inaccurate in some
particulars. Hence it was necessary to assess the extent
of memory failure.
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d. Thoe respondents had net been asked scveral questions whose
rolevance was only subsequently recognized. These questions
would have covered such points as contact of soldiers with
their relatives, relationship of formal to inforinal word-of-
mouth communieation, and the extent of diffusion of informa-
tion through word-of-mouth networks. Hence it was necessary
to seek auswers to such questions from oiher sources.

The format of Study I is a straightforward analysis in the running
text of tho interview data fromn the 296 Korean War veterans, with all
supplemental material from other sources, including Studies 11, 111,
and IV, confined to the footnotes. This supplemental material is
interpolated in Study I mainly to indicate both the degree of repre-
soentativeness of the sample (limitation “a’’) and the degree of
relevance of responses to the present-day CCA (limitation “b”)., Dis-
tertion of responscs due to any memory failure (Hmitation *‘e”) is
believed to be nogligible becauso of the elose agreement on all ques-
tions of communication behavior which are comparable between the
POW sample (with an 8-year gap botween ovenis and recall), the
PROPIN-CHINA sample (a 0- to 6-ycar gap with no apparent differ-
ences) and the 28 CCA veterans from PROPIN-CHINA (s 2- to 5-year
gap with no apparent differences).

Study IT (Anncxes 5, 6) is & historical study of factors in the CCA
believed 1o relate $o word-of-mouth -eomimunication behavior. It
describes theso factors under the headings of size and organization,
recruitment, indoetrination, demobilization, relations with eivilians
including dopondents, and tensions between several major types of
military and civilian personnel, All supplemental data on communi-
cation behavior (limitation “a’ above) are introduced at this point.

Study III (Annex 7) is a brief study of communication behavior
of 28 recent CCA personnel. It systematically compares, wherever
possible, the 8-year-old POW data with the more recent data from the
28 veterans. The summary assessments of comparability were
already incorporated in the footnotes of Study I, but Study III
makes explicit the profitableness and limitations of this attempt to
both up-date the data obtained from, and judge the representativeness
of, the earlier sample by comparison with the more recent data from
the quite different sample of 28 veterans.

Study IV (the PROPIN-CHINA study) provides a number of
general conclusions and hypotheses which were checked for consistency
against the findings of PROPIN-CCA. As the points of compara-
bility were largely confined to the material obtained from the 296
Korean War veterans, these points are mentioned only in passing in
the footnotes in Study I.

Each of the four subsidiary studies is based on a specific research
methodology: that of social survey analysis applying to Studies I,
III, and IV and the historical method applying to Study II. The

41
618571—61——4




Report (Part A) ropresents the selection, synthesis, and summariza-
tion of only those findings believed in the researcher's judgment
to remain applicable todny. Consoquently, the rcader must be
cautioned that tho up-dated or extrapolated findings reported as
oexisting in the CCA as of 1961 should be taken as tentative. Although
the up-dated findings and inferences are consistent with the data as
anulyzod in the Annexes, they do not ineluctably follow from the duta.
Thoey represent only the researcher’s considered judgment that they
do so follow: another person might well select other findings from the
subsidiary studics for inclusion in the Report. However, any reader
with accoss to either additional current intelligence or research can
vorify for himself the findings of the Report and, depending upon the
recency of this additional data, further up-date them.
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ANNEX 1
INTRODUCTION

A. ORIGIN AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

This study is a product of research conducted for the Departmont
of the Army by the Special Operations Research Office (SORO),
The American University, Washington, D.C. The PROPIN-CCA!
study supplements the earlier PROPIN-CHINA study.? Project

ROPIN consists of research in informal word-of-mouth communi-
cation both in selected countries and as a general aspect of human
communication? PROPIN-CCA covors an analysis of SORO inter-
viows with an opportunity sample of 206 former Chinese Communis$
soldiers supplemented by findings from the PROPIN-CHINA study
and other relevant materials. It is offered as providing insights
specifically relevant to word-of-mouth communication in the Chinese
Communist army,

The general findings of the PROPIN-CCA research may be
summarized as follows:

a. It describes the role of word-of-mouth communication in the
CCA as a mass medium which supplements and, in some
situations, replaces the conventional mass media.

b. It broadly identifies and describes specific aspects of word-of-
mouth communication in the CCA during peace and war.

¢. It particularly identifies and describes a relationship between
Chinese military and ecivilian groupings which suggests that
thess civilian groupings are effective word-of-mouth transmit-
tors to CCA personnel,

14CCA” is an abbreviation for the Chinese Communist army. The CCA is
officially designated by the Commuunist regime the “People’s Liberation Army''
(PLA). “CCF” is the official UN Command abbreviation for “Chinese Com-
munist forces’”, the elements of the CCA serving in Korea in 1850-53 as so-called
“volunteers.” Throughout the study, CCA is used to designate the army in
China and CCF the expeditionary force in Korea.

2 Whaley: PROPIN-CHINA Word-of-Mouth Communication in Communist
Ching (in process of publication). Hereinafter identified as PROPIN-CHINA.

2 The origin, history, and specific objectives of the Project PROPIN research
geries are described in the initial report, PROPIN-CITINA Chapter I, and the
Project PROPIN Research Design of 21 April 1958,
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B. DEFINITIONS

The following terms have been used throughout the anmexes with
the denotations indicated:

Word-of-Mouth Communication: The oral dissemination or
exchange of information by informal face-to-face contact between
persons or between a person and group.
Respondent: Each of the 296 Korean War or 28 post-Korean
War vetorans interviewed by SORO on Taiwan.
Informant: Any person who transmitted information by word-
of-mouth to a respondent.

C. METHODOLOGY

During the data collection phase of PROPIN-CHINA on Taiwan in
1959, it became apparent that access could be had to a substantial
number of former Chinese Communist soldiers who had served in the
Korean War. To exploit this opportunity, arrangements were made
with tho authorities in the General Political Department of the Min-
istry of National Defense of the Republic of China to make these per-
song nvailable to the SORO field team of supervisors and interviewers.

The basic PROPIN-CHINA questionnaire then being administered
to Mainland Chinese refugees was revised for use with soldiors by the
Washington staff of the PROPIN team and forwarded to the field
team in Taiwan for teanslution, printing, and interviewingt Some
15 of the PROPIN interviewers were assigned to these Communist
ex-soldiors, These PROPIN-CCA interviews took place during 7-26
June 1959. Nearly 250 interviews wero obtained from respondents
on active serviee in the Nationalist army: 200 in army camps in
northern Taiwan and 50 off-post. Some 50 others, discharged service-
men, were interviewed either on the job or at their places of residence.
A total of 296 interviews were thus collected.

Analysis of the interview protocols was begun in July 1959 with the
coding of data for machine tabulation. The data wero transferred to
Hollerith cards in August by the Data Processing Center of the
American University. Further analysis was then deferred until
completion of the draft PROPIN-CHINA report i’ March 1960. Then
tabulation and analysis of the data were reintiated, eontinuing inter-
mittently until late August 1960. /

D. PLAN OF THE ANNEXES

Some supplementary dats on the CCA and CCF in 1951 will bo
prosented both for comparative purposes and for the record. The
material from the Chinese General Survey Census, a varc work existing
only in manuscript, is of particular value because it supplies virtually

4 Sce Annex 8 for English retranslation of questionnaire.
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the only detailed, yot roliable, background statistics for the CCA as
of 1951-52.%

The PROPIN-CCA research data and analyses are presented in
three SORO studies:

I. A study based on interviews on Taiwan with 296 CCA
voterans eaptured during the Korean War. This study
intensively explored word-of-mouth communication factors
as they existed in 1951. (Annexes 1-4)

II. A documontary study of the CCA since the Korean War.
This study examines the social structure within which com-
munication occurs. It may suggest to the reader hypotheses
for up-dating the data obtained in Study I. (Annexcs 5
and 6)

ITI. A study based on interviews on Taiwan with 28 CCA vet-
erans who {led the mainland us recently as 1957, This study
surveys word-of-mouth communication factors as they
existed in 1954-57. I may be used to verify the up-dated
findings resulting from consideration of Studies I and II.
(Annox 7)

The earlier PROPIN-CILINA study obtained completed interviews
on Taiwan from 2,075 Chinese refugees who had fled the mainland
from 1954 to 1958. 'TI'o the limited extent that this study serves to
supplement or verily the dute from the PROPIN-CCA interviews,
it is drawn upon,

PROPIN-CCA is presented in two parts:

Part A, The Report, is a description of communication behavior
in the CCA as it exists today. In essence, it applies the
historical or documentary method to the four available
“documents’’: Studies I, II, I1I, and PROPIN-CHINA

$ UN Command, CIE Section, Chinese General Survey (Census), typeseript,
28 Mar 1852. (Hereinafler cited as the POW Census.) A copy of this work is
available at the Federal Records Center, WWII Records Division, Alexandria,
Virginia, filed under “Record Group Number” 982 ABS5-537. This is a detailed
and sarcful census of 16,768 Chinese POWs in compounds 72 and 86, omiitting
only about 1 percent who were hospitalized or otherwise unavailable. The
authors conclude (p. 20): “From the estimated error and reliability coefficient it
can be safely concluded that the results obtained are reliable.”” These t'wo com-
pounds contained 79.8 percent of all Chinese POWs in UN hands at the time of
the survey in February 1952. The authors of the survey seem willing to project
their findings to the entire grouping of Chinese POWSs, but do not specify their
justification. In any case, the authors themselves do a0t attempt to extrapolate
to the Chinese “volunteers” in Korea and, in addition, give strong reasons (such
as the disproportionate use of ex-Nationalist troops as cannon fodder in Korea)
to doubt the uneritical projectibility of their data to the Chinese army as a whole.
"The POW Census is, however, in apparent agreement with the consensus of im-
pressionistic “statistics” of Western military observers of the CCA and CCF in
1948-52. Somo data of the PCW Census are summarized in Hansen (1957),
pp. 315-324.
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(8tudy 1V). It results from the collation, analysis,
selection, and synthesis of the data compiled in these
four studies.

Part B, The Lesearch, supplies the detailed data, analyses, and
documentation underlying Part A to which it is, in
format, a series of annexes.




ANNEX 2

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE KCREAN WAR
SAMPLE

A. INTRODUCTION

This annex presents those military and preservice background
characteristics cssential to describe and identify the 296 CCF re-
spondents as a type and suggests some relationships between certain
background characteristics and some aspeets of communication
behavior.  Communication behavior characteristics in general are
discussed in Annexes 3 and 4.

The sumple was subject to & quota of 300 adu]t males, one-third
formor CCA officers and two-thirds former (,(LA enlisted grades,
who mot the followmg criteria:

(1) had served in the CCF during the Korean War,
(2) had becomes POWs of the UN forces, and
(3) had subsequenily becn repairiated to Taiwan.

Access to respondents was obtained through the Generul Political
Department of the Ministry of National Defense of the Republic of
China. Almost five-sixths of the respondents were on active service
in the Nationalist Army at the time of interview.

Interviewing was completed during the period 7-26 Junc 1959 by
the full team of four Chinese supervisors and some 15 of their inter-
viewers.! Nearly 85 interviews were with troops in the Anti-
Communist Korea Returnees’ Combat Team in Taoyuan. The
Psywar Group in Linkow ¢éontributed some 70 respondents, mainly
former CCF military officers but also including several former CCK
political and cultural personnel. Some 40 interviews were with
discharged servicemen working in a motor vehicle maintenance shop
near Taipei. About a dozen other discharged servicemen were inter-
viewed at their homes or places of work. 'The remaining 90 respond-
ents worc scattered among several Chinese Army units in northern
Taiwan.

Because of the pressure of time it was not possible to select respond-
ents systematically, and the SORO field team interviewed all potential
respondents as they were made available by the Chinese authorities.
Nevertheless, the quota and criterin specified for the sample were
substantially met.

1 8ee PROPIN-CHINA, Chapter I, Part E, Section 2, for an account of recruit-
ment, composition, and training of the SORO field team,
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Tho 296 CCF voterans interviewed represent 2 porcont of all such
veterans ropatriated to Taiwan.?

B. CCA SERVICE RECORD

(1) Rank
Tho distribution of the sample by rank immediately prior
to cupturoe is as follows:

Rank Number Pereent
EM.o e e e 192 64. 9
N OO e e e 41 13. 8
OB O o o e e e e et 63 21, 3
Motals . e aan 296 100. 0

The grouping of 63 oflicers consists of ;
55 Junior grade {platoon, company grade),
5 Neonior grade (battalion, regimental grade), and
3 Cultural oflicers (civilians attached to military units).

During the Korcan War, neither the CCA nor the CCF
had a formal systemn of military rank. Authority, responsibility, and
position in the military hierarchy wore defined by assignment rather
then by a formalized combination of commission and promotion.
Novertheless, by both practice and tradition, there existed a sharp, if
informal, hierarchial distinetion among the three principal rank
categories: private soldiers (designated throughout this study as EM),
the CCI' cquivalonts of non-commissioned officers (NCQs), and
officers, Today, however, the CCA has formal titles and positions of
rank, introduced by the Regulation for the Service of Officers pro-
mulgated in February 19553

Political personnel are regular GCA personnel. They
are in a spocial branch, the General Political Department (GPD),
parallel to the conventional military hierarchy, but integrated with
it at all levels as with the Soviet Red Army intermittently until
1942, Cultural personnel were nominally civilians attached to the
army, and they carricd equivalent informal military rank. This last

2 Of all 21,000 Chinese POWs in Korea, 14,343 were ultimately repatristed to
Taiwan in 1964. Hansen (1957), pp. 295-299. These repatristes entered:

Chinese Nationalist Army . __ - coia- 5, 0004
Industry or buslness_ . . el 4, 000+
Agriculture. - L . 2, 000

CGivil service or teaching. .. __ . i iiaaao- 1, 0004-
College or military sehool. . L e iaiceaas 1, 0004

“The Anti-Communist Chincse Ex-POWs" (Jan 1961), pp. 6-8.
3 Chiu (1958}, p. 169. See also Annex 5-B-2.
4 Brazoszinski (1954), pp. 3 -6.
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catogory appears to have been an improvisution abandoned [ollowing
the Korean War.

(2) Age at Capture

The questionnaire asked the respondent’s year of birth.
Although it did not ask the date of his caupture (or surrender), it is
possible to closely estimate ages at capture for the respondonts as a
whole on the reusonable ussumption that the overwhelming number
were taken prisoner in 1951.8 ;

As the mean age of all respondents was 34 years at the
time of the interviews in 1959, their mean age ut time of capture
would be aubout 26 years, assuming a mean duate of capture some time
in 1951.% Distribution of the entire snmple by age categories is as
foliows:

Ago ot capture (1951) Number Percent

1417 Yo o o e eieeaaman 8 2.7
18- L e e e —am——— 77 26. 1
2827 e 115 39.0
2832 e 65 22.0
B33 - e ———— 21 7.1
38-42 e e 9 3.1

Tetals s *295 100. 0

*One respondont whose daie of birth was recorded as 1040 is omitted here boih beeause internal
ovidonce Indlcates he was considerably older and because official UN dsta record no Obinese POWs of loss
than 14 yoars of age in February 1952,

Thero arc no significant differences among the mean ages
or uge spread of the three categories of military rank.” The mean
ages at capture of EM, NCOs, and officers were 26 years for each.
Although it is known that officers in the CCA and CCF achieved and
held their ranks more for reasons of political reliability than because
of accumulated experience or maturity of judgment, one would expect
these officors to be at least somewhat older as a whole than the other
grades. It is suggested that the passage of 8 years from capture until
interview removed from the SORO sample a disproportionate number
of older officers through death, retirement, or promotion to senior

8 The Chinese forces entered Koroa in October 1050, and the armistice was
signed in July 1953. Within this possible range of capture, the actual rate of
capture for all 21,000 Chinese POWs was approximately as follows: 4 percent
in 1950, 96 percent in 1951, 1 percent in 1952-53. Nearly 70 percent of all these
prisoners were captured in April-June 1951 alone. POW Census, pp. 2, 8-9,
14-15, 17.

¢ The POW Census, (pp. 1, 6, 11~12, 15) also indicates 8 mean age (projected
bacek to their date of capture) of 26 years for ail Chinese POWs surveyed. The
distribution of age categories among the POW sample also closely parallels that
of the PROPIN-CCA sample.

?Table 1. All numbered tables are in Annex 9.
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rank (of some 80 reospondents currenily sorving as officers in the
Nationalist army, none were above the rank of major), The POW
Census found mean agoes of 31 years for officers and 26 years for the
lower ranks.®

The distribution of ages of the several pre-CCA occupa-
tional categories is quitc what one would expnet: professional soldiers
and merchants are the oldest and students the youngest grouping.®

(3) T'ype of tnit and Military Specialty

All respondents were from ground force elements of the
CCF. Over 82 porcent of the saumple served in CCF infantry units,
The distribution of the sample by type of military units is as follows:

T'ypo of unit Nuraber Percent

Infant ey s 244 82. 4
Politieal . . _ ... 12 4,1
Artillery e 10 3.4
Signal . 7 2.4
Longineer. .o oo e 4 1.4
Quartermast or. - o e 4 1.4
Cavalry - e e 1 0,3
AT 0T o e e e e e —————— 0 0.0
OO . o e e e e e e e 14 47

Totals. oo e - 206 100. 1

In terms of military speeinlties (MOS), the sample distributes as
follows:

MOS8 Number Percent

Infan by e e 201 67.9
Politienl. o e deae e 24 81

Communieations___ .. o 10 3.4
Artillery . e 10 3.4
Tngineoring. . e 4 1.4
Machinegunnery _ ..o 3 1.0
Cavalry e em 1 0.3
Other . . o iiimeicmca 44 14, 9

N =200,
(Note, One doublo responso renders percontages nonadditive.)

& The POW Census (pp. 3, 6, 11-12) reported data on 545 CCF officers in the
4th Battalion of prisoner Compound 72, who were surveyed in February 1952,
For these officers, the mean age at capture in 1951 can be estimated at 31 years.
While the PROPIN-CCA sample of officers included only 9.6 percent over 33
years of age, the POW Census found 13.1 percent over 36. In their studies of the
CCA military elite, both Rigg (1952), p. 58, and Pool (1955}, p. 187, found the
mean and median ages of the senior gencral-grade officers to be very close to 50
years. In 1957, the 10 CCA marshals ranged in age from 50-71 years with a
mean average of 59. Martynov (1957), pp. 115-134.

¢ Table omitted. :
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Theso figures on type of unit and military specialty seem
close to those which would be expeeted of the CCIF and CCA in
goneral. The extremely low division slice evident hore is probably
as much g reflection of the CCF and CCA policics of using civilian
couseript iabor for linc-of-communication and supply functions '
as it is a result of any predominance of front-line combat personnel
among POWSs.

(4) Length of Service

The distribution of the sample in terms of length of
sorvice in the CCA and CCF befors capture is as follows: !

Length of service Number Pereont

Tess than 6 months_ - . oo e reeen 22 7.4
0 months—1 year...___________. S 65 22.0
12 yonrs e e 126 42.6
24 YORTS o e b2 17.6
4B FOADS . o e o= 24 81
6 YCAIS OF MMOTE o cmcm e e mccccem e d e e m e m o — e 7 2.4

OIS e o e m e ——— 28¢ 160. 1

In goeneral, officers had seen longer service in the army
than other military ranks: 46 percent of the officers against only 23
porcent of the other ranks with more than 2 years service.”? This
suggests that the officers also had somowhat greater exposure to
Communist political indoctrination. Although there is no significant
difference between NCOs and EM in regard to length of CCA-CCF
service, the greater professionalism of the NCOe is apparent in the

10 Rigg (1952), pp. 64-066.
11 The POW Census (pp. 2, 10, 13, 16, 20) revealed the following lengths of
service in the CCA and CCF prior to capture:

Length of service Percent
1-6 MOS8 e chcmcmmmmm——————— 19.1
T-12 M08 e icdmaca———- 27. 6
1-2 YOATS oo 32.7
2-3 years. . memee e eiaiaan 15. 0
-5 yoars. e 4.7
OVer B Years .. oo e 0.9

Total (N=16,768) - - oeeeoe 100. 0

12 Table omitted. The comparable figurcs from the POW Census (p. 13) are 53
percent of the officers against only 19 percent for other ranks. Studies of the
CCA eclite (Rigg [1052], p. 60, and Pool [1955], p. 137) indicate that more than
half the senior general-grade officers have scen-at least 25 years service in the CCA.
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fuet that o lugoer proportion of NCOs than of other ranks also had
prior service experience with the Nationalist army.*

What were the qualifications for the new recruit being assigned as
an officer or NCO within 6 months of his induction? Preliminary
analysis indicates that the more highly educated raw reeruit stood a
distinetly better chance of achieving NCO or officer rank within that
peviod: the majority of officer recruits having a middle school educa-
tion, NCO reeruits being about equally divided between those with
primary schooling and middle schooling, and few EM recruits having
advanced beyond primary grades.!

(8) Membership in Communist Organizations
Of the soldiers, 21 poercent wers members of the Communist
Party or other Communist organizations while serving in the CCA.

‘Type of Communtist Organization Number Percent

Communist Parby . _ .. 35 11. 8
Young Communist League____ . ___________._____ 19 6.4
Labor or professional organizetion. .. __ . ___ . _________ 0 0.0
Other (specified) ... ____ L _____ 4 1.4
Other (unspeaified) - . o _________ 4 1.4
No CP effiliation_ _ ... 234 79.0

Totals. o e - 296 100. 0

Such membership in Communist organizations increases
sharply with military rank, ranging from 12 percent for EM up to
41 percent for Officers.’™  Although this increase with military rank
is consistont with what is already known of the CCA in general, the
percentage figures are lower than expectetion.'®* This is apperently
due to the high proportion in all ranks of former Nationaiist troops
whose previous political affiliation tended to bar them from Communist
Party membership.

B Table 2.
1 Tables omitted. As ex-Nationalist soldiers were inducted into the CCA-CCF

due to special circumstances existing only in the period 184861, these persons
were omitted from this analysis to obtain a sounder basis for insight on the role
of education as a factor in determining rank of reoruits. )

15 Table omitted. Execepting a handful of ex-Nationalist officers in powerless
positions, 100 pereent of the CCA general-grade officer elite hold Communist Party
membership. Rigg (1952) pp. 60-681; Pool (1955), pp. 135136, 138.

18 Rigg (19562), pp. 21, 124, 135, 160-163. Dissembling on this, as with other
seemingly compromising questions, is deemed unlikely because the Nationalist
authorities (whose cooperation the respondents knew we had) do not stigmatize
former CCP members and already have full political dossiers on the rcspondents
who, of course, knew of the existence of the dossiers.
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C. PRE-CCA BACKGROUND

(1) Geographical Characteristies

The respondents were asked their regular (five or more
years) place of residence before entering the CCA. Analysis of
answors Lo this question reveals the following regional and locality
distributiona: ‘ ‘

Reglon Number Percont

North China Plain. oo oo e 89 30. 1
Szechuan Provinee. ce oo e e oo e 70 23.6
Yangtze Lowlands. - .. ... . 68 23.0
South Coastal China_ ..o e 18 6.1
J £33 Tc) 1100 o ¥ SO 11 a7
Obher . e e 39 13. 2
NO ANSBWRY. L o o e e m— e ———— 1 0.3

Totals e e c e ———— 296 100. 0

Careful analysis of the data in the POW Census indicates
a generally close parallel with the PROPIN-CCA sample except
that while 11 percent surveyed in the POW Census were from Man-
churia there were only 4 percent in the PROPIN interviews.”” Tho
PROPIN-CCA sample contains 24 percent from Szechuan, seemingly
an overrepresentation of a province which was remote from the
theater of military operations in Korea and contains under 11 percent
of the population of China.'* However, this probably reflects the
presence in the Chinese POW compounds of nearly 29 percent
native-born Szechuanese. The bulk of the Szechunuese POWs
wore veterans of the Nationalist 95th Army who, in the opinion of
the authors of the ’OW Census, were dispatched to Korea as “gun-
fodder.” ‘

‘ Analysis of the three categories of militury rank in terms
of provineial and regional origin uncovercd few significant differences.
Officers were disproportionately from the North China Flains
provinces,® NCOs came disproportionately from Szechuan.?

17 POW Census, pp. 1-2, 6-7, 14, 17.

8 Kirby (1958), p. 153, citing the 1953 census.

¥ POW Census, pp. 2, 7. ’ :

240 percent officors against 27 percent other ranks. Furthermore, the POW
Census (p. 14) indicates a similar differential: 47.4 percent officers from North
China against 30.1 percent other ranks. No explanation for this difference is
offered either in the POW Census or in this present study. Studies of the CCA
elite {Pool [1965], pp. 139-141; Rigg [1952[, p. 58) indicate that only a negligible
proportion of senior general-grade officers were born in North China.

21 37 percent against about 20 percent for both EM and officers. No data
is presented in the POW Census on thiz point.

=
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The nember of respondents whose last regular place of
eivil residenco was a city or market-tewn is rather overrepresented
in the sample compared to a national population which is estimated
to bo 87 pereent rural.? T'his i, however, consistent with an under-
representation of peasants in the SORO sample as noted in the next
suetion on occupation.

T'ypo of loeality Number Percent
Y o e e ———— e e 81 27. 4
MaArKeb-bOWI . oo o e 45 15.2
VIl REe . e o oo e e e e e e e 169 57.1
NoO aNSWer- . L e —— 1 0.3
otals e e e 208 100. 0

Although the villages were the main source of all ranks,
citics supplied a disproportionately large number of officers and
NCOs.® This is probably a function of education. For example,
among occupational groupings, students and merchants had mostly
urban, that is, city or market-town origing; professional soldiers,
peasnants, and other occupations had mainly village origins.*

(2) Occupation

This section analyzes the sample in terms of occupations
held prior to entering the CCA. Until at least the end of the Korcan
War, the CCA recruited on the busis of availability, moasured against
desperute political considerations. In this manncr, Nationalist sol-
diers were readily sbsorboed, often as intact units; and large numbers
of vivilians were recruited regardless of political reliability, age, or
education,® This special situation has often been urged as one rea-
son the Chinese units in Korea freely expended their forces as mere
“cannon fodder,” a calculated utilitarian device to climinate political
undesirables. The CCA now has a very different recruitment policy,
ono stressing high political, educational, and physical standards. It
ig this one fact, probably more than any other, which renders diffi-
cult any attempt to extrapolate from a study of CCF members in
1961 to CCA members of 1961.%8

The earlier PROPIN-CHINA study had demonstrated the
marked importanee of a person’s occupational background as an
index of his communication behgvior. It had also suggested that

. 1 Kirby (1956), p. 152; Krader and Aird, (1959), pp. 626-627.
© 8% Table omitted. In his study of the CCA elite, Pool (18565), p. 142, notes
that of the 68 senior general-grade officers, virtually sall had been born in villages.
24 Table omitted. .
% Rigg (1952), pp. 123, 273-278.
8 POW Census, pp. 2, 7; Hansen, (1957), pp. 317-318. See Annex 5-B-2,
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tho procow of moving from one occupation to another increased a
porson’s participation in the word-of-mouth notworl. probably as a
result of an oxpanded social horizon.
Regarding primary occupation prior to service in the
CCA, the open cnded responses of the sympla ware the hasis for
establishing eight occupntional categories.
L i

‘Farmsr occupatlons of propin sampls Number Percont

Professional Soldier (Nationalist only) ... .___.. 142 48.0
Peasant . . e 51 17. 2
Btudenb . L e 40 13. 5
MOrEhaTt - o o oo e e 25 84
Government Offieial. .. . ... 8 2.7
Laborer_ ____ e e 8 2.7
Other™ . L e e 11 3.7
No Occupation..._. e e e e 2 0.7
NO ANSWOr e 9 3.0

Lotals. e e e mem— e 206 99.9

*Catogory contains 2 landlords, 2 teachers, 2 skilled workers, and & persons esch with unique
ocoupations,

The greatest measurable difference betwcen the SORO
sample and the CCF or CCAin 1951 is in occupational background.
The best duta available, the POW Census, gives the following break-
down for the CQF: #

“QOivilian Oceupations” from POW consus Percent

“Professional Soldier’ (Nationalist and CCY veterans) ... __.__..____ 54. 6
Peasants (“Agricultural” or “Farmers™)._ . ... . .ooo.illl 30.9
et o e e 3.3
Merchunt (“Commeree”) . . o oo e e c e .7
Government Official (“Gov't Servieo’ ) . oo 0.4
Laborer (2.7% “unskilled,” 2.19, “skilled”). .. __._ .. _ . _..._. 4.8
Others (0.6 ‘‘professional,” 0.6% “miscellaneous’) ... ... ______ 1.2
No Oceupation (“None™ ). . oo e e 0.2

Total (N=16,768) . - o o e emecwmmcmc————————————— 100. 1

The criterion used by the POW Census was self-identifi-
cation by the respondents according to the categories quoted above.
As the SORO questionnaire used an open end question for occupation,
the SORO categories do not necessarily coincide with those of the
POW Census. This is certainly true of the SORO eategory of

37 POW Census, pp. 2, 7-8, 12,
59
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“Professional Soldier” which means a non-CCA veteran soldier (by
inference an ex-Nationalist soldier); while the POW Census category
of ‘“Professional Soldier” includes pre-Korean War Communist
veterans, although the authors say: ‘“I'he overwhelming majority of
them originally belonged to the Nationalist Army." %

Other difforsnces  between the IPOW  Census and
PROPIN-CCA in proportional contributions of any one occupation
may be mainly attributable to special unknown background require-
ments of those Nationalist units in Taiwan which supplied the bulk
of the SORO respondenis.

Former Nationalist soldicrs constitute nearly 50 percent
of each of the three CCF military rank categorics and are by far the
largest oceupational grouping in each of these ranks. The proportion
of students and merchants increases significantly fronit EM to NCOs
to officers, probably as a result of the higher education of theso occu-
pational groupings. Convorsely, the proportion of peasants is higher
among EM than among the otier ranks.?

(3) Ethnic Type

The sample is virtually confined to persons who are
othnieally Chineso.® As only 2 percent are non-Chinese (4 Manchus,
1 Mongol, and 1 Turk), no cffort is inade to analyze these separately;
although clearly, the linguistic and other cultural patternings of the
othnic niinoritics who comprise 6 percent of the population of China
are so very different from the Chinese majority that these must be

8 POW Census, p. 7. )

3% Table 2. Calculations from the POW Census (p. 12) reveal the following
breakdown of occupational background by rank-—figures which are roughly
parallel to the findings based on the PROPIN-CCA sample. The POW Census
conclusion that: ‘“This indicates that the officers generally came from the well-to-
do classcs and represents & higher sociveconomic group’ is consistent with that
of PROPIN-CCA.

“Civilian Occupations” EM and NCOs Officers

(N=16,223) (N = 545)

Percent Percent
Soldier (incl. CCA veterans). ........ 54. 8 48. 7
Peasant. o .. 31. 2 21.0
Student - oo 2.9 14. 4
Merehant o coee s 4.7 59
Government Offieial.. ... . ooo_. 0.4 1.5
Laborer. - .ot 4.7 6.0
Other. e ceece e mmem 1.2 2.4
No oceupation. . ... oa.. 0.2 0.1
Totalse e oo 100. 1 100. 0

3 Among Chinese, successful ‘‘passing’’ as & Chinese is the main test of being
Chinese. The ethnic sclf-identification of the respondents is thus free of the
genetic dissembling common in “Western’’ social surveys.
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assumed to manifest themselves in different patterns of word-of-
mouth communications,

(4) Religion

The respomdents were aslked their religious or philosophical
belief. Their answers distribute as follows:

Redigion Number Percent

N OM10 e e e e e e e e e e 111 37.56
Buddhist _ _ _ e e 104 35.2
Confucianist . _ ... eaa- U, 48 15. 6
Taoisbo e oo S S e 15 5.1
Protestant___..... e e e ——— 12 4.1
Roman Catholio. . .- . e eeece e 6 2.0
Muslim_ - 1 0.3
Othar - o e e e —————— e 1 0.3

Totals o re—————————— 296 100. 0

Ovor one-third of the soldiers disclaimed even inactive
inclination to any of these beliefs, although the question was designed
to olicit the maximum number of specific responses. This conforms
with the frequent stautements of China aren specialists that the
Chinese are not a people who strongly commit themselves to or identify
with a particular religion® Some verification of this is suggested by
the respondents’ answers to Question 18 on the full range of topiecs
which they discussed with their main (mnost informative) informants:
only 13 (4.49;) mentioned “religious matters.” Further verification
is indicated by the fact that 8.4 percent of all respondents did not
speeily the religion of this informant. The strongest verification is
suggested by the fact that, while 37.5 percent of the respondents
specified no religion for themselves, fully 71.5 pereent listed their
main informants’ religion as “none,” which is twice the expected
percentage if it is assumed that non-religion is not a special attribute
of main informants, This suggests that the respondents were largely
guessing the religious beliefs of their main informants, and indication
of lack of concern by Chinese regarding the religious beliefs held by
their intimate associates®

When the religious heliefs of officers are compared with
those of other ranks, it is seon that Confucianism and Christianity are
murkedly more charancteristic of officers and Buddhism and Taoism
more characteristic of the other ranks.® These differences are prob-

st The PROPIN-CHINA study of Chinese civilinns, for exampls, contained
32.6 percent who disclaimed adherence to any religion.

2 The PROPIN-CHINA study also suggested lack of interest by the respondents
in the religious beliefs of their 2,076 main informants of whose religion 3.8 percent
were unknown to the respondents and fully 60.6 percent were listed as “none.’”

3 Table omitted.
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ably a function of the eduentional and occupation backgrounds divid-
ing the three estegories of rank, Confucianism and Christinnity being
more characteristic of the more highly edueated and higher stutus
occupntional groupings,

The students include significantly large proportions of
both Confucianists (22.5%) and Christinns (10.09,), larger propor-
tions than any other occupationnl groupings. Otherwise, there is
little significant diflerence in religious affiliations among the occupa-
tional groupings,™

(5) Education

Assuming that overy soldier who had any formal educa-
tion is at least partly literate, the sumple contains only 12 percent
who wero illiterates in 1051.38

Educational lovel % Numbur Puicunt
No Sehooling . o o e e 36 12.2
Primary*._._. e A e e 158 53. 4
Middle** . el 96 32 4
University . e 6 2.0
Totals. .o o e e 296 100.0

*Ineludes 84 hy tutar only, less than 8 yoars,

**Includes 4 by tutor only, § or more yoars.

¥ Table omitted. ‘

3% Official Chinese Nationalist estimates state that in 1949 only 21.8 percent of
their troope on Taiwan were totally illiterate and 43 perecent were capable of
reading newspapors or magazines, and 22.4 pcreent had middle schooling or abaove.
By 1951 only 0.26 percent were total illiterates, 59 percent could read newspapers,
and 30 percent had at least some middle schooling, WBarber (1953), p. 18.
Roliable literacy and education data on China are spotty. UNESCO demog-
raphers (UNESCO [1967], pp. 16-17, 70) very roughly estimate 50-55 percent of
Chinese above 15 years of age to have boen illiterate in 1650, noting that males
inoluded a much smaller proportion of illiterates than females. The POW
Census (pp. 1, 3, 5-6) reveanled the following educational levels for Chinese POWs
in Korea: ‘

J

Educational level Percent ;

"NO SEHOOMNG -« -« - - - o e e e e 4.8
Frimary (*5-6 yr8"7) oo e 48.8
Middle (*“7-12 yr8") e 6.3
University {“over 12 yrs") oo e 0.2
Total (N=16,768) ___ . 100. 1

# Since 1927 the levels of formal education and the cumulative number of
years of schooling whieh thoy represent are as follows:

Primary i ST 1-6 years
Middle (inel. Junior and Senior Middle) .. _ . __ ... ... 7-12
University (incl. Institutes and Colleges) . . ..ocoaconeas 13 or more

Hu Chang-tu (1960), pp. 413-414, 419.
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In addition to the 38 persons (13%) whose only formal
education was obtained from tutors, 6 othors had received tutorial
education supplementary to regular schooling. Thus n total of 44
soldiers (15%) had cxperienced this traditional private or family
educational system,

The goneral lovel of formal cducation of officers is only
slightly above that of NCOs but is markedly above that of EM.%
A spocial analysis of the 13 percent whoso formal education was
entirely by private tutoring revealed no significant differences among
the three military rank catogories.®

Among occupational groupings, the general level of
achieved education of former students in the sample is by far the
highest. The former merchants, professional soldiers, and others
are moro evenly distributed over the categories of education. The
former poasants are tho least well educated occupational grouping.®
A special analysis of the 13 percent of the sample whose education
was roceived entirely by privato tutoring revealed these were most
characteristically cither professional soldiers, poasants, or merchants

# Table 3.

# The POW Census (pp. 1, 5-6, 11, 15, 19-20) provides data which when
analyzed gives the following educational levels by military ranks of Chinese
POWs in Xorea:

Educational lovel EM and NCOs Officera

(N=16,223) (N =545)

Percent Percent
“No Schooling™_ . _________________ 45. 5 23. 4
Primary (“1-6 yrs"y ... ... 48.9 44. 6
Middle (“7-12 yrs”)_ ______________. 5.6 29.7
University (“over 12 yrs")___________ 0.0 2.2
Totals oo . 100.0 99. 9

Taken together with the UNESCO data cited in Footnote 34, these figures from
the POW Census seem plausible expressions for the Chinese army as a whole as
of 1952. Col. Rige’s statement (p. 160) in 1951 that “Informed sources estimate
that 70 percent of the junior officers in the PLA [i.e., CCA] are cssentially without
any formal education . . .’ is consistent with the above sketohy data only if
those officers with primary education are taken together with those of no educa-
tion, recognizing that the former will include & fair number of semiliterates or
retrogressive illiterates. Pool (1855), p. 134, in & study of the 68 senior general-
grade officers compriging the CCA elite, notes that 85 percent had at least some
higher education in either universities or military academies.
¥ Table 4.

63



ANNEX 3
COMMUNICATION BEHAVIOE IN THE CCA, 1951
A, INTRODUCTION

This annex analyzes in debail the communication behavior of the
respondents both while in military training or on garrison duty with
the CCA in China and while under comnbat conditions with the CCF
in Koren.

The following threc ranks arc singled out for description: EM,
NCOs, and officers. These three were not selected merely becuuse
thoy represented the most obvious militury typology. Aun lntemsive
effort was made to find the one typology which most shurply divided
the Korean War CCA personnel in terms of communication behavior,
The preliminary research studied typologies based on differences in
education, pre-CCA occupation, age, rural-urbean origin, religion,
length of service, and regional origin.  Although all of these typologies
proved to be significant indicators of communication behavior (roughly
in the desconding order given above), none were as marked or con-
sistent as rank. The nature of the data did not permit detailed
analysis of such other presumably important factors us differences
in ethnic type, dislect, or branch of service.

B. INFORMATION ABOUT CHINA WHILE RESPONDENTS
WERE ON DUTY IN CHINA

(1) Sources of Information

All respondents were asked (Q. 1,2): “When . . . atationed
in Mainland China, how did you find out what was happening in
other parts of China?” und “From what source did you obtain most
of your information?”’! Their answers clearly indicate that the
word-of-mouth medium was both the most widely used vshicle for
information and the source of most information for the great majority
of all respondents.?

The ruther marked utilization of newspapers generally
parallels the relative degree of education, the more highly educated
meking greater use of newspapers.® The slight use of radio was

1 Annex 8, the questionnaire, indicates all alternative checkoff answers
presented to the respondents,

2 Table 5.

8 Tables B, 7. For a recent account of the press in China and the CCA seo
Houn (1959), pp. 435-448. The CCA has a long tradition of producing its own
newspapers, usually simple mimeographed newsheets. The GPD political
personnel in each CCA headquarters detachment publish these so-called ‘“‘wall
newspapers” for every army unit,




largely counfined {o professional soldiers, presuniably oflicers. Other
significant sources of information included personal observation
(“l witnessed things nysell”) and the regular political meetings
conducted by the politiesl or cultural officers.  In gencral, the degree
of depoendence on these other sources varied inversely with the degree
of education, the more educated depending less on their political
officers or personal observation.t

There is & sharp increase it usce of the radio and newspaper
medin and o gradual decline in use of the word-of-mouth medium
with rise in military rank, Among officers the increased use of radio
probably refleets both their higher educational level and greater
anceess Lo radios as a prerogative of rank, The greater use of news-
papers by officers is probably mainly a result of their presumably
greater literacy. Their greater aceess to and utilization of both
newspapers and radio scemingly provides enough information to
lessen their dependence on word-of-mouth sources.  As the residunal
category of “other’ sources consists in large part of group meetings
in whieh a political or cultural officer addressed the lower ranks, it is
only mildly surprising that it is, for officers, the least important
category. It is, indeed, & no more important source of information
for officers than radio.’

Among the soveral categories of pre-CCA occupational
background, the use of radic was largely confined to professional
soldiers. The relative use of newspapers exaetly parallels the degree
of education of each occupational category, the more highly educated
the oceupational grouping the greater the use of newspapers. In no
single occupational entegory did the use of word-of-mouth sources
full below 92 percent.®

T'o the question (Q. 2) as to the source of most of their
information, word-of-mouth remained the most frequent answer for
all occupational types. Newspapers were a much less frequent source
exeept among students.  “‘Other’ sources fell to negligible proportions
and radio virtually disappeared.”

(2) Informants ‘ ,

The 96 percent of the respondents who mentioned word-
of-mouth sources about events in China were asked (Q. 3): “Who were
these people from whom you found out what was happening in other
parts of China?”’

The high frequency with which EM, NCOs, and officers
were mentioned as informants confirms only the obvious: that soldiers
primarily use fellow soldiers as sources of information about national
affairs. The quite high frequency of political or cultural officers s

4 Tables 8-11.
$ Table 8. For a recent account of radio in China see Howse (Apr/June 1960),
pp. 59-68. ‘

8 Table 10. See Table 4 for educational level of occupational types.
7 Table 11.
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sourees is particularly notoworthy beeause of their small number in
CCA and CCI® units. It is known from both Western military
obeorvers and Red Chinese sources that these persons, by the very
mature of their assigniments as propagandists, were important as
information souvces despite their small proportion in the Chinese
forces.®  The relatively high incidence of civilian informants of all
types is of singular importance, one which suggests that they served as
an important channel of information dissemination to the milicary.?
Indeed, of all respondents, over one-fourth mentioned at least one
civilian source of information; and, excluding political officer inform-
ants, over one-fifth considered a civilian the source of most of their
imformation about events in China.

Of all their word-of-moutlhi sources, KM and NCOs
usedd mainly other EM and NCOs, while officers used mainly
other officers. EM and NCOs had political officers as their seecond
most important word-of-mouth source. Officers had BEM and NCOs
as their second and political oflicers as their third most important
sources. The cultural oflicer’s role, although much less than that of
the politieal oflicer, was of some importance particularly as it pre-
sumably tended to reinforce that of the political officer.

Of great interest and importance was the role of Chinese
sivilians us informants of garrison troops: 35 percent of the officers’,
27 percont of the JXMs’, and twenty percent of the NCOs’ responses
involved civilians. These civilian contacts existed on a scale sufficient
to mark them as highly important channels of infiltration of fresh and
unofficial information into the word-ef-mouth communication net-
works within the army in China.®

The following table presents the oceupational type (other
than political officers) of each respondent’s main informant:

Oocupational type of main informant Number Percent

BMo e .- 111 38.0
NCO e ;e o —————— e e = 47 16. 1
Junior offier. . oio oo e iie e cc e emmmaaa] 35 12.0
Peasant_ . . e 26 89
Other eivilians. . o . oo oo L 28| 79
Senior officer. o e - 23 7.9
Merchant (incl. peddlers, storekeepers) : 16 5.5
Civilian with army (coolies, cooks, ete.) - - oo owooooo .. 11 3.8

Ot RIS e o e e e e e e e 292% 100.1

(Note. *Four “no answers” as to informant’s specific veeupation are omitted. Homever, oll four are
known to have served in the army eithor ns soldiers or attucned clvillans,

8 Rigg (1952), pp. 23-24, 108-116.

9 Table 12.

® Table 18. If only main informants (excluding political officers) are con-
sidered, the order of importance of sources for each rank remains as reported in
this paragraph; however, the percentage figures for eivilian informants diminishes
slightly to 30 percent for officers, 21 porcent for EM, and 15 percent for NCOs,
See Table 14.
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Consequently, of the majn word-of-mouth informants:
58 percent were low ranking persons in the army (EM, NCOQOs,
or attached civilians).
22 porcont were civilians outside the army, and
20 percent were army officers.

Each respondent was ssked from what source his main
informant had obtained the information passed to the respondent
(Q. 12, 13). The following table indicates the approximate percent-
agoes of all informants who were identified with a particular source.!

Informant’s source Percent
Officind news medin. . o 31
Personal observation. - _ L o eeean 18
Word-of-mouth (specified persons) _ _ _ . . ___ . _.___ B 18
Word-of-mouth (unspecified persons) . - _____________ 14
DYon't KNOW o e 14
(643 1 OSSOV 13

(Note. Multiple (317] responses tender percentages nonadditive, N=2085,)

A detailed analysis ® broadly indicates the extent to which
various groupings (s defined by their pre-CCA occupational back-
grounds) turned to civilians as main informants. The majority of
respondents, regardless of their pre-CCA occupational background
(professional soldiers, peasants, students, merchants, and ‘“other
civilians”), had as their main informants persons serving with them
in the CCA. Former peasants and the professional soldiers relied
least on civilians as their major source of information. However, of
soldiers with other occupational background, 30 percent had as their
main informant a civiliaz, usually a merchant or peasant. Signi-
cantly, the soldiers who formerly were merchants reported the great-
est reliance on civilian informants. Fully 46 percent of the former
merchants continued to go outside the army for their main inform-
ant. All pre-CCA occupational categories of soldiers, except the -
former peasants, recorded some contact with merchants outside the
army. Tho proportion of each occupational grouping referring to
such contact ranges from 4 percent to 16 percent.!

12 All percentages are rathor suspect, as both the number and composition of
the categories “word-of-mouth (unspecified persons)”’ and “other” are doubtful,

12 Summarizud in Table 15.

8 The Chinese Communist army, from its beginnings until the present, has
never known an elaborate commissariat, much less a post-exchange system.
Therefore, a number of soldiers selected in rotation within each unit are sent
every day to the local market to purchuse both personal items for their com-
rades and meat and supplementary vegetsbles for the unit’s kitchen. Their
tendency to loiter in the marketplace has been deplored in the Communist
Press. See Woon (1960).
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(8) Frequency of Discussion with Main Informants

"This scetion veports the data on the frequency of discussion
betweon rospondents and their main (most informative) informants
about China while in China.

Of the main informants, those of low military rank were
in most freanent, officar informants less frequent, and civilians least
frequent contact with the SORO respondents. Alshough civilian
informants were in least frequent contact, the fact that fully 25
porcont were in daily communication with SORO respondents suggests
that civilians were readily aceessible to soldiers as regular sources of
information.* Similarly, that nearly 14 percent of each day’s
informants were civilians is sufficient tc mark civilians as a major
source of information for the individual soldier; although on any
given day, persons of low rank formed the largest number of in-
formants, officors the second largest, and civilians the fewest. Or
put another way: contact with civilians was suflicient in both number
and frequency to suggest that these persons formed an extremely
important channel of information for soldiers.’* Moreover, the quality
of this information, as confirmed by subsequent analyses, was credible,
important, novol, recent, unofficial, and often clandestine.

NCOs were in most frequent receipt of information from
their main informants, officers only slightly less o, and EM rather
markedly less. However, as over 77 percent of even ths EM had
such contact at least once a week, it may be inferred that the op-
portunities for receiving information arose rather frequently even for
this grouping.!®

(4) Topics Discussed

The topics usually discussed in China with the main
informants about China are presented in the following table. The
figures represent the percentages of all respondents who identified
each topic as & “usual” topic.

Toples usually discussed Percent
Politieal affaira_ _ _ . i cicceeeaa- 81.
Military information . . e 72
Feeonomie problems._ . e cacccccccmaanaen 32.
Information abhout friends or relatives_ o ..o _____...._ 23.

Mero gOSSIp - - .. deieacmcman
Religlous problems _ . __ . e
Escape information_ ... o iemacemaan
Nezws about Taiwan (Formosa) - . - .o o e
Other topies-. oo __________. S U PRI
NO ANSWOT L L e eama

COONARBPRN D
WHOOO IO e

Note. Multiple responses. N=208)

4 Summarized from Table 16.
18 Derived from Table 16.
18 Table 17.
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“Political afinirs” were uppormost in conversuntions, with
“military information” a close second. ¥rom occasional specific
responses, it was clear that “political alfairs” and “cconomic prob-
lems” were interpreted to cover a wide range: from national policy
to the pricos of staples in the local market. That “information about
friends or relatives’’ wus montioned as a topic by 23 percent of
respondents suggests & moderatoe degree of civilian orientation among
soldiers.”™  There are no significant differences between the categories
of military rank in vegard to topics discussed.'

Civilian informants talked somewhat more about econom-
ies, friends or relatives, and religion but markedly less about military
developments than did military informants,'®

The respondents were asked (Q. 16) for their estimates
of how receitt were the events deseribed by their informants.  Fully
7{ percent thought that the information had usually reached them
recently, that is, within a fortnight of the event.® No significant
difference existed botween officor informants and other informants
in the army in this regard, but a smallor percentage (36%) of
civilinn informants were thought to have usually provided informa-
tion within a fortnight of the events discussed.” This is consistent
with the finding that civilians were in less frequent contact with
soldiers than other informants.®

The respondents were asked (Q. 15) il their informants
weroe usually bearers of unfamiliar or novel information. Fully 85
percont of all respondents stated that this information was usually
relatively novel.® No significant differences with regard tv novelty
of information oxisted between officer, other military, or civilian
informants.? :

The respondents were nsked (Q. 21) if their main inform-
ants sometimes talked about things which, in their opinions, the
Communist regime would not want soldiers to hear. The responses
clearly marked the ecivilian informants as a richer source of such
clandestine or untiregime information than informants serving with

17 ‘The POW Census indicated (pp. 8, 13) that almost 28 percent of all Chinese
POWs were married, with no significant differences between officers and non-
officers.

18 Table omitted.

1 Table omitted,

2 In the PROPIN-CHINA study of word-of-mouth communication within the
civil population, 69 pereent of the 1,913 civilian respondents who replied to an
approximate question thought their main informants’ information reached them
within a fortnight,.

21 Table omitted.

2 Table 16.

2 In the PROPIN-CIIINA study of Chinese civilians, the 1,936 respondents to
an almost identical question gavo alinost identical answers as to the novelty of
the information from their main informants,

2 Tablo not reported.
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the respoudents in the army: while less than half of the military
informants evor pussed such information to the respondents, fully
three-fourths of the eivilians did so.”

The respondents were asked (Q. 19): “Did [your muin
informant] sometimes discuss things which were not mentioned over
the radio or in the newspapor?”’ The responses indicate that a some-
what larger proportion of civilian than military informants did some-
times discuss such topies: 66 percent of the civilians against 45 percent
of the military.?® Datailed, if somowhat erude, analyses of the spe-
cific topics not available in these official media indicato that a dis-
tinetly larger proportion of civilian than military informants discussed
a gronter variety of such specific topies, particularly those clearly of
a clandestine nature as guerrilla activities, Communist atrocities,
Nutionalist successes and aclivities, and extreme hardship under
Communist rule

(5} Credibility of Information

The respondents were asked (Q. 17) if the information
received from their main informants about China in China was
usually accurate. The responscs indicate that this information,
regardless of (but presumably related to) the credibility and intentions
of the informants, was generally accopted as accurate or true. Infor-
mation from civilian informuants was particularly accepted as true.®

The majority in cach military rank category believed the
information received from their main informants to be usually true.
However, NCOs piaced slightly greater trust in their informants’
information than did the other ranks.?®

The respondents were asked (Q. 26) to evaluate the
“relinbility” of the information received from their main informants
in China in comparison with that from other sources. It was found
that the majority of all respondents considered their main informants’
information to be more reliable than that from any other sources
including, presumnbly, official news modia and other persons. The
majority within each military rank category considered the informa-
tion received from their main informants to be morc reliable than
that from any other souree, the officers and NCOs placing rather

2 Table 18, Of the 1,933 rcspondents to a similar question in the PROPIN-
CHINA study of civilians, 63 percent indicated that their main informant did
gometimes pass such clandestine information,

2 Table 19. The figure of 50 percent for all informants of soldiers is of the
same order of magnitude as that (45%) for the informarits of Chinese civilians
on & very similar question in the PROPIN-CIIINA study.

37 Table omitted.

28 Tgble 20. Data on Chinese civilians and their main informants in the
PROPIN-CHINA study show substantially the same conclusion,

# Table omitted.
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greater reliance on this informant than did the 8M.3  The informa-
tion from eivilian informuants did not enjoy any significantly grenter
evaluation of relinbility than that from military personnel

(6) Situation of Meetings

In answer to open-ended questions (Q. 22, 23) about the
usual plaee of meeting with the main informant in China, the re-
spondents overwhelmingly specified places which afforded a measure
of privacy: the barracks, “in the field,” “a sccluded spot,” or on
gunrd post, in that order. Restaurants were specifieally mentioned
by ounly 2 respondents and all other public places by only 15, or
respectively 0.7 percent and 5.1 percent of the sample. Of the
contacts with civilian informants, about half occurred when the
soldiers went to the informants’ own houses or places of residence.
This finding suggests a relationship with these ecivilians based or.
friondship or some mutual interest other than commereial transaction.®
All these findings apply to each of the military rank categories used
in this study; although officers tended somewhat more than the
other ranks to utilize places, times, and conditions conducive to
privacy.®

C. INFORMATION ABOUT CHINA WHILE RESPONDENTS
WERE SERVING IN KCREA

(1) Sources of Information

All respondents were asked (Q. 28): “When you were on
active duty in Korea, how did you find out what was happoning on the
Chinese Mainland?’  1n Koren there was a general decline in use of
all news sources or media (radio, newspapers, word-of-mouth, and
other) as compared with the use of these medin while on duty in
China. Not only were there more persons who had no source of
information about China, but there was a decline in the frequency of
use of all sources by those who did have some source. However,
more respondents defined the word- of-mouth medium both as « source
and as the single source of most information than listed all other
media taken together.®* Furthermore, although the absolute use of
each of these media was less in Xorea than in China, the relative use
of the informal word-of-mquth medium remained at the same high

- ¥ Table 21. Findings regarding reliability of information in the PROPIN-
CHINA study were substantially the same.

8 Table omitted.

# Table omitted.

8 Tables 22, 23. The findings of PROPIN-CHINA are guite similar as regards
tho general situation in which civilian respondents and their main informants
met: places usually of & type to guarantec a measure of privacy, the times usually
during leisure periods, and conversations usually restricted to two persons,

# Table 24. Compare Table 5.
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level probably because its aceessibility suffered less than that of either
radio or newspapers, These findings hold generally true for cach of
tho threoe categories of military rank, the five categories of pre-CCA
occupational background, and the four categories of cducational
background.®

Although the frequoncy of mention of newspapers as a
source of information ebout China while the respondents were in
Korea was only about one-fourth of that whils they were in China,
the use of newspapers was sufficient to indicate that they remained an
important source in Korea. In Korea, ns in China, the more highly
educated generally made greater use of newspapers.?

Official political indoectrination meotings were an important
source of information; and, as for the troops while in China, the
degree of use of this source varied inversely with the degree of educa-
tion, the less educated depending more on their political officers.

While in China all respondents had some source of nows,
in Korea 34 percont had none. In Korea the total absence of any
news or information concerning their homeland was closely linked to
the soldiers’ educational level: 50 percent of troops with no education,
40 percent of those with primary schooling, 30 percent of those with
middle schooling, and none of those few at university level lacked any
news of China.®

The general decline in use of all media for all ranks in
Korea ns compared with use of media in China applies to each military
rank. This remains true even when the 34 percent of all respondents
who had no source of information while in Korea are omitted from the
calculations® However, two points are clear: (1) conventional
media were retained in greatest degree by officers, less by NCOs,
and least by EM, and (2) word-of-mouth channels continued in most
frequent use by EM, less by NCOs and least by officers.

The fact that over 30 percent in each military rank
category had no information about their homeland while on active
duty abroad suggests either that these were professional soldiers

5 Tables omitted,

3 Tables omitted.,

37 Tables omitted. .

8 Table omitted, The use of sources on any given subject is, of course,
not merely a matter of availability; that is, a source may be available, compre-
hensible, and recognized yet go unused because it does not transimit information
of interest or value as defined by the respondent. However, there are indications
(unchanged ranking of tho *news from friends or relatives’” topie for respondenta
after POW Census) that the “value’” of homeland news was a constant factor
among the several ranks in this study.

# Table 25. Compare Table 8.
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who did not use sources of such informsation because they were uot
interested or that they were soldiers who had no access to such in-
formation despite a felt nocd-to-know.® I the latter casc is true
(and the PROPIN-CCA interview data did not provide conclusive
evidence), this [urthor suggests a state of knowledge and morale
which could have been effectively exploited by UN Command psycho-
lngical warfave. In faet, the Psywar Section of the UN Command
did strongly emphasize nostalgia themes in leaflet materinl directed
to Chinese forees in Koreca.®t

(2) Informants

The rank-order (measured in terms of [requency of men-
tion) of the soveral types of persons who functioned as word-¢f-mouth
sources for information about China is virtually the same for troops
whother sorving in Xorea or in Mainland China.2 As in the former
case, the high frequency of mention of EM, NCOs, and military
officers merely reflects the fact that each rank tends to draw most
frequently on persons of the sume rank as sources of inforination.
The relatively groat importance of political or cultural officers as
informants about China is still apparent in the new setting of Korea.
The role of civilians as informants declines to a level which is slight
but not negligible.® In general, Chinese troops serving outside
their own country appear to receive considerably less informatiocn
concorning their homeland and are almost completely isolated from
unofficial news sources.

While serving in Korea, EM and NCOs relied mainly on
other EM and NCOs for word-of-mouth information about China
and only secondarily on political officers. Officors depended mainly
on political officers for this information, sccondarily on EM and
NCOs, and surprisingly in only third place other military officers,

4 Table 26,

4 In an early study by Kahn and Nicrman (1952), pp. 44-47, of Chinese soldiers
(mainly ex-CNA troops, all eaptured prior to April 1951), about 52¢%, of those
who responded (N-94) had heard their leaders threaten reprisals against fami-
lics of soldiers who might surrender or desert, indicating that the Chinese ecom-
manders believed many of their troops were vitally intercsted in their distant
homes. Indeed, 479, (N--117) specifically indicated cencern with their families
and 249, were married men. Regarding communication with their families, 979,
(N-125) had no communieation, 3% had some.

# Table 27. Compare Table 12 and Anncx 3-B-2.

% Only 10 civilians were mentioned as sources about China. Three respondents
mentioned civiliang as main informants, Four other respondents who had a
political officer as their main informant mentioned a civilian as their second most
important source. Nomne of these civilians were local Koreans. The study by
Kahn and Nierman (1952), pp. 3, 53, 58, 75, also suggests that there was some,
but very limited, contact between CCF troops and civilians. In 1944 the number
of Overscas Chinese in Korea was 71,400, less than 0.3% of the population at
that time with no substantial change since that time. MecCune (1956), p. 57.
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It is also surprising that civilians continued to pley a small but not
quite negligible role as a direct source of information for these troops
on foreign duty.

(3) Freguency of Discussion with Main Informants

There is some indication that while in Korea the troops
were in rathoer less frequent contact with their main infermunts about
Ching than while they were serving in Mainland China. Only a
slight difference exists between the military ranks in their frequency
of contnet with their main informants, officers being in less frequent
contact than either EM or NCOs.

(4) Topics Discussed

The relative importance of euch of the several categories
of genoral topics of conversation between respondents and their main
informants about China does not appear to be significantly different
as betwoon troops serving in China and those in Korea. And as
with tho respondents while in China, there do not appear to be any
significant differences botween military ranks as to the importance of
any given general topie.®

(8) Credibility of Information

As with their main informants while on duty in China,*
the majority of respondents believed their main informants’ inlorma-
tion about China while in Korea to be usually true.  And as in China,
there was little difference between ranks in this regard; officers were
gsomewhat more willing than EM and NCOs to aceept as true the
information transmitted by their main informants.*

While serving in Korea, the majority of all troops con-
sidered the information received from their main informants to be
more relinble than that from any other sources (official nows media
as well as other persons). This again is true ol each military rank,
although officers placed rather greater reliance on their informants
than did the other ranks. In general, this is quite similar to the
attitudes of the respondents towards their main informants while
still serving in China.*

(6) Situation of Meetings

The respondents in Koren, ss enrlier in China, over-
whelmingly selected, for their meetings with their main informants
about China, pluces which appeared to give some assurance of privacy.
This is verified both by the fact that the respondents overwhelmingly
utilized off-duty periods for thesc conversations and that these con-
versations were specified to be private in the sense of being limited to

# Tables omitted.
4 Table 20.

46 Tables omitted.
47 Tables omitted.
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two persons (the respondent and his informant).  In genernl, these
remarks apply equally to each ol the theee milibnry ranks.

D. INFORMATION ABOUT THE MILITARY SITUATION WHILE
SERVING IN KOREA

(1) Sources of Information

All respondents were asked (Q. 52): “When you were on
active duty in Korea how did you usually learn about the military
sibuntion?” The answors indicate that the loudspeaker and leaflet
media of the United Nations Command together with CCF political
oflicers were considered to be the main sources of information about
the military situation. Rach respondent was next asked (Q. 53) to
indicate the source of most of his information about the military
situntion. Fully one-third of all respondents specified either UN
leaflets (229,) or UN loudspenkers (129). The remarkably high
rating of these media and the question of possible respondent bias to
these questions will be discussed in the subsequent annex on leaflet
and loudspeaker operations.® Despite the probably biased answers,
the data is accepted as giving n strong indieation of the effectiveness
of these two UN propaganda media in disseminating news of the
military situation,

Theo fact that UN lenflets were more frequently mentioned
by officers than NCOs and more frequently by NCOs than EM is
probably a direct result of the level of formal education (and presumed
literacy) of those threo military ranks.®

The effectiveness of the system of political officers in the
CCF is borne out by the fact that for all respondents, regardless of
military rank, the political officers constituted both the most fre-
quently mentioned source and the source of most information on the
military situation. Also, it is noteworthy that in the combat theater,
the regular military officers were rated higher as sources than either
EM or NCOs by all ranks.5?

(2) Other Aspects

A cursory cxamination ® of the data available from the
respondents concerning the news and information they received while
in Korea about the military situation indicates that, in general, the
types of fellow soldiers selected as main informants for military infor-
mation were quite similar to those utilized by these same respondents

4 Table omitted.
# Table 28.

® Annex 4-A.

5t Table 3.

& Table 28, 29.
8 Based only on inspection of marginal totals,
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in China.® The use of civilisna cutside the army as informants in
Korea on the military situation was virtuslly nil, presuimably because
of the linguistic and other cultural barriers existing botween Chineso
soldiors and Korean civilians and tho relative absence of Overseas
Chinese in Korea.®

I’hero is some indieation that the troops in Korea were in
less frequent contaet with their main informants for the military
situation than with thoir main informants for homeland nows while
in China.

The respondents usually attributed a high degree of
credibility to the information received from their main informants on
the military situation and also considered this informant’s information
more relinble than thiat received from other sources: official news
mmodia, political officers, or other persons.

Information on the military situation was transmitted
mainly during off-duty periods in relativoly secluded places. These
conversations were almost equally divided between private discus-
sions and conversations with third parties present.

E. FRIENDSHIP NETWORKS

Does some form of “buddy’” network exist in the Chinese Com-
munist army? No documentary materials appearing since the Com-
munist takeover on the China Mainland in 1949 have been seen
which cast light on this question.

It has long been recognized by ‘‘common sense” and verified by
earsful and repeated research that among the most widely distributed
and intensively used informal word-of-mouth networks are those
croatod and sustained largely or entirely on the basis of personal
friendship or mutual trust.’* This is probably characteristic of net-
works or ‘‘grapevines” transmitting clandestine information; and one
would suspect it to be a particularly impertant and common form of

st Indeed, as shown In the following section on friendship networks, at least
half the main informants functioned in this role in both China and Korea.

8 No more than 10 civilians were mentioned, only one of whom was a XKorean,
& farmer who talked about an expeoted UN offensive with an educated EM in
the field.

8 Some genernl studics which stress friendship links within informal word-of-
mouth networks arce cited in Kishler, et al. (1952), pp. 24-33. For esprit de corps
and the “buddy’ system in the American Army in WW 1I, see Stouffer, et al.
(1949), v. 2, pp. 119, 130 -149, 255~259, 280, 348-350, 382-383. For & survey of
the literature on the primary group in the American Army see Janowitz (1959),
pp. 64-82.
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such networks in Conununist countries because of the wide range of
oflicinlly forbidden topics of conversution.”

Tho importance of bonds of friendship and mutual trust in informal
interaction and communiention among Chinese has long been recog-
nized by indigenous and foreign observers of the Chinese scene.  The
arlior PROPIN-CHINA study, although it did not specifically probe
the respondents’ motivations for interaction with their discussants,
nevertheless colleetod o number of volunteered responses on this
point. These give an impression that fricndship and mutual trust
played a major role in infurinal word-of-mouth communications in
general and discussion of clandestine information in particular.’®

8 Yor friendship and mutual trust links in the USSR sce: Berliner (Jan/Feb
1054), pp. 22-31; Bauer and Gleicher (Fall 1953), pp. 298, 304; Inkeles and Bauer
(1959), pp. 189-202. Through the generous cooperation of Dr. Raymond Bauer
the groant mass of unpublished data from the Harvard Study of the Soviet. Soeial
System has been made available to SQRO. The llarvard Study was based on
interviews in 1950-51 in Munich and New York with a large number of Soviet
refugees. It queried them on their life in the USSR as of 1940. Of 2,718 re-
spondents, 58 pereent indicated frequent or oceasional discussions with friends,
Of these same 2,718 respondents, 52 pereent said they obtained information from
rumors, Of those who did cite rumors, 72 pereent volunteered the nature of
their sources as follows:

Bources of rumors {n USSR (1840) Tercent

Friends, acquaintances___ ... . __ .. ____._._. 5
Trusted people (unspeeified) . _ .. ..o ...
Family, relatives ool
Co-workers_ . __ . i
People “in the know" (officials, travelers, ete) .o ...
Uverheard conversations (unspecified persons)....__.___
Other sourees_ . oo 2

2L IS L B B e e

(N=1,023, A total of 1,133 responses render percentages non-additive.)

That is, over half the persons hearing rumors received these from friends or
acquaintances. Furthermore, the next highest source, ‘‘people in the know,”
represents only 7 pereent; and the category “trusted people’”’ may very well include
friends and acquainfanees. The circumstances that this represents an unsolicited
specification of source and that there were only negligible differences between the
two samples (702 in Munich and 321 in New York) justify some measure of
confidence in this data for the USSR.

88 Kahn and Nierman (1952), pp. 3-4, 54-63, 82-83, studied interaction factors
in their interviews with 154 Chinese POWs and found low morale to be closely
related to “lack of intra-group cohesiveness—i.e., cleavages between groups within
units, limitations on communication between unit members, [and] absence of
personal friendships.”” Of thesec POWSs, 48 percent said they had close friends in
their units.  Although few (5%) reported complete abscnce of discussion in their
units, only 16 pereent indicated they spoke freely with unit members about such
topics as war aims and surrender., ’

78




The question of the persistence through time and across distance of
closa interporsonal relations in the Chinese Communist army was
proboed in the PROPIN-CCA interviews by three questions relating
to main informants (other than politieal officers) in three topic-
situation conditions:

(1) About China while in China.

(2) About Ching while in Korea.

(3) About the military situstion while in Korea.
EKach respondent may be placed in one of six mutually exclusive
catogorics on the basis of whether his main informant on any one
topic-situation also functioned as the main informant on one or both
of the others:

Military | Chinain | Chinaln | Number Percent
in Koren Korea China
O U UR IR YIS YIS YIS 0 0.0
e YIS no YES 150 50. 7
Sl ... no* YES YES 80 27.0
4 e | YES YES no 11 3.7
SO no** YES no 52 17. 6
O e YES no no 3 1.0
Totals . e e eaa U 296 100. 0

Note, *Row #3 contning 24 posstble additional “YES”s. Any actual ones would fall in row #1.
**Row #3 contalus 13 posaible additional “YEBSs In tho first colnn,  Any aoctual ones would fall
in row 4,

Tho above tuble indicatus that more than three-fourths of all
persons who functioned as main informants for the respondents while
in China continued in this role (for information about either China
or tho military situntion) after the respondents’ transfer to Korea,®
Indeed, if the 65 civilisns outside the army who functioned as main
informants while the respondents were still in China ® are omitted
from these caleulations, all but one of the 231 main informants in
China not only accompanied the respondents to Korea but continued
to funetion thore as main informants about either China or the military
situntion. This representis an alinost complete persistence of main
informants across both time and situational intervals.

% Ay the three sorting questions (Q. 33, 54u, 54b) were introduced in broken
sequence and asked in such a manner that econsiderable burden was placed on the
respoudent’s memory, it is recognized that the “halo effect” has wvery likely
tended to overemphasize the role of the earlier mentioned informants. For
example, 15 questionnaires were completed in a logically inconsistent manner,
the respondents admitting the identity of their main informants for topie-
conditions (1) and (2) and also (2) and (3) but then illogieally denying that of
(1) and (3).

0 Row #2 plus row #3 cquals 230 persons or 77.7 percent of all main informants.

o Seo Anuex 3-B-2.
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Although the respondents were not asked to indicate if their main
informants in the army in cither China or Korea were members of
thoir own units, it may be safely presumed that this was virtually
always the case as, except for one man, there was no attrition of main
informants involved in the respondents’ transfer from China to
Korca. The implication is clearly that they were transferred to
Korea, in the same unit with their main informant. It can be con-
cluded that while in China a substantial proportion (22%,) of the
soldiers had civilians outside their own military units us their main
informants, they did not have soldiers in other units as main
informants.*

It is coneluded that o network of friends or companions operates in
the Chinese Communist army, and that it exists on a large scale.®

& Ag respondents were not asked the unit of their informants, ¢f there had been
any sizeable attrition of main informants in moving from China to Kores, it could
equally ‘have been aseribed to death, transfer, fickleness in choice of informants,
as well as to the informants belonging to units other than those of the respondents,

8 This coneclusion receives some important verification in the early interviews
by Kahn and Nierman (1952), pp. 53-59, where factors determining group cohe-
siveness were probed in depth interviews with a small sample of Chinese POWs.
Of these (N recsleulated nt 95), 78 percent said they had a close friend or friends
in their unit and 81 percent (N-97) said they had discussed surrender with a
member of their unit. It is quite unlikely in view of the close pelitical control
and severe sanotions that a soldier would discuss this forbidden topic with anyone
other than an intimate and trusted friend.
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ANNEX 4

UN LEAFLET AND LOUDSPEAKER MESSAGES:
KOREA, 1951
A. INYRODUCTION

This annex analyzes the respondents’ auswers to a series of questions
about their receipt of and reactions to United Nations Command leaflet
and loudspeaker messnges in Xorea during the Korean War.?

In deseribing sources of information usged inside China, only one
respondent mentioned that his main informant had discussed a Jeaflet
which the informant had seen. This particular leafiet was presumably
of Nationalist Chinese origin.?

It has been noted above? that UN loudspeakers and leaflet mes-
sages were two of the three main sources used by the CCF for infor-
mation on the military situation in Korea, GPD political officers being
the other source. Asked the single source of most information, 22
pereent of all respondenis answered leaflets and another 12 percent
answered loudspenkers. That is, fully one-third of all respondents
listed UN Command propagande as the source of most of their infor-
muation about the military situation in Korea.

During the Xorean War, the saturation of the Korean peninsula
with nearly 30,000 leaflets per square mile was probably sufficient to
insure that almost all Chinese troops would at least see UN leaflets;

1 Of the 22 questions about leaflet and loudspeaker messages, most were omitted
from detailed analysis. This decision was based on limitations present in the
questionnaire, not on the potential value of this type of information,

1 Of the 2,075 Chinese refugees queried during the earlier PROPIN-CHINA
study, 7.0 percent volunteered having seen Chinese Nationalist leaflets at one
time or other while still in Communist China, and having used these as & souree
of information about conditions in China andjor discussed their contents with
other persons. As this data was compiled from unsolicited “open-end’” answers
to several questions, there is no clear indication of the circumstances in which these
leaflets were scen. It is presumed that most were seen in the south coastal prov-
inces of Kwangtung and Fukien, as most Nationalist leaflot drops were presumabiy
in this region, and all but & few of the refugee respondents passed through this
area. Of 28 CCA soldiers who deserted between 1954--57, 8 volunteered mention
of Nationalist leaflets as either a source of information or a topic of conversation.
For comments of recent Chinese refugees in Hong Kong concernmg Nationalist
Lenflets sec Labin (1060), pp. 355, 359-360,

# Annex 3-D-1,
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indeed 93 percent of the respondents did.* On many occasions the
Ist Radio Broadeasting and Leaflet Group (now Ist RB&LBn)
produced more than 20 million leaflets and newsletters per week and
the 1st Loudspeaker and Teaflet Company avernged 3% million per
week.® Ovor 2% billion UN Commund leaflets were dropped in Korea.?

Throughout the Koreun War, loudspenker operations were of a
much more limited charactor than leatlet operations: (1) being far
more limited in personnel, and (2) being virtually confined in range
to frontline positions by the inherent technological limitations of the
medium. Loudspeaker broadeasting from aireraft began in October
1950 but never came to occupy a major role in the full range of UN
Command psywar operations.?

Despite the limited seope of the loudspeaker medium, fully 94
percont of the SORO respondents had heard loudspeaker broadecasts.
"This high pereentage of hearers is ulmost certainly attributable to the
faet that all respondents had been cithor frontline soldiers or had
passed across the frontlines to become POWs. Thus, thoy were the
most likely of all CCF troops to be exposed to this medium.

B. LEAFLETS
To the question (Q. 74) if they ever saw a UN leuflet while serving
in Korea, the 296 respondents answered as follows:

Saw Jeaflot(s) - - - - . 93.2 percent
Neversaw o leaflet . _____.___.... 6.8 percent
Ench of the 276 soldiers who answered that he did see leafleis was then
asked (Q. 75, 76) to recall one particularly memorablo leaflet and tell
if he kept it for any reason. Of these soldiers, 32 percent said they
had kept such a lenflet for an unspecified time; the others had either
immediatoly discarded or destroyed it. Of the 276 who saw leaflets,
33 pereent, said thoy had diseussed at least one of theso leaflets with a
fellow soldier other than the political officer. Agnin, as with in-
formants in general, soldiers tended mainly to talk (in this case about

leaflets) with persons of their own military rank.?
The degree of the respondent’s literacy (as mferred from level of
formal education) evidently had little effect on his either seeing leaflets

4 Of a specinl sample of 164 Chinese cuptured by the end of March 1951, well
before the rate of leaflot distribution reached maximum, 82 pereent had seen or
heard of UN leaflets; and most of these aceurately deseribed specific lenflet mes-
sages to confirm their having rcad or been told of them. Xahn and Nierman
(1952), pp. 84-85.

5 Linebarger (1954), p. 307.

¢ Clulley (May 1963), p. 11.

7 Kahn and Nicrman (1052), pp. 8485, Of 154 Chinese POWs studied by
Kahn and Nicrman, only 6 pereent had ever heard airborne loudspeaker broad-
caste. The PROPIN-CCA questionnaire did not study airborne separately
from ground loudspeaker operations.

8 Tables 30 and 31.




or talking about these leaflots.  Illiterates both saw and telked about
lendlete only slightly less than did the literate soldiers.?
To the question (@), 84): “Did anyone mention to you thut he had
obtained a loaflet?”, 173 respondents *° answered as follows:
Somecone mentioned leaflots ... . . _______ 49.7 percent,
No one mentioned leaflots . .. ________ 50.3 poreent

C. LOUDSPEAKER BROADCASTS

To the quoestion (Q. 86) if they ever heard a UN loudspeaker
message while serving in Koroa, the 296 respondents answered as
follows: '

Heard message(s) - . - . ... 92.9 percent
Never heurd a message- ... ______.__._ 6.4 percent
No answer___._ . 0.7 pereent

Of the 275 soldiers who heard broadecasts, 25 percent had discussed
at least one memorable broadeast with a fellow soldier other than the
political officer.

To the question (Q. 94): “Did anyone ever talk to you about a
loudspeaker messago that he had heard?”, 144 respondents ' answered
as follows:

Someone mentioned loudspeakers. ... .. _____ 41.0 percent
No one mentioned loudspeakers. . ... __..___._ 59.0 percent
¢ Table 31.

1 Beeause of crrors in the printed questionnaire, belatedly corrected by verbal
instructions to the interviewers, answers were obtained from only 173 of 296
potential respondents. Of 154 Chinese POWs studied by Kahn and Nierman
(1952), pp. 86-87, 20 percent had learned UN lenflets contents from others,
including 9 percent by rumor,

1t Beeause of errars in the printed questionnaire, belatedly corrected by verbal
instructions to the interviewers, answers were obtained from only 144 of 298
potential respondents,
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ANNEX 5
THE CCA: A DOCUMENTARY STUDY, 1949-1961

No detailed, comprehensive, unclussified study of the Chinese Com-
muuist army has appeared sinee the publiention in 1052 of Colonel
Rigg’s Red China’s Fighting Hordes. There have been a number of
books, monographs, and articles on the structure or early history of
the CCA and some goneral descriptions which appear as mere chap-
ters or passages buried in larger works on Communuist China. Pending
the production of such a study, this anunex only surveys that docu-
mentary material relating to the composition, organization, and polit-
ical system of the CCA pertinent to word-of-mouth communications.

Ouly the regular land army is studied at present. The air force
and navy, although officially part of the CCA, and the militia and
othior public security units are omitted from this study.

A. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND THE CCA

The CCA is a politically conscious army.! From its creation in
1927, its commanders have successfully fused civil administration
and political propaganda with the conventional military arts. The
stute’s leading political theorist, Mao Tse-tung, has simultaneously
functioned as the army’s leading strategist. Many other senior gov-
ernment and Communist Party officials have successfully served the
army as tacticians and commanders. Conversely senior army
officers have occupied high government and party positions.?

Throughout its 34 year history the CCA has both employed and
been subjected to intensive political propaganda or ‘‘psychological
warfure.” 1t has employed propagands against the Chinese Nation-
alist government snd army continuously since 1927, against the
Jupanese invaders from 1937-45, and against the United Nations
Command in Korea from 1950-53. Concurrent with these opera-
tions, it was the target of propaganda from the Nationalists, the
anamoso, and the UN Command.?

The political tradition in the CCA is an mheutmu'e from the
Kuomintang, which, in 1923-24, adopted both agitation and propa-
ganda techniques and the political officer and “democratic centralism’

! For a general account of the intimate relationship between political and
military dooctrine and praetice in the CCA see Garvey (1060). BSee also Nanes
(1960), pp. 330-340; Ostrowska (Jan 1960), pp. 82-87.

* Walker (1957), pp. 39-40; Rigg (1952), pp. 19-61; ool (1955}, pp. 128, 145;
Hiuton (1956), pp. 41-53; Chao (1959), pp. 40-50.

3 Daugherty (1958), pp. 844--850.

85



systems from Sun Yat-sen'’s Soviet advisers. Mueh of this carly
Sovict organizational system has persisted sinee 1927 in both the
Nationalist and Communist governments and armies in China.  Con-
sequently, any Chinese changing sides charges his ideology but not
necessarily bis routine.?

The Soviot Army finally sbandoned its policy of dual command of
military officers and political commissars in 1942 as a crippling inter-
ference with conventional military oporations. However, the CCA
continues a political hicrarchy parallel to and integrated with the
regular military bierarchy.® 'This speeial political hierarchy is called
the Genornl Politienl Department (GPD).  During the rapid expan-
sion of the CCA, from 1948 through the Korcan War, the regular
military oflicor was scldom a hard-core Communist and often an
untrusted ex-Netionalist. The GPD politieal officer was particularly
prominent during that time as the overscer, spy, and propagandist
for maintaining the regime’s control over such politically unreliable
personnel, Al CCA officers must now undergo intensive political
sereening and training before; as well as after, receiving their com-
missions. Many military commanders have recently been trusted
to function temporarily as their own political officers where the
need has arisen.®

Around the beginning of October 1960, Marshal Lin Piao, in
addressing n conference of high ranking officers about political work
in the CCA, revealed that sinece May 1960, 120,000 “army
funetionaries” had engaged in this work at the company, platoon,
and squad levels.” This is probably a close approximation of the
number of GPD personnel in the army.8

The CCA is more politically conscious than any other major army.
Despite this, it proved vulnerable to UN Command psychological
operations in tha Korean War. Today, the fact of this vulnerability
to psychological operations remains. Only the extent and nature are
opon to speculation and enquiry.

‘Tang (1957), pp. 35-48; Liu (1956), pp. 17-18, 43-48, etc.; Carlson (1940),
pp. 14, 32, 35-37; Chiang Kai-shek (1957), pp. 6, 35, ete.; Pool (1955), pp. 123-
126, 138; Wilbur and How (1956), pp. 200-202; Leng and Palmer (1960), pp. 68,
76-77. For u description of the Nationalist’s political officer system see
Barber (1953).

& Brzezinski (1954), pp. 8-6; Garvey (1960), pp. 83, 109, 158-163, 212, 380;
Galay (1958), pp. 7-8; Hinton (1956), pp. 45-46; Carlson (1940), p. 36; Rigg
(1960), p. 72.

¢ Rigg (1952), pp. 23-24, cte.; Rigg (1957), p. 3; Chiu (1958), pp. 173-174;
Pool (1955), pp. 132-133; Woon (1960).

7 Peking, NCNA despuatch, 8 Oct 1960; SCMP, No. 2358 (14 Oct 1960) p. 1.

8 A SORO estimate based on independent data shows the following minimal
number of GPI> personnel in the 1958 CCA Table of Organization. TFrom this it
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B. GENERAIL CHARACTER OF THE CCA

i. Organization °

From 1949 until 1953, n pericd including the Chineso
intorvention in the Korcan War, the bulk of the CCA was organized
into a field army system composed of four such armies. Concurrently,
all Mainland Chine was divided into six administrative regions, cach
(exeept Manchuria) having as its senior “‘civil’” governor the military
commander of the field army geographicully coterminous with it.
Thus, the fusion of militury and civil authority at the regional level
was virtually complete, being in fact military government. In 1951
this army consisted of 2,650,000 men 10

In late 1953 a major reorganization deliberately based on
“advanced Soviet experience” was begun,! leading toward creation

is concluded that the oflicial statement of Marshal Lin is substantially correct.

Fstimoted (113 1 1, Table of Organizaiion Sticagth (1958)
Echelon Nuinber of | GPD per | GPD per
units » unit & echelon
GPD DIrCOLOTALO. - oo o ooen e ccteecaccasmea e e cmaanmaeamnnae 1 Q) ()
Military District, 1st Class_ ___ n (¢9] ()]
Mil, Dist., Provinelsl.......... 2 ()] [0}
ArMY. . yieccicnaann 40 500 20, 000
Division... 120 150 18, 000
Ruegiment._ . 520 80 41, 600
Battalion._ 1,920 3 5,760
Company.. 6,880 2 13, 700
Platoon.... (4] 0 0
Bquad. ... - (5] 0 0
Total GPD porsonnel 99, 120+

aLco ?968). . 15, 38-39.
b Lee (1958), pp. 50-51.
¢ Ono or two “politieal warrfors’! (non-GPD) per squad.

9 Chiu (1960), pp. 59-66; Lee (1058); Crayson (1955), pp. 16-47.

10 Supplementing the regular army was s Public Security Force of 2,450,000
men (1951) composed of units concerned with internal movement and other
police functions directly controlled by the Ministry of Public Security in Peking
and units uscd for guard duty on stationary dafense nnder direct control of the
army. Inaddition there was a militia of 5,480,000 (1950) composed of home guard
and army reserve units. Lapp (1960), pp. 61-62; Walker (1955), pp. 31-32;
Rigg (1962), pp. 66-77.

I From August 1958, when Marshal Chu Teh dramatically announced in
Pravdn that the CCA must not ‘“‘dogmatically” accept the Soviet Army as its
model, there was marked coolness both between the CCA and Soviet Army and
within the senior ranks of the CCA, This phase ended with the replacement of
Marshal Peng Tehi-buni by Marshal Lin Piso as Minister of Defense in September
1959. The former eculogizing of the Soviet Army has reappeared in the Chinese
press.  Irickson (1960), pp. 246-247; Aloxandrov (1959), pp. 26-29; Galay
(1960), pp. 11-12; Galay (1958), pp. 7-9; Chinese Communist press and radio
reporting of the 23 February 1961 CCA celebrations of Soviet Army Day; Kashin

(1960).
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of o modern militury establishment.  This reorganization first re-
placed the field army systom: with a centralized regular army system.
Then, in June 1954, military government of the regional arcas was
replaced by regular civil administration,'?

Since 1950, the firstline strength of the CCA ground forees
has varied only between 2 and 3 million. In 1953 the newly organized
regular army system eonsisted of 2,250,000 men plus regional security
forees and the militia. Today, the firstline strength of the CCA,
excluding the navy and air foree, is close to 2,500,000.® Since 1959,
for the first time in its history, the army contains only 3-year con-
seripts, except for officers and NCOs,

As a result of reorganization, the CCA is now a fairly
modern type of conventional army. It no longer has the tactics
and training, equipment, or organization of a guerrilla force. The
transition in tactics to large fiold foriations oecurred duaring the

Jivil War (1946-49); the transition in cquipment, during and after
the Korean War (1950-present); that in organization, particularly
in 1953-55. However, a gucrrilla potential remains: the tradition is
proudly inculated in the new recruits, and all officers who served
before 1946—the great majority of marshals, generals, and senior
colonels-— were guerrillag.™

The militin, even the 10-15 million firstline personnel,
ill-truined and lightly armed, is not. intended for use us light infantry.
1t is primarily an instrument of internal sceurity to guarantee quiet
in the new communes. Secondly, it provides a massive, partly trained
regerve for the CCA, the regulur army. Finally, it is a potential
guerrille foree in the event of invasion of the China Mainiand.'®

2. Recruitment

Prior to 1955 the CCA recruited on the exclusive basis
of “voluntary” enlistment. The great mass of enlistments was
achieved only by extreme application of what the Communists termed
*gocinl prossure.” 'These reeruits were officially listed and informally
treated as volunteors. For this reason, and because they had in a
senso entered into & morully binding contract with both state and

2 Lapp (1960), p. 62; Walker (1957), pp. 40-41; Walker (1955), p. 31; Rigg
(1057), pp. 3-4.

3 Lapp (1960), p. 63, has 2,500,000-3,400,000. As the air force and navy are
an integral purt of the CCA the larger figures presumably include 400,000 air
force personnel (75,000 flying and technical plus 325,000 attached ground forces)
and 56,000 naval personne] (28,000 sailors, 28,000 marines). Rigg (1957), p. 4,
estimates that at the end of 1956 there were 2,500,000 firstline soldiers plus 200,000
airmen and sailors, plus nearly 1,000,000 public security troops.

1 ’Ballance (1959), pp. 245, 246; Chiu (1958), p. 168; Nanes (1960), p. 340;
Kashin (1960). The guerrilla tradition is a major theme in the Chinese Com-
munist public and military press. See particularly the Army Day (Aug. 1)
press and radio coverage for 1960 and 1961,

13 Powell (1960); Nanes (1960), p. 339; O'Ballance (1959), p. 247; Walker
(1957), p. 42; Ting (1955).
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socioty, tho rosulting climate of enlistinent produced u somewhat
higher morale than the “rope and tie” impressment traditionally
used by Chinese warlords.!

The eurrently used conscription procedure is founded on
the Draft Conscription Law of 30 July 19557 By this law, all
males between 18 and 22 years of age, that is, 17 through 21 by
Wostern age reckoning, are subject to conscription. Reserve obliga-
tions continuoe until ngo 40. It alse provides both for 3 years active
sorvice for EM and NCQOs in the nrmy and Public Security Force
and for gradual domobilization of the earlier “voluntcers.” '8 This
law also established an annual winter conseription period from the
beginning of November until the end of February, active service
dating from March 1st. This schedule has been closcly approximated
from the first conscription wave of 1955-56 to the recently concluded
fifth conseription wave of 1959 60.1° Thus, under the 1955 Con-
scription Law. up to onc-third of the army should be replaced anminlly
by conscription; and the first conscription wave of 195556 did
include about 500,000 new recruits.?

The Conscription Law of 1955 closely resembles the special
compulsory eall-up regulation of the previous year under which
830,000 men between 18 and 22 years of age wero inducted during
the period November 1954 through February 1955 with active
service dating from 1 Mareh 1955, This special call-up marked the
beginning of change from voluntary to conseript service.

In the fifth conscription wave concluded in February 1960,
a substantial proportion of recruits emno directly from the militin,
where they had already received a rudimeniary orientaiiva fo the
army.” From a presumably model county in Heilungkiang province,

16 Rigg (1952), pp. 127-129.

1 Lapp (1960), p. 63; Tang (1957), pp. 344-346; Chiu (1958), p. 170; Kirby
(1956), p. 234; Hinton (1956), pp. 47-48.

% 8ervice in the air force and const guard is 4 years, in the navy, 5 years.
By contrast, the Suviet army calls up 19 year olds for 2 years service, Lapp
(1960), p. 63.

% Tang (1957), p. 346.

% Chiu (1958), p. 170. However, see Lapp (1960), p. 63, who writes: “In
excess of 1 million men were reported drafted between November 1955 and
February 1956.” See also Kirby (1956), p. 222, which states 450,000 inductees
were planned and Walker (1957), p. 41, who writes *more than half a million”
were inducted.

3 Communist China: 1955 (Nov. 1856), p. 133; Kirby (1956), pp. 216-222,
242; Chiu (1958), p. 172.

# SCMP, No. 2218 (17 Mar, 1960), p. 8. Radi¢ Peking singled out Chekiang
as an apparently model province where, of all recruits, 37 percent had received
marksmanship training with their militia units and an additional 12 percent had
at least some militin experience. Al recruits from Anliwel province were from
the militia, according to o report of the provincial Conseription Bureau (SCMP,
No. 2235, 11 Apr. 1960, p. 8).
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73 percent of the vecruits woere 18 yewrs of ago, 86 porcent were
“A-grade” in physieal condition, 75 percent were from “poor peasant
families™, and 31 percent were Communist Party or Young Communist
Loaguo mombers.®  As the annual quote of recruits is only n small
pereontage ' of available rogistrants, the conscription authorities
are able to sot and maintain high standards for recruitmont. Those
standards actually applied appear to include, in approximate ordec
of priority: % :

(1) high political reliability

(2) somo provious military instruction

(3) literacy

(4) sound health

(8) youth

Owing to the vast pool of registrants available for conscrip-
tion, deferral or exomption is usually granted college students, tech-
nical workers, public servants, professionals, men who are the sole
support of their familics, only sons, the physically deformed or ill,
and these denied political riglhts by law.?

Although no clear evidence has been noted, it appears
likely that the proportion of non-Chinese in the CCA is considerably
below that ol their proportion (6%) in the entire population of China.
Tho best indications are that these national minoritics—Tibetans,
Mongols, Turks, cte.— are disproportionately excluded mainly because
they are not believed to mect the prime requirement of high political
reliability, and special efforts are made {oward political indoctrination
of thoso that ave conscripted. In any case, the majority of CCA
troops in Tibet, Inner Mongolia, and Sinkiang are evidently Chinese,
those reladively few local minority troops being fully integrated into
the ranks with the Chinese troops.?®*

Recruits are assigned by draft authorities directly to an
active unit for on-the-job training rather than to special basie training

#® SCMP, No. 2235 (11 Apr. 1960), pp. 7-9. It was officially reported that in
Deo. 1956, 53.7 percent of those enlisting in Peking were CP or CYL members!
SCMP, No. 1476 (25 Feb, 1957).

# Roughly 12 percent, assuming 700,000 recruits out of approximately 6 million
males who reach the age of 18 each year. There are now over 110 million Chinese
males 18-40 years of age, all of whom are subject to registration arnd conseription
or reserve service. Istimates extrapolated from demographic data in Krader
and Aird (1989), pp. 626-626. Tang (1957), p. 352, independently estimates:
‘* Approximately 5 million inen reach the age of 20 each year. . . . the new
Conscription Law furthermore, was expected to apply to 80 million men of
military age . . . .’ Nanes (1960), p. 339, estimates 125 million men of military
age.””  For data from the Sino-Japanese War period, see Liu (1956), pp. 131-152.

1 SCMP, No. 2235 (11 Apr 1960), pp. 8-9; SCMP, No. 2218 (17 Mar 1960),
p- 8 )

- 3 Woon (1960); Kirby (1958), p. 234; SCMP, No. 2248 (2 May 1960), pp.
16-17.
2 Urumchi Radio, 28 July 1961, 1405 GMT. See also Annex 2-C-3,
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units as in Wostorn armios. 1lowever, prior militiu training partly
substitutes for basic training. The recruits participato with their
units in the annual spring training eycle observed in all CCA units.?

In sharp contrast with the former system of informal rank,
the Regulations for the Service of Officers of 8 February 1945 inaugu-
rated the formal inilitary hierarchy in the present-day CCA. This
rogulation provides for commissioning as second licutenants: (1) all
graduates from military schools, and (2) those without formal military
education who have demonstrated oxceptional ability in work or
rendered meritorious service in war, '

In the selection of officor material, “political quality’’
stunds at loast equal with ‘“professional ability” as a prerequisite.
It is ovident from the specification of these criteria in Article 25 of the
Regulations that the CCA doos not maintain any fiction of the separa-
tion of the political and military sphores.

The authority for promotion or demotion of officers varies
with grade or rank: marshals aund geueral grades ure assigned directly
by the Central Government, field grades by the Ministry of National
Defense, and company grades by field commanders.?

Beginning in the spring of 1951, a system of military
specialist schools for junior officer candidate training was established
in the major Chinesc citics. Newspaper advertisements encouraged
seeondary school graduates to enroll for specialized courses lasting
from 8 months to 2 years, deponding on the branch of service. An
estimated 40,000 men enrolled in the first term. It appears likely
that all college students and secondary school graduates who apply
for CCA service are sent to these military schools. Under the
Regulations for Officers of 1955, all graduales are directly ecommis-
sioned either ns second lieutenants or, in the case of those with superior
academic records, us first lieutenants.®

Womon no longer serve us combatants in the CCA as
they did during the Civil War.®

3. Indoctrination *

The political orthodoxy of the CCA is promoted by two
devices: (1) the policy of placing only hard-core Communists in

- 9 Chiu (1958), p. 171.

2 Tang (1957); pp. 345-347; Chiu (1958), p. 160. For the symbolism of the
newly issued officers’ uniforms of 1955 sce Rigg (1957), p. 3. See also “New
Titles and Tunics for Red China’s Army Brass,” Life, 17 Oct 1955, pp. 58-59.
See Tool (1955), pp. 125126, for the high political quality of officers even before
the Regulations of 1955,

# Chiu (1958), pp. 169-171; Woon (1960). Aviation and naval school courses
last 2 years; armored force school courses, 8 months.

% Women do, however, continue to serve as combatants in the militia.
O’Ballance (1959), p. 246; Nanes (1060), p. 339; Yang (1859), no. 6, pp. 27-20.

3t ¥or the nature of the overlapping functions of cdueation, indoctrination, and
propaganda sce Chen (San 1957), pp. 43-48. See also Mills (Dec 1959), pp.
71-77. ’
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scnior command positions, and (2) the system of political officers and
cadres instibutionalized in the General Political Dopartment (GPD),

At the boginning of the Korean War, n substantial pro-
portion of the CCA officers were formor Nationalist officers who had
received only cursory political screcning and indoctrination. Vir-
tually all these officers, as well as the former Nationalist lower ranks,
have now been eliminated by & combination of demobilization,
extensive purge, and Korean War, “cannon-fodder” attrition.?

According to the official English text of the Chinese
Communist Purty Constitution of 26 September 1956

“Tho [Communist] Party organizations in the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army carry on their work in accordance
with the instructions of the [CP] Central Committee. The
General Political Department in the People’s Liberation
Army, under the direction of the Central Committee, takes
charge of the ideological and organizational work of the
Party in the army.” ‘

Party suporvision of the CCA is exercised through a formal hierarchical
structure of politicul officers (down to company level) and cadres
supplemented by regular Communist Purty members penetrating
every level of the military hierarchy down to the squad with its
“political wurrior.”” % The Party Constitution explicitly provides for
Communist “committees” in army units at company or other primary
unit levels where three or more full party members exist; if less than
three, they should join eclls in a nearby unit

Personnel of the GPD work closely with all Communist
Party (CP) and Young Communist League (YCL) members serving
in the army. Of non-Party military personnel, a large proportion
of the couscripts, and most of the officors, are recruited into either
the CP or YCL during their army service. Their recruitment is a
result of either the intensive political indoctrination work of the GPD
personnel or the rewards associated with membership in the elite
body of a Communist regime. As over 80 percent of all discharged
servicemen are now demobilized as members of the CP or YCL and
probably less than 30 percent were mémbers before conscription, the
CCA is clearly & major instrument of Communist indoctrination and

2 Rigg (1952), pp. 124, 272-278; Dangherty (1958), pp. 635-641.

3 Constitution of the Communist Party of China (Adopted 26 Sept 1956),
Article 35, quoted in Tang, v. 2 (1958), p. 125,

= Lapp (1960), pp. 66-66; Chiu (19568), pp. 173-175; Crocker (19573, p. 08;

Chiu (1960), p. 62.
8 CCP Constitution, Article 47, quoted by Kirby (1958), p. 132.
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party recruittnent.  In fact, over 350,000 wew CP or YCL mombers
are domobilized each yenr.®®

Because ell EM are youths as a result of the Conseription
Law ol 1955, ever incrensing stress is being placed on the political
indoctrination condueted by the CCA branches of the Young Com-
munist League.

The YCL is the main indoetrination and recruiting insti-
tution among EM for the Communist Party. Indeed, of all personnel
who achieve full CP membership during their military service, over
95 percent are recruited out of the army’s YCL branches.?®®

The GPD controls all political aspects ol the CCA.  These
aspeets ave broadly defined to inelude propaganda, “cultural” affairs,
ontertninment, relations with civilinns and army dependents, youth
work, eduecation, postal service and censorship, and, through intelli-
geneo and counterespionage networks, the internal security of the
armed services.  Although the GPD is administratively under the
government Ministry of Nuational Delense, it is direcily responsible
cither to the party Politburo or a committee of the Politburo. The
present Director of the GPD is General T"an Cheng.3

In an offort to overcome hostilities which had developed
among officers and between officers, enlisted men, and civilians, the
Party Central Committee ordered a new and intensive 5-year political
indoctrination course beginning in 1956 for officers above the runk of
senior captain, Despito this coffort, as late as 23 September 1957,
the Direetor of the GPD was still publicly admitting the persistence
of serious ideological deviations among CCA officers.®® In Qctober
1957, as part of the Communist “reciification” program, the policy
of assigning civilian cadres for training and work at lower echelons
was cstablished. In August 1958, Marshal Chu Teh announced
retrospectively a tightening of political control in the CCA. TFinally
in September, the GPD ordered that the CCA assign all officers to
serve as privates ut company lovel for at least a month each year.
Within 6 months, 150,000 officers, including 160 generals, had seen

3 SCM P, No. 2248 (2 May 1960}, p. 20. Bee also SCMP, No. 2219 (18 Mar
1960), p. 9. Based on an estimated annual demobilization of 700,000 EM and
NCOs. In Scptember 1957, the CP had 12,700,000 members. In August 1956,
the YCL had 20 million members. Chao (1959), p. 50; Chao (13 May 1957),
p. 20, It was officially anmounced that 90 percent of the men demobilizsd in
1957 were CP or YCL members averaging 25 years of age. Chiu (1958), p. 172.

3= SCM P, No. 2503 (25 May 1961), pp. 2-8; SCM P, No. 2460 (21 Mar 1961),
pp. 6-8,

3 TLapp (1060), p. 66. For the GPD Agitprop Seetion and CP Youth League
in the army around 1936, sce Snow (1957), pp. 47-50, 52-55. See pp. 64-68,
131-142, for hiographics of senior GPD oflicers.

% (Gen T'an Cheng cited in Walker (1957), p. 415; Chm (1958), p. 169; Chiu
(1960), pp. 65-66.
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such service. This program of hsie-fang, “simuluted demotion,”
continues on an intensive, well-publicized basis ™

In u further effort to reduce tensions and improve disci-
pline between ollicers and men, the Regulutions Governing I'LA
Kduecational Work at the Company Level were promulgated on 5 July
1961 with muech fanfure. This new deereo stresses that between
ranks there should be: (1) “class brotherhood,” (2) cquality in sta-
tus with differences supposedly being only in job descriplion, and
(3) mutual respect and harmonious relalions (the “respect officers
and love soldiers” slogan).?

Traditionally, but with steadily increasing emphuasis since
1957, large numbers of units are periodieally detached for assignments
to productive labor alongside eivilian workers in agriculture and
industry.® This policy is pursued more [or roasons of public relations
than cconomics.

In January 1959 the GPD initiated a 10-year plan for
general edueation among servicemen. This program concentrates
on middle school eduention and will gradually move toward college-
level material

4, Demobilization

The Draft Consgeription Law of 1955 provides [or demobi-
lization of EM and NCO’s. Thesc conscripted after 1955 are due for
demobilization following 3 years service. T'he sepuration or discharge
date for all conseripts is March 1st. Those who culisted in 1955 or
bofore were to be gradually demobilized either by placing them on
the reserve list or rotiring them.® However, considerable demobili-
zation had taken place before this law. By 10 December 1955,
4,510,000 soldiers of the CCA had already been returned to civilian
status.®

More than 5,000,000 men were demobilized in the 7 years
preceding 5 November 1956 with an additional 800,000 scheduled
for release during 1957. By this time, virtually sll of the former

% Chiu (1960), p. 66; Galay (1958), p. 8, quoting Chu Teh in Pravda, 3 Aug
1958; Peking Radio, 28 July 1960; Rigg (1960), p. 70; SCMP No. 2184 (26 Jan
1960), p. 9. The Chine Yearbook: 1968-59 (1959), pp. 511-512, gives the date
for civilian eadres incorrectly as 1958. It also says the simulated demotion of
officers is on a rotation basis over a 3-to-5-year period. Woon (1960) says the
simulated demotion period is a fortnight each ycar.

3 Peking Radio, 5 July 1961, 0229 GMT; SCMP, No. 2535 (12 July 1961),
pp. 1-2, '

© Lapp (1960), p. 66; SCMP, No. 2248 (2 May 1960), pp. 19-20; SCMP No.
22909 (19 July 1960), p. 15; NCNA dispateh of 30 July 1960.

- % SCMP, No. 2266 (26 May 1960), pp. 2-6; NCNA dispatch of 21 Aug 1960.

2 Chiu (1958), pp. 172-173, for a detailed account of demobilization. SCMP,
No. 2248 (2 May 1960), pp. 20-22; Lee (1958), pp. 30-32.

4 Tang (1957), p. 346; Kirby (1956), p. 232.

4 Tang (1957), p. 346.
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Nationulist, older, or unskilled troops had been demobilized, many
of the former Nationalists being assigned to construction and water
conservation projects.® By 1 July 1958, some 6,800,000 CCA
personnel had been demobilized . *®

There are at present nearly eight million demobilized
CCA personnel comprising about 3% pereent of the total adult male
population of China.*” Approximately 1-1% million pre men who
who were drafted during the first and second conscription waves
under the present 3-year service requirement.

Considerable effort is made by the regime to assist the
demobilized sorvicemen and their dependents. “Preferential treat-
ment’’ is granted demobilized servicemen, disabled veterans, and
the dependents and survivors of servicemen and votorans. This
ussistance takes the form of counseling services, certificates of honor,
adjustments in eomputation of man-days of labor, cash grants on
demobilization, periodic subsidiary payments, special outright sub-
sidics in personal items and staples. The objective is to maintain
their livelihood at » level not lower than that of the local populace.
Domobilized personnel are assisted to find suitable employment,
and sanatoria are provided for aged or disabled veterans and
dependents.  However, “certuin shortecomings'” have been admitted
in the prompt and complete fulfilment of this assistance.*®

All demobilized men who had been conscripted under the
provisions of the 1955 Conscription Law are subject to service in
the reserves until they reach the agoe of 40, Speecial reserve categories
exist for men inducted before 1955. Many of theso reservists are
known to serve as cadre in the militia, Comparable reserve provi-
sions are made for officers who leave active service; however the army
normally intends and expeets that its officers will serve for life.*

5. Dependents :

In 1950, GPD Genersl T’an Cheng, now Director of the
GPD, declared that “soldier marriages are to be very limited in
number” due to severe financial shortages in the army. At that time,
and possibly even today, there was a tendency for political officers to
discourage their troops from marriage on the grounds that marriage

# Chin (1988), pp. 170, 172; Rigg (1957), p. 6; Lapp (1960), p. 63; Walker
(1957), p. 41.

16 Chiu (1958), p. 170; SCMP, No. 1786, (6 June 1958), p. 5.

47 Allowing for 10 percent deaths among an estimated 8,300,000 men demobi-
lized since 1949 and extrapolating to an adult (156 years and over) male population
of 325 million in 1060. Based on demographic data in Krader and Aird (1959),
pp. 625-626, 628-629.

4 Radio Nanchang, 2 Feb 1961, 1415 GMT; NCNA, 11 Feb 1061, 0816 GMT;
Radio Foochow, 13 Feb 1961, 0345 GMT; Radio Peking, 14 Feb 1961, 1309 GMT;
Radio Peking, 14 Feb 1961, 2215 GMT; Radio Nanchang, 26 July 1461, 1415
GMT; SCMP, No. 2440 (20 Feb 1961), pp. 13-15; SCMP, No. 2447 (2 Mar 1961),
pp. 8-9; Lee (1958), pp. 32-35; Free China and Asia, VIII, 2 (Feb 1961), p. 33,

9 Hinton (1956), pp. 47-48.

95




would interfere with a supposedly [ull-time professionnd military
ceoreer.®  As of Iebruary 1952, 28 percent of all CCKF POWs were
murried, with no significant difforence between officers and other
ranks,®  Judging from the topioq of private conversation among
CCA soldiers, the SORQ intorvicws also indieated a moderato degree
of civilian orientation in the Army.® In this early period, if not
now, it was the general policy for CCA personnel to be stationed far
from their homes. This resulted in a widespread fatalistic attitude
among troops teward their families, expressed by one Chinese POW
in Koren thus: “I think I have to give up my family at homeland for
lost, at least for the time being.” *

The long standing practice of giving soldiers free food,
cigareties, and a small cash allowance in lieu of regular pay was
abolished in 1955. This change made it possible for soldiers to start
or maintain families.®* Officers, mainly because of their better pay,
wero quick to make use of this new policy. Within the yeur ending
in the second quarter of 18567, threo yuartors of a million dependents
moved to army posts te join their men. The great majority were
dependonts of officers, and 80 percent were from rural areas. The
presence in ariny posts of these dependents created such unexpectedly
great demands on the time and facilities of the army that a half year
later on 28 Nov 1957 the GPD ordered that these dependents return
to their homes, By the summer of 1958, most had complied except
for n temporarily exempt minority of wives who either had been with
their soldier-husbands since before 1949 or were locally employed.
A morale problem arose which was met by promising annual furloughs
to the officers and men. As a result of the agricultural production
drive of the 1960-61 winter, it is now required that all dependents
except those alrendy assigned to army-operated vegetable or livestock
farms must remain in or return to civilian agricultural production
when their husbands are transferred to another post. This policy
has roportedly resulted in considerable dissatisfaction among and
complaints by the officers and men affected.®

Although the Marringe Law of 1950 which applies gen-
erally to civilians provides that ‘‘divorce shall be granted without
deluay,” special provisions are made for the benefit of military per-
sonnel. The permission of those soldiers who “maintain correspond-

® Rigg (1852), pp. 12, 14, 15, 109. See the New Statesman (10 Sept 1960),
p. 826, for an analysis of the current Chinese Communist views on “proletarian
love” versus “bourgeocis love' as a basis for marriage.

st POW Census (1962), pp. 8, 13.

8 PROPIN-CCA Annex 3-B-4.

8 Kehn and Nierman (1962), p. 45. For & contrary view, see Pool (1955),
pp. 139-140.

# Lee (1958), pp. 25-30.

s Chiu (1958), p. 170; NYT, 1 Dec 1957, p. 149; Rigg (1960), p. 70; Review of
Iong Kong Chinese Press (10-11 Dec 1960), p. 3; Lee (1968), pp. 63—64.
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ence” with their immediate fumilies inust be obtained in order for
thoir wives to apply for divorce, and divoreo may bo granted to
spouses of CCA personnel who have not corresponded with their
families for a period of 2 years.™

C. TENSIONS IN THE CCA

As virtually all former Nulionalist officers and men have now been
eliminated from the CCA, this once major potential source of defection
has disappeared.®

The substitution of a centralized regular avmy system for the field
army system in 1953 and o centralized civil administration for the
military government of regional areas in 1954 offectively removed
both the temptation and likelihood of 8 reestoblishment of seini-
independent “war-lords” at the provineinl or regional level.®

In February 1957, Mno Tse-tung encouraged uninhibited public
criticisin ol the regime, the so-called “hundred flowers” of internal
contradictions. ‘The lush blooming of “fragrant flowers”’ and “poison-
ons weeds” continued into 1958, when the regime decided this cam-
paign had served its several purpeses. However, s number of long-
suspected CCA vulnerabilitios had alrecady come to full light. Both
the Director of the GPD * and the Chief of the General Staff ® con-
firmed serious strains existing between officers and their men, between
Communist cadre and nou-party personnel, between “intellectual”
and “worker-peasant” cadre, and botween the CCA and the civil
populace. These revelations prefaced an intensive campaign to reduce
tensions ameng these pgroupings. Although these tensions, both
within the army and between the military and eivil areas -of tho
society, undoubtedly persist, their present degree is insufficiently
known to enable us to judgo if they still constitute major vulnerabilities.

The combination of intensive politieal indoetrination and adequate
provision for the physical and psychological nceds of officers and
men seems to inspire a generally high level of morale.®

# Fu in Kirby (1956), pp. 130-131. S8pecial provisions for the CCA are in
Article 19 of the New Marriage Law promulgated 1 May 1950,

& See Annex 5-B-3.

% 8es Annex 5-B-1. Also Pool (1955), pp. 16, 129-132, 140-146; Crocker
(1957), p. 08; Lapp (1060), pp. 66-66; Tang (1957), p. 186.

© (jen T’an Cheng in the Jen-min jih-pao (Peking), 21 Apr, 1957 as cited in The
New York Times (17 June 1957), p. 2 and Lapp (1960), p. 20.

® Gen Su Yiiin an NCNA despateh from Chungking on 22 May 1957 as cited
by Lapp (1960), p. 20.

* This assessment of Tang (1957), pp. 3564-357, made before the revelation of
“contradietions” in 1957, is probably still applicable. See also Wilson (1954),
p. 44. Tor & contrary view ses Litner (Nov 1960}, pp. 577-593.
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ANNEX 6

FORMAL AND INFORMAL NETWORKS: A DOCU-
MENTARY STUDY

Although PROPIN-CCA was charged to study the informal
aspoct of word-of-mouth communication, the formal is also of great
importance because it partly predetermines and partly interlocks
with the informal channels or networks. The structure of any organ-
ization such as tho CCA is its formal communication network: the
hierarchy is the chain-of-command. In addition to determining all
networks of formal communications, it may be inferred that the for-
mal hierarchical structure of the CCA also partly predetermines the
informal networks because virtually all members of the CCA partice-
ipate in both types of notworks. Indeed, much of the restriction
on informal eommunications and particular types of informants used
by CCA personnel is inferred to be a consequence of the particular
formal hierarchical structure which conditions to some extent all
actual and potential communication links between members of this
organization,

A. FORMAL NETWORKS

An unusually high degree of reliance on {ormal word-of-mouth com-
munication is traditional in the command structure of the CCA.
This is a direct result of the high inecidence of illiterates and semi-
literates diffused along the chain of command, a condition only
recently corrected. This tradition can be. traced from the immedi-
ate prototype of the CCA: the National Revolutionary Army of
Sun Yat-sen. In 1925, General Vassili Bliicher (“Galen’), Chief
of Staff of the Whampoa Military Academy in Caunton, urged upon
the Academy Commandant, Chiang Kai-shek, the need to establish
a special course on telegraphic and telephonic communications. The
Soviet adviser cited the primitive state of military communications,
noting that the “local populace is relied on for help in relaying infor-
mation between officors of different units.” ! During the Chinese
Civil War period (1946-49), the Communists depended on messen-
gers—traveling usually on oot but sometimes by horse—for village-
to-village transmission of word-of-mouth or written messages of

1 Letter from (alen to Chiang dated April 1925, cited in Wilbur and How
(1966), p. 174,
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mtelligencoe concerning Nationalist troop movements.? At the time
of the Korcan War, the bulk of CCA military orders from division
level down were still transmitted verbally. Deotailed battle maps
and written orders wore the rare exception; however, military experts
and observers have attributed to the Chinese soldier w retentive
memory, a fair sense of terrain, and an ability to follow verbal orders
and instructions literally.?
» Which military renk is tho most suitable audience for psycho-
logieal operations against an army? The communieator’s choice of
nudicnee is based on Lis asscssmeni of three hasic factors:

1. The influence which any given rank has on the overall efficiency

of the army.

2. The accessibility of tho operator to that rank.

3. The susceptibility of that rank to propaganda.
Because of the “military worth” of the higher ranks is largely offset
by the proportionatoly larger numbers of lower ranks, it is unlikely
that any given rank has a substantially greater ability than any
other rank to influence oversll army efficiency. According to Litoff
and Yarnold, this generalization holds for any army which meets
certain criteria and assumptions set forth in their study.* The Litoff-
Yarnold model appears to adequately represent the CCA over the
past docade and, barring drastic changes in hierarchical organization
or recruitment and demobilization policies, in the future.® Thus,
according to this model, the infuence of any given rank of the CCA
on the oversll military efficiency is approximately equal. Therefore,
the communicator’s choice of audience may be confined to his deter-
mination of the accessibility and susceptibility of a given rank. These
two Iatter fanctors have already been explored above, in Anncxes
3, 4, and 5. i '

The inauguration and strict maintainance of a formal hierarchy
of miilitary ranks has tended to discourage the comradeship between
officers and men which characterizad the CCA bofore 1955. Officers
arc now distinguished from common soldiers by markedly different

2 Ting (19556), p. 92. Belden (1949), pp. 111-112, The regular use of long-
distance footrunners to earry officisl messages is one of scveral traditional meana
of communication in China, as noted by Marco Polo.

* Baldwin (1851), p. 57; Rigg (1962), p. 177; Rigg (1857), p. 6; Liu (1956),
pp. 142-143; Wilson {1954), p. 45.

¢ Litoff and Yarnold (1950).

¢ The medel also appears to fit all major modern armies—East or West—
except tho Soviet Army, because of its recent most atypical distribution of
ranks: 26 percent officers, 50 percent NCOs, 25 percent EM. However, a more
usual balance of ranks (and with it the applicability of the model) should be
resiored by the Fall of 1961 if the presently envisaged reorganization of the
Soviet Army is carried forward as planned. See Galay (1960), particularly pp.
4-5, YFor some relevant remarks, pertaining at least to the American Army, on
the shift from a pyramidal to & diamond-shaped rank hierarchy in highly
technieal units, see Janowitz (1959), pp. 31-34.
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and superior uniforms, insignia, pay, food, billeting, snd opportu-
nities for advancement. The gap botween officors and men is further
increased by the 3-yenr conseription sorvice which has largely elim-
mated the possibility of a militery carcer for EM and NCQs. Offi-
cers, however, being expected to make their carcors in the army,
continuo as a professional body with the addition of most symbols and
and speeial privileges characteristic of o stratified or class society.®

The initial equalitarian, Inrgely unstratified, character of the orig-
inal “Red Army” in China was officially explained as pure commu-
nism in action: the application to the military of the Communist
philosophy of the “classless’ society. This policy was effective prop-
aganda in early days when the Chinese Communists were in desper-
ate competition with the Nationalists, However, with mounting
success and tho transformation from a guerrilla to a conventional
type army, social stratification was gradually intensified. In fact
it was quite evident during the Korean War, and by 1955 it was
mandatory.?

A reportedly sham “friendship” between officers and men is now
sometimes exhibited in the rare intervals of rolaxation or during the
public colebration of certain festive oceusions. At such public occa-
sions as National Day, “army-civilian social mectings,” and the dedi-
cation of new construction projects, officers and men may perform
folk dances, opera, or other entertainments in mixed groups and may
exchangoe comradely grestings with eivilians. Following these special
occasions, tho officers and men revert to their own separate groups.s

The over-watehful GPD personnel are instructed to disapprove the
growth of any close fricndships between officers and men.  No officer
is permitted to praise or reward his men oxcept in official meetings of
the unit.?

The new policy of “simulated demotion” makes it mandatory for
all officers to spend a brief period each year serving in the ranks in
soine unit other than their own. Common soldiers are instructed to
treat the newcomer as if ho were one of their own rank. However, it
is reported that few take this seriously.!®

B. INFORMAL NETWORKS

The existence of informal word-of-mouth networks within the army
has been investigated above in the section (Annex 3, Part E) on the
friendship networks. Some of the factors and conditions operating

& Woon (1960).

7 Among other observers who witnessed and deseribed the carly ‘‘classless”
soclety of “leaders’” and “fighters” in the CCA were Carlson (1940), pp. 85-37;
Snow (1938), pp. 64-70; Belden (1949), pp. 330-334. Sec also Rigg (1960), p. 70.

8 Woon (1960); Radio Peking, NCNA, in Fnglish to Asia, 16 Feb. 1961,
0007 GMT,

s Woon (1060).

0 See Annex 5-B-3.
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aguinst the growth of suech networks have been mentioned in the
immedintely preceding section of the present annex and others are
mentioned below.

Informal networks of communication exist, and they are used.
Howover, there are severe restrictions on frequency of meeting,
numbers of participants per meeting, and freedom of discussion.
Fivat, suldiers of all ranks are almost fully oceupied with military
duties, indoetrination classes, laboring in civilian agriculture, industry,
and construction projeets. Thus, soldiers have little time to them-
selves.  Sceondly, the GPD-—with overt political officers and cadre
in every unit and covert counterintelligence agents seattered through-
out the army- s alert to rumor-mongering. Persons suspected of
spreading dangerous rumors may receive warnings, transfer, confine-
ment, isolation, and sometimes corporal punishment.” Thus soldiers
have little froedon of discussion.

The introduection of fresh unofficial news or information into the
informal word-of-mouth networks of the CCA derives from two
sources; (1) very senior military oflicers and upper echelons of the
GPD hicerarchy, and (2) most importantly, civilian informants of
soldiers.

The senior officers staffing the upper echelons of the political and
military command structures have official access to fresh unoffieial
information on a need-to-know busis. This information—from foreign
books, magazincs, nowspapers, rudio monitoring, dircet contact with
foreign officials and visitors—is converted into propaganda before
being pasgsed down the oflicial hiorarchy. Presumably someo of this
information is transmitted down the informnal word-of-mouth net-
work; but, in the absence of data, it is presumed to reach the lower
cchelons only infrequently and even then in distorted form.

The remaining source of fresh unoflicial news is the civilian popu-
lation. Although civilians are a less frequent source than either
EM, political officers, militury officors, or NCOs, they comprise an
extremely important channel of information for soldiers on garrison
duty in China. Their importance derives from the fact that both
the extent and froquency of contact with civilians are probably
sufficient to guarantee wide dispersion of that information they do
convey to soldiers. Furthermore, the quality of the information
which civilians transmit to soldiers is as high, or higher, than that
passed among soldiers.  Soldiers econsider it more credible, more
important, more often unofficial, more clandestine, and almost as
recent. The GPD personnel attempt s close contre! of soldiers’
contact with civilians. For exumple, as opecrators of the army
postal systom, they very closely ccnsor all correspondence between

11 Woon (1960). Although corporal pumislument is now officially prohibited
in the CCA, numerous reports from recent CCA defectors in Hong Kong confirm
that floggings and other, more cruel, punishments are still used.
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betwoeoen soldiers and civilians.’  No soldier may subseribe through
civil channels to newspapers or periodicals without the approval of
tho political officer. Diaries are required of reportedly all personnel
and examined daily by political personnel.’

Furloughs and cven overnight passes are rare for all personnel,
officers and men alike.”  Even the minority who are married are now
officially discouraged by order of the GPD (promulgated in 1957)
from having their families with them. Visits of families to the post
are rare, mainly because of the expense, inconvenience, and lack of
opportunity for private travel.'* Marriage is diseouraged for buche-
lors.’® I.iaison with prostitutes is forbidden by the military authori-
ties, and the rigorous suppression by the civil authorities of that
profession has reduced the possibility of such contact to almost
negligible proportions.'?

How then do soldiers make that importunt contact with civilinns
which interviews with former CCA personnel—296 Korean War
POWs of 1951-53 and 28 recent escapecs of 1954-57—indicate do
exist? Probably the most frequent and certainly the most regular
face-to-face interaction of soldiers and civilians results from the lack
of a fully developed commissariat in the CCA. The army supplies
only the basic cssontials of daily life. There are no commissary
stores or PXs which sell food, drink, or sundries. The on-post co-ops
ostablished in army units provide only simple stationery supplies
and Communist Party publications. As a consequence, the enlisted
men in almost every unit are organized into a purchasing detail sent
euch day to the loeal market-place. There they purchase such things
as oxtra meat, vegetables, and personal items with pooled funds of the
unit. Since the spring of 1960, the great majority of CCA units
raise virtually all their own meat and vegetables; but mest of the small
unit troops scattered in both rural and urbau pests throughout China
must purchmsoe some supplics in local markets. This daily marketing
probably provides the best opportunity to converse with civilians,
particularly morchants and peddlers; and, as this army purchasing
detail is organized on a strict rotation, it is undoubtedly the most
regular such opportunity.'® That these contacts with civilians at the
market-place are not restricted to commercial transactions is clearly

12 Woon (1960); Lapp (1160),

3 Woon (1960).

1 For furloughs see Chiu (19568), p. 170,

15 For contact with dependents sce Annex 5-B-5.

1s For marriuge seec Annex 5-B-5 and refcrences in footnote 17 below,

17 For CCA morality and prostitution see Snow (1938), pp. 97, 219, 258, 328;
Clair and William Band (1948), pp. 332-37. For recent statements of refugees
that prostitution still flourishes widely except in Peking and Shanghai, see Labin
(1960), p. 316.

18 Woon (1960); SCMP, No. 2316 (12 Aug 1980), pp. 11-12. See also Carlson
(1940), pp. 118-119.
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indieated by reeent reports in the Chinese Communist proess of wide-
sealo “loitering,” “gossiping,” and “flirting” by these very troops.
These press comments point out that these soldiers take the occasion
to remain away from post as long as possible, usunlly the better part
of a morning or afternoon.’® Officers presumably may participate
in marketing; but, as they clearly do not do so on an organized or
rotation basis, their contact is probably much more restricted in both
frequency and regularity.

A tfurther opportunity for peacetime contact of both oflicers and
men with eivilians in Chinn is provided by the participation of army
units in civilian agriculture, industry, and construction projects.
1t is usual for most army units to spend several weeks a year in such
labor, mostly in agriculture.® This is also true of CCA units in the
national minority arvens** This effort is usually contributed all
at one time, but oceasionsally distributed between several periods.
Although this practice is partly an aid to the overall national economy,
its principal purpose seems to be Lo encournge an image of & helpful,
friendly army among the civilians, Although such labor certainly
provides some opportunity for contact of soldiers with civilians, it
does not appear from the SORO interviews that this was the case
st the time of the Korean War. However, the degree to which the
army participates in such labor has greatly increased since that time.
Novertheless, in view of the presumably close supervision of these
labor teams by political personnel and the intermittent character of
this labor, it secins unlikely that close or long-standing relationships
are established in this manner,

In wartime, Chinese armies including both Nationalist and Com-
munist have traditionally used vast numbers of civilian laborers in
their supply and medical services. For at least the near future, the
CCA will dopend mainly on civilian porters beeause of tho shortage
of motor vehicles, the lack of railways and roads, and a deliberate
policy of capitelizing on the ready availability of cheap local mass
labor throughout most of China and its bordering countries. Local
civilians are impressed into this service and replaced by others when
the unit moves on. In Korea, for example, the CCF employed many
Manchurian civilians as horse-curt drivers and stretcher bearers and

1 Pergongl communicution of Stephen Ho. .

% According to dispatches of the official Chinese news agency, NCNA, dated
27 Jan 1961 and 14 Feb 1961, the CCA contribuled 46 million man-days of
labor to the civil economy, 70 percent to agriculture alone during 1960. This
works oul lu be 18 duys per man per year. In 1058 the CCA diverted 59 mitlion
maun-days to the ecivil economy, or 22 days per man per year. Rigg (1960),
p. 71. Bee also SCMP, No. 2311 (5 Aug 1960), p. 16; SCMP, No. 2447 (2 Mar
1961), pp. 2-4; Shenyang Radio, 25 July 1961, 1100 GMT; Alexandrov (1959),
p. 28. Tor an carly account see Rigg (1952), pp. 294-296.

2s Peking Radio, 26 July 1961, 1618 GMT; Peking Radio, 29 July 1961, 1137
GMT. .
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some locally omployed Korean civilians as coolie labor. Wherever
linguistic or other cultural barriers are partly surmounted, some
exchange of information, particularly concerning the current military
gituation, must occur., This suggests that the CCA itself may function
a: @ disseminator of information about military developments to
civilians, particularly rural folk, during a time of fluid troop
movement.®

3 Carlson (1940), p. 62; Rigg (19852), pp. 73-74, 289290,




ANNEX 7
A SURVEY OF POST-KOREAN WAR CCA PERSONNEL

During the data collection phase of Project PROPIN-China on
Taiwan in 1959, 1449 adult Chinese males who had left Mainland
Ching since 1953 were interviewed.  Of this grouping, 28 were former
CCA soldiers.! These men had presumably deserted the CCA and
fled the mainland between 1954 and 1957. Although they answered
a somewhat different questionnaire than that given the 296 former
POWs captured in 1951, many questions were sufficiently similar to
permit comparing this small but recent sample with the larger sample
of CCA Korean War POW veterans.?

As the sumple of 28 recent (i.e., 1954-57) veterans consists entirely
of EM, except for one NCQ, it is treated as comparable only with the
sample of 192 earlier (i.c., 1951) veteran EM.

This annex analyzes the conununication hehavior of tho 28 reecent
veterans and compares this analysis for consistency with that for the
192 earlier EM. The purpose of this comparison is to gauge roughly
the degrece of similarity in communication behavior, whercver
comparable, between the two sumples of CCA personnel.

Beeause of the small size of the 1954-57 sample and the fact that
the questionnaire was not specifically designed for military
respondents, this special analysis is not suitable for a statistical
approach. It is offered, rather, for its impressionistic value.

A. PERSONAL BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS

The major personal background characteristics in which the sample
of recent veterans can be compared with the earlier main sample ? are

1 PROPIN-CHINA Chapters II-B-9, IV-B-3, and Annex 1-E. In the
PROPIN-CHINA analysis, the 28 CCA veteruns were dispersed between two cate-
gorics on the basis of their degree of participation in the communieation process:
26 were combined in analysis with 14 other (non-CCA) soldiers and 81 officials
or policemen; and the remaining two were combined in & residusl grouping
including 2 other (non-CCA) soldiers and 40 persons representing somc 8 occu-
pational types. Consequently, it was neeessary for the purpose of this annex to
perform an additional analysis of the recent sample of CCA soldiers alone.

2 For English versions of the two questiounaires given the Korean War and
post-Korean War samples respectively see PROPIN-CCA, Annex 8, and
PROPIN-CHINA Annex 2.

3 Annex 2.
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detailed in Table D) at the end of this annex. These points and others
of interest are bricfly as follows:

In age, the recent sample of voeterans averages 4 years older than
the earlier EM sample and nearly 11 years older than the EM of
today. Ilowever, age as such did not appear from analyses of the
earlicr sample to be a major indicator of ecommunication behavior.
Therefore tho marked difference in age between the two samples
probably does not greatly affcet their comparuability regarding
communication bohavior. ‘

The memory interval, the mean number of yvears between leaving
nctivoe sorvice in the CCA and the time of the interviews by SORO,
differs by some 5 years between the two samples. Again it is the
researcher’s impression that this factor did not materially uifect the
responses of cither of the two CCA samples or of the Chinese civilian
saumple, whose memory interval ranged from less than 1 up to 6 years.

Differences betweon the two samples in terms of formal education
and religious affiliation appear insignificant. The two samples also
seem quite similar in torms of geographical dispersion, although the
questionnaires are only approximate in their geographical queries,
Regarding occupation prior to CCA scrvice, the fact that the great
majority of recent veterans were professional soldiers is perhaps an
index of sample bias, as they may be among the CCA types most likely
to be disaffected and seck refuge abroad.

B. COMMUNICATION BEHAVIOR

Tho major communication characteristics in which the sample of
recent veterans can be compared with the earlier sample * are detuiled
in Table E. These points and others of interest are briefly as
follows:

The entire samplo of 2,075 recent refugees was analyzed in terms
of “disseminator types’”: Key Communicators, Communicators, and
Nulls, depending on their degree of participation as disseminators
of news and information.® There was no inquiry into the disseminator
types of the earlier sample; hence the two CCA samples are not
comparsble in this regard. However it is possible to compare the

+ Annexes 1, 3.

& See PROPIN-CHINA, Chapter V. Each respondent was described in terms
of the number of persons outside his immediate family who came to him regularly
each week for news and information. The three types derived from this eriterion
are:

Key Communicator=8 or morg porsons
Communicator =1 to 5 persons
Null =0 personsy

108




28 CCA vetorans with others of the PROPIN-China sample, as, for
example:

CCA yota=28 Males | Females| ‘I'otal
Disseminator typo . w1,449 | =626 | =~2075

porcent | percent | peicont
Numbor| Porcont

Key Commiunieator.. .. . ______________ 2 7 8 2 b
Communieator_ . __ .. _________._.._ 14 50 44 23 38
Null. . el 12 43 49 75 87

Totals. - e e 100 99 100 100

It may be observed above that the distribution of the recent
veterans among disseminator types closely parallels that of all males
in the sample of civilians, Even if onc could confidently generalize
to the mass of CCA soldiers today, it would be rash to speculate as to
the implications rogarding word-of-mouth communication networks
in the CCA. If such a distribution exists in the CCA it would verify
the earlier (Annex 3-E) conclusions about the oxistence of a type of
friondship notwork in the CCA; that is, it would indicate that small
cliques exist. Howover, as it does not indicate the degree of isolation
or interaction between either cliques and cliques or cliques and
individuals, nothing can be concluded from these data about informa-
tion diffusion rates through the CCA.

Rogurding sources of information about events in Ching while the
respondents were in China, both samples gave very similar answers.
In cach sample more respondents mentioned word-of-mouth both as
a source and as the most important source than all other sources
takon together. The newspaper, the second most important source,
was of substantially equal importance for both samples. Radio,
personal observation, and official Communist indoctrination meetings
were minor sources for both groupings. ,

Rogarding their sources of information about events outside China,
the recent veterans responded as follows:

All sources Source of most
- information
Type of sourco
Num- |Pereont| Num- | Percont
ber ber
Word-of-mouth._ ___ ... 21 75 20 71
NeWSPAPOT - e oo oo e e am s i0 36 3 11
Communist mectings_ .. _. O 3 11 3 11
Radio. o i 0 0 0 ¢]
Reeeived no information .. _..._ 2 7 2 7
Toluls (N=28)__ . ... *) * 28 100

*Not additlve becauso of multiple responses.
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Again, word-of-mouth was listed both as a source and as the most
important source by more of the recont veterans than all other sources
taken togother.

In addition to these sources of information, 8 (or 299) of the 28
recent veterans mentioned Nationalist leaflets as a source of informa-
tion and/or a topic of conversation. This rather large percentage of
responses is particularly noteworthy because the questionnaire did
not specifically touch this point, the references arising spontaneously
in answer to certain open-end questions,

All 28 of the recent veterans were asked il they had ever heard a
foreign radio browndeast. A single veteran said he had listened, but
only once, to the Voice of Free China (Tuipei) on short-wave.

In regard to the occupations of their principal word-of-mouth in-
formants about events in China, both samples gave closely similur
answers. In faet, while [cllow EM were the principal informants for
nearly half the EM, civilians wore principal informants for about
one-fourth,  In addition, 9 of the 28 mentioned another, or sec-
ondary, informant. Of these nine, five were civilians. By specific
occupation of the 13 ecivilinns mentioned as either primary or
sceondary informants:

5 wore manual Inborers,

5 were Communist officials or cadres,
2 were peasants, and

1 was o miner.

The frequency with which respondents met their principal inform-
ants for discussion was similar for both samples.

The quality of the information reccived from prineipal informants
was generally similar for both samples. That is, it was usually
novel, recent, accurate, unofficial, clundestine, and varied in topies.

C. CONCLUSIONS

The marked similarity between the two samples of CCA personnel
gives greater confidence in the representativeness of responses on
communication behavior despite the great divergence between these
samples in terms of biased motives: the earlier sample being men who
chose surrender against death in battle in Korea and subsequently
oxercised a limited freedom of choice to accept repatriation to Taiwan
rather than Mainland Chins; the later sample being men who deliber-
ately deserted the CCA in peacetime and sought asylum on Taiwan.

A further analysis of the recent veterans was made in terms of the
recency of their experience in the CCA. TFor this purpose they were
divided into two groupings: the 12 who came out in 1957 and the 16
who left in 1954-56. Theso two groupings were then compared in
terms of all responses. Both groupings were virtually the same in all
particulars of background and communication behavior. ¥or this
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reason the recent samplo substentintes tho up-duling to 1957 of the
communication behavior of the earlior sumple and does not merely
provide insight on the gross poriod of 1954-57,

Table D. Compuarisons Between The Two PROPIN-(!(CA Samples

Background charaoteristics Samples
1054-57 1051
Madn eategories Sub-catogories Veteranss POowW
EM?b
Age on leaving CCA_...._. Mean age in years.._ . _.__ . 30 26
Agerange of 909, . _ _ 23-36 18-37
Memory interval (incan No. years between leaving CCA
and interview) . _______.____ . ._.__._. - 3 8
Number| Porcent | Percent
Year left CCA_____________ 1951 e 0 0 100
1984 . 9 32 0
1965 e 2 7 0
1966 . ceoaaa b 18 0
1967 el 12 43 0
Edueation. .. ... _..._._. None. _ oooooooaa . 7 25 16
Primary______________.._. 12 43 60
Middle.. ... ..___..__. 9 32 24
University.. - oo 0 0 1
Pre-CCA occupation. ..__.. Professional soldier. . _____ 22 79 49
Peasant. . ... ... 4 14 22
Merchant. .o oo oo 1 4 7
Teacher_ ______________.__ 1 4
Other. .. .. 0 0 } 22
Religion.. .. .. ..o.C None....owoooo... 13 46 34
Buddhist_ . _.____._._ . ___ 5 18 41
Protestant. . ... __.__.__..___ 5 i8 -3
Confucianist - _.__...____. 4 14 12
Taoist .- . _____________ 2 7 7
Catholic (Roman)......... 1 4 2
Regional residence~_..._... Yangtse lowlands___...___. 11 39 22
North China plains________ 8 30 29
Szechuan_ .o ... ____. 5 18 23
South eoast. _______._.__._.._ 4 14 7
Manchuria. . ... ____ 0 0 4
Other_ oo .. 0 0 15

See footnotes st foot of table E.
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Table E. Comparisons Belween The Two PROPIN-CCA Samuples
Communicution characieristies Samples
1054-57 1051
Veterans Pow
Main coiegories Sub-categorles EM*®
Number| Pereent | Percent
All information sources | Word-of-mouth. .. .. ..... 23 82 a7
about cvents in China | Newspaper. .- ... _.__... 14 50 40
while in China. Tadio. . ... ____._.__ 1 4 2
Personal observation, ete_ ... 1 4 20
Souree of most information | Word-of-mouth. ......._... 20 71 81
about ecvents in Ching | Newspaper_ . ____.____.__ v 25 16
while in China, Radioe e 0 0 0
Personal observation, ete. .- 1 4 3
QOconpntion of prineipal in- | EM______________________ 15 54 46
formant about events in | Civilian. .. _..____.._____. g 29 21
hina while in China. Officer______ . _______.___.. 3 11 12
Politieal officer__ _____.._._ 1 4 oo
NCO. e 1 4 14
Civilianinarmy___________ 0 0 b
Frequeney_ oo ooeo ... Daily. . 10 38 36
Several times a week. .. _.__ b5 19 31
Weekly. ... ... 0 0 10
Tessoften. - oo onn o 7 27 22
Irregularly_ ..o _.___.__ 4 16 1
Novelty of information. ____ New o 13 52 69
Both newandold_._.._._. 5 20 21
Old. oo 7 28 10
Truth of information.____.. Usually true__________.___ 14 b4 59
Usgunlly faise_ ... .______ 3 12 11
Don't kmow____.____.__.__ 9 35 29
Recency of events discussed.| Within & fortnight.__.__.__ 13 2 55
Both within and more..._. 6 24 14
More than a fortnight . .___ 6 24 a1
Informution sometimes of | Not Available_ . __._____.___ 13 50 48
type not available from | Available. .. .. __...__ 13 50 52
government newspapers
or radio.
Notes. Al pereentages are aporoximate.

» The numbher of respondonts varies from 25 to 23.  Oseasfonal single “no responses” are omitted from the
tables: multiple responses are counted separately for each occurrence. The two “Key Communicators”
wero not asked certafn questions about thelr communication behavior and are accordingly omitted from

caleulation of these quostions,

b Porcentages generally based on an N of 192 although oceasional “no responses’ are omitted if they total

less ihan 6 pereent.

112




ANNEX 8
QUESTIONNAIRE (ENGLISH RETRANSLATION)
(Note. Copies of the Chinese translation used in the interviews and
the original English edition of this questionnaire, adwminisicied to 256

former CCA pergonnel on Taiwan in June 1959, are on file at the Special
Operations Research Office.)
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PROJECT PROPIN—[Special]
FACE SHEET
1A. Serial number of Respondent J

1B. Name of Interviewer = ________.

Date of Interview ..

Location of Interview ...

Dialeet used in Interview ‘ .

Name of Superviser ...

SORO Staff Member -l

Name of Translator ...

Time begun [interview] - ___...
Time ended [interview] .__..___

INSTRUCTIONS [to the Interviewer]:

1. Read Intreduction aloud to respondent.

2. Ask each of the questions and record the verbatim answer of the
respondent in the space provided below each quostion. Supple-
montary instructions are appended to some of the following
questions.

COMMENTS [of the Interviewer]:

NS oW
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INTRODUCTION

Now I will ask you questions about how you got news and to whom
you talked about events when you wore in the Bandit Army*. We
need to get this information from each person we talk to so that we
can learn how peoplo differ in the ways they get information. Your
nume will not be used in connection with any of your answers and any
information you give will be kept in strict confidencs by your govern-
ment and the Americans who are working with us,

If you fecl that you do not understand any question which is asked,
ploase mention this to your interviewer and he will explain exactly
what information is being asked for.

*Tho Chincse translation consistently rendered the original “CCEF"” by the
term fei-chin, * Bandit Army.” On Taiwan, this is virtually both the universally
understood and mandatory usage.
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SPECIAL QUESTIONNATRE

1. When you were in the Bandit Army, stationed in Mainland China,
how did you find out what was happening in other parts of China?
You relied on:

(1) Rade  ____.._.

(2) Newspapers  ____._...

(8) Conversation with other people _.___.__

(4) Other methods (Specifly) ...

Iustructions: 1f more than one source of information is given in
question 1, ask question 2. If only one source of
information is mentioned, read instruction following
question 2 and proceed with interview,

2, From what source did you obtain mast of your information?

(1) Radie  ____._..

(2) Nowspapers — ..__..._

(3) Other people _.______

(4) Other (Specify) - __.

Instructions: If other pcople were mentioned in response to
question 1, ask question 3. If othor people were
nui inentioned, skip to question 5.

3. Who were these people from whom you found out what was
happening in other parts of China? '

Instructions: If only one type of person is mentioned in answer
i0 question 3, skip to questien 5. If more than
one type of porson is mentioned in answer to
question 3, ask question 4.

4. ¥rom which of these people did you learn most about what was
happening in other parts of China?

Instructions: If member of the Bandit Army other than the

- political officer, is mentioned in response to question
4, skip to question 6. If the political officer or
persons other than Bandit Army personnel are
nentioned in response to question 4, ask question 5,
5. Excluding the political officer, from whom did you learn most
about what was happening in other parts of China?
6. What was the rank of this person from whom you got news about
events in other parts of China?

Tnstructions: If this porson is a civilian (non-Bandit Army
personnel), record his occupation. Then skip to
question 8,
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o~y

. What was the military specialty of this person?
. To what ethnic group did this person belong?

(1) Chinese [Han] _.._____
(2) Manchu  _..__._.
3) Mongol — __......
(4) Tibetan  _______.
(8) Turk Tui}  _._._.__.
(6) Other (Specily) .. _..-_

9. To what religion did this persou inelino?

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.
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(1) Catholic (Roman) .___.___.
(2) Protestant  _____._._
(3) Muslim  _______
4) Buddhist  __.._____
(6) Taoist L ...
(6) Other (Specify) __.__._.
(7) None  _____._.
Was this person:
(1) In his young years __.__.__.
(2) In his green years __._____
(8) In his middle years . ______
(4) In his old years  _.______
How was this person regarded by the other members of your unit?
(1) Highly regarded s
(2) Highly regarded by some and not highly by others ___._.__.
3) Poorly regarded L .
Where did this person obtain the information he told you?
Instructions: If anothor person is mentioned in answer to
question 12, ask question 13, otherwise skip to
question 14,

Who was this other person?

(1) Age ..

(2) Military specialty - __..__.

(3) Rank . ...

4) Ethnic group  _._.._-.

(5) Religion — ______..

How often did you obtain information from this person?

(1) Bveryday -_._.__.

(2) Several times a week ____. -

(3) Onece a week e

(4) At longer intervals _.___.___

Was the information you got from this person usually about:
(1) Things you were not very familiar with ...

(2) Things you already knew R




16. Was the information you heard from this person usually about:
(1) Things thnt happened one or two weeks prior to
your conversation
(2) Things that happened before that time ... ___.
17. Did you think the information you obtained from this person was
usually accurate?
1) Yes  _______
2) No  __._._._
3) Don’t know __._._.__._
18. Toll me what this person usually talked to you about?
(1) Political affeirs — ________
(2) Economic problems . ___
(3) Military information — ________
(4) Religious problems — ____.___
(5) Information about friends or relatives - _._ . __
(6) Other things (Specify) ...
19, Did this person who told you the most information sometimes
discuss things which were not mentioned over the radio or in the
newspapor?
(1) Yes _._....__
(8 No -_......
Instructions: If answer to question 19 is “yes,” ask question 20.
If answer to question 19 is ‘‘no,”” skip to question 21,
20. What information did he discuss with you that was not montioned
in the newspupoers or over the radio?
21. Did this person who told you the most information sometimes
discuss things which, in your opinion, the Communist regime* would
not want soldiers to hear?
(1) Yes .. _._...
2) No .___..._.
22. Where did you converse with this person whe told you the most
information?
Instructions: If more than one place is mentioned in response to
question 22, ask question 23. If only one place is
mentioned, skip to question 24.
23. At which one of these places did you usually converse with this
person who gave you the most information?
24. Did this person, I mean the person who gave you the most infor-
mation, usually talk to you privately or did he talk to you and other
people at the same time?
(1) Talked to me privately ...
(2) Talked to me and other people at the same time ________

*The term “Communist regime” was correctly translated into Chinese as
Kung-lung cheng-ch'uen,
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23. At what time did you usually meot this person al that place?

(1) During duty howrs  _ . _

(2) During off-duty howrs ________
26. Did you feel the news and information you obtained from this
person, I mean the person who told you the most information, was
moro relinble than the information you obtained from other sources,
or did you feel that it was less relinble?

(2) Less reliable ._______
27. Why did you fecl that way?
28. When you were on active duty in Koren, how did you find out
what was happening on the Chinese Mainland?

(1) Radio  ______._

(2) Newspapers — ___..____

(3) Other people ...

(4) Other (Specify) —oo___.__

Instructions: If more than one source of information is given in
answer to question 28, ask question 23. 1f only
one source is mentioned, then read the instruction
following question 29 and proceed accordingly.

29. The source from which you obtained the most information was:

(1) Radio  .o._.._..

(2) Newspapers oo

(3) Other people —_..____

(4) Other  ____.._.

Instructions: If other people were mentioned in response to
question 28, ask question 30. If other people wore
not, mentioned, skip to question 32,

30. Who wore these people from whom you learned what was happen-
ing on the Chincse Mainland?

Instruetions: If only one type of person is mentioned in answer to
question 30, skip to questien 32. If more than one
person is mentioned in answer to question 30, ask
question 31,

31. From which of these people did you learn most about what was
happening on the Chiness Mainland?

Instructions: If a member of the Bandit Army other than the
political officer, is mentioned in response to quéstion
31, skip to question 33. If the political officer or
s person other than Bandit Army personnel is
mentioned, then ask question 32.

32. Excluding the political officer, from whom did you learn most
about what was happening in Mainland China?
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33.

Was Uhis the sainoe person we tulked about before, I mean the one

who gave you the most information about events in China before
you were sent to I{orca?

Instructions: If answer to question 33 is “yos,” skip to question
52.
If answer to question 33 is ‘‘no,” proceed with
quoestion 34.

34a. What was the rank of this person?

Instructions: If this person is & civilian (non-Bandit Army
personnel), record his occupation.” Then skip to
question 35.

34b. What was the military spocialty of this person?

35.

37.

38.

39.

To what othnic group did this person belong?
(1) Chinese [Han] ..._....
(2) Manchu  __._____.
3) Mongol — _._..._.
(4) Tibetan __._..._
6) Turk Hui] ...
(6) Other (Specify) .._..___

. To what religion did this person incline?

(1) Catholic (Roman) ........
(2) Protestant  ________
(3) Muslim  __......
(4) Buddhist  __._____.
(56) Taoist  ____._..
(6) Other (Specify)  ______..
(7) None I
Was this person:
(1) In his young years __.____.
(2) In his green years ________
(3) In his middle years ________
(4) In his old years  ________
How was this person regarded by the other members of your unit?
(1) Highly regarded ...
(2) Highly regarded by some and not highly regarded
by others o eeidees
(3) Poorly regarded ...
Where did this person obtain the information he told you?
Instructions: If another person is mentioned in answer to ques-
tion 38, ask question 40, otherwise skip to question
41.
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40. Whe was this other perean?
1) Age .
(2) Military specialty - _____.
3) Rank ...
(4) LBthnic group ...
(5) Religion  _.___ ...
41. How often did you obtuin information from this person?
(1) Every day ...
(2) Several times o week ... _
(3) Once a week .. ___
(4) At longer intervals - __.._.__
42, Was the infermation you got from this person usually about:
(1) Things you were not very familiar with ________
(2) Things you already knew — ________
. Was the information you heard from this person usually about:
(1) Things that happened one or two weeks prior
to your conversation  ________
(2) Things that happened before that time . __
44. Did you think the information you obtained from this person
was usually accurate?
(1) Yes ...
(2) No ...
{3) Don't know ________
45. Tell me what this person usually telked to you about:
(1) Political affairs ~ ________
(2) Economic problems — _______.
(3) Military information ~ __...___
(4) Religious problems  ______..
(5) Tnformation about friends or relatives ________
(6) Other things (Specify) = . __._
46. Did this person who told ycu the most information sometimes
discuss things which, in your opinion, the Communist regime would
not want soldiers to hear?
(1) Yes - _.___
(2) No _._..._. : .
47. Where did you converse with this person who gave you the most
information?
Instructions: If more than onc place is mentioned in response ,
to question 47, ask question 48. If only one place
is mentioned, skip to question 49a.

4

o]
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48, At which one of these places did you usually converse most often
with this person who gave you the most information?
49a. Did this person, I mean the person who gave you the most
information, usually taik to you privately or did he talk to you and
other pcople at the same time?
(1) Talked to me privately — ________
{2) Talked to me and other people né the same time __.. ..
48b. At what time did you usually meet this person at that place?
(1) During duty hours  __.______
(2) During off-duty hours —._._.__
50. Did you feel the news and information you obtained from this
porson, I mean the person who told you the most information, was
more reliable than the information you obtained from other sources,
or did you feel that it was less reliable?
(1) More reliable . ... ..
(2) Less reliable ...___.._
51. Why did you feel that way?
52. When you were on active duty in Korea, how did you usually
learn about the militery situation?*
(1) From the Political Officers @ = ....o___
(2) From the military (non-military)** officers ...._...
(3) From the non-commissioned officers .. ___..__
(4) From enlisted men L _____
(56) From UN leaflets . ...
(6) From UN loudspeakers .. ____.
(7) Other (Specify) ..
Instructions: If more than one source of information is given in
answer to question 52, usk question 53. If only
ouo source is mentioned, skip to question 54.
53. The source from which you obtained the most information was:
(1) Political Officers __..__..
(2) Officers s
(3) Non-commissioned officers -_______
(4) Enlisted men  ____.._.
(56) UN leaflets = coceee-
(6) UN loudspeakers - .__..
(7) Other (Specify) @ -—oo__--
*The intention that the question specify “the current military situation"” was
overlooked in the Chinese translation.
**Misprint for *‘(nonpolitical)’’ in Chinese translation. This error was cor-
reeted by verbal instructions to the intervicwers prior to interviewing,
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d4a. Recall when you were in Korea the one porson, other than the
political officer, from whom you got mest information shout the
military situation.  Was this the same person we discussed previously,
i.e., tho one who gave you the most information about Mainland
China, while you were still in China?
) Yes . _____
(2) No _______.
Insiructions: If answer to question 54a is “no,” ask question 54b.
If answer to question 54a is “‘yes,” skip to question
74.
54b. Was this tho same person who gave you the most information
about Mainland China, while you wera in Korea?
(1) Yoes - __.___
@2 No ...
Instructions: If answer to question 54b is “yes,” skip to guestion
74. I answer to question 54b is “no,” procced to
quesiion 55.
56a. What was the rank of the person who gave you the most informa-
tion about the military situation while you were in Korea?
55bh. What was bis military specinlty?
56, To what ethnie group did this person belong?
(1) Chinose {Hanj ________
(2) Manchu  _______.
3) Mongoel — __..._._
(4) Tibetan _____.___
(5) Turk [Hui]  -....___
(6) Other (Speeily) - ...
57. To what religion did this person incline?
(1) Catholic (Roman) _.......
(2) Protestant  _.__....
3) Muslim  _.._..._.
(4) Buddhist .. __
(5) Taoist  _.__.._.
(6) Other (Specify) ......-.
(7) Nonme  _____...
58. Was this person:
(1) In his young years ____.._.
(2) In his green years .....__.
(3) In his middle years .. _....
(4) In his old years  _._____.
95. How was this person regarded by the other members of your unit?
(1) Highly regarded ...
(2) Highly regarded by some and not highly regarded
by others s
(3) Poorly regarded ..
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60. Where did this person obtain the information he told you?
Instructions: If another person is mentioned in answer to quesiion
60, ask question 61.  Otherwise skip to question 62.
61. Who was this other person?
1) Age ...
(2) Military spocialty ... __
3) Rank ...
(4) KEthoie group ...
(5) Religion . ____
62. How often did you obtain information from this person?
(1) Every day ...
(2) Soveral times & week ... __ ..
@3) Ones a week .. _._._
(4) At longer intervals _.______
63. Was the information you got from this person usually about:
(1) Things you were not very funiliar with ________
(2) Things you already knew ..
64. Was the information you heard from this person usually about:
(1) Things that happened one or two weeks prior to
your conversation . ___
(2) Things vhat happened before that time . __.
65. Did you think the information you got from this person was
usually true?
1) Yes oLl
2) No = ...
3) Don’t know ..._._._
66. Tell me what this person usually talked to you sbout.
67. Did inis person who was your main source of information some-
times talk to you about things which, in your opinion, the government
would not want soldiers to hear?

@) No _...__..
68. Where did you converse with this person who told you the most
information?
Instructions: If more than one place is mentioned in answer to
question 68, ask question 69, If only one place is
mentioned, skip to question 70,
69. At which one of these places did you usually converse with this
person who gave you the most informetion?
70. Did this person, I mean the person who gave you the most infor-
mation, usually talk to you privately or did he talk to you and other
people at the same time?
(1) Talked to me privately — ________
(2) Talked to me and other people at the same time ___.___.
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71. At what time did you ususally meet this person at the place?

(1) During duty howrs .. _____

(2) Dwing off-duty hours ____.._.
72. Did you foel that news and information you obtained from this
person, I mean the person who told you the most information, was
more relinble than the information you obtained from other sources,
or did you feol that it was less reliable?

(1) More reliable - _______

(2) Liess reliablo ....._..
73. Why did you feel that way?
74. When you wers in the Bandit Army in Korea did you ever seo
a UN leaflot or other UN written messago?

(1) Yes -oo_.._.

@2 No .oo___

Instructions: If answer to question 74 is “yes,” nsk question 75.

If answer is “no,” skip to question 84.

75. Recall the leaflot which made the deepest impression and still
stands out_in your memory. What were the circumstances under
which you saw this leaflet?
76. What did you do with the leafiot after you saw ii?
77. Did you mention the coutents of this leaflet to anyone other
than the political officer?

(1) Yes oo

2) No _._____.

Instructions: If answer to question 77 is “yes,” ask question 78.

If answer is ‘“no,” skip to question 86.*

78, What was the rank of the person to whom you mentioned the
contents of the leaflet?
79. What was his military specialty?
80. T'o what ethnic group did this person belong?

(1) Chinese [Han] _.__._._

(2) Manchu  ._______

(3) Mongol  _.___...

(4) Tibetan  _..__._.

(5) Turk [Hui]  __._._._

(6) Othor (Speeify) -._____

*The instructions “skip to question 86" should have read *skip to question

84" This error was only belatedly corrected by verbal instructions to the
interviewors.

126



81. To what religion did this person incline?

(1) Catholic (Roman) ____.___

(2) Protestant ____.._.

(3) Muslim  ________

(4) Buddhist __.__._.

(8) Taoist ___....

(6) Othor (Specify) ----o_--

(7) Nono = aoeaos
82. Was this person:

(1) In his young years ____.__.

(2) In his green years _._..__.

(3) In his middle years -..._--.

(4) In his old years  .._..__.
83. How was thig person regarded by the other members of your unit?

(1) Highly regarded ~ ceeeaa-

(2) Highly regarded by some and not highly regarded

by others ————————

(3) Poorly regarded ~ acceaaa
84. Did anyone mention to you that he had obtained a leaflet?

(1) Yes o .__.

(2) No ____....

Instructions: If respondent answers “yes,” to question 84, ask

question 85, otherwise skip to question 86.

85. Who wus this person?

(1) Age ..

(2) Military specialty ...~

8) Rank ...

(4) Ethnic group — oc-cceea-

(5) Religion ...
86. When you were in the Bandit Army in Korea did you ever hear a
UN loudspoaker message?

{1) Yes -.o__-_.

2) No wenuno-

Instructions: If answer to question 86 is “yes,” ask question 87.

If answer is ‘“‘no,” skip to question 94.

87. Recall the UN loudspeaker broadcast which made the deepest
impression and still stands out in your memory. What was the
military situation at the time you heard it?
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88. Did you montion this loudspeaker message to anyone other than
the political officor?
(1) Yes -curenco
@) No ._____.__
Tustructions: If answer to question 88 is “yes,” ask question 89.
If answer is “no,”” terminate this schedule and begin
Respondoent’s Personsl Data Form. *
89. What was tho rank of the person to whom you mentioned the
loudspeaker messago? :
40. To what ethnic group did this person belong?
(1) Chinese [Han} _...__..
(2) Manchu  ___.___.
(3) Moagol ...
{4) Tibetan ________
(5) Turk [Hui] ...
(6) Other (Specify) _.o_____
91, To what religion did this person belong?
(1) Catholic (Roman) _.....__
(2) Protestant R,
@) Muwslim  _______.
(4) Buddhist ...
(6) Taoist  _.__....
(6) Other (Specify)  ooeooo-.
(7) None  Luaio--
02. This person was:
(1) In his young years ___.....
(2) In his green years  .._o_..___
(3) In bis middle years .. _.____
(4) In his old years  ________
93. How was this person regarded by the other members of your umt‘?
(1) Highly regarded L ...
(2) Highly regarded by some and not highly regarded
by othees ..
3) Poorly regarded =~ ool
94, Did anyone mention to you a loudspeaker messuge that he had
heard?
(1) Yes ...
) No ... oo :
Instructions: If answer to ques'mon 04 is “yes,” ask question 95.
If answer is “no,” terminate schedule and start
Background Data Form.

*The instructions “terminate this . . . Form’ should have read “skip to ques-
tion 94.” This error was oniy belatedly corrected by verbal instructions to the
intervicwers.
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05. Who was this person?
(1) Age  ceeeaaea
(2) Mililary specialty ...
(3 Rank ..
(4) Ethnie group - ooo...
() Religion  _______. '
Instructions: Proceed to Respondent’s Personal Data Form.

RESPONDENT’S PERSONAL DATA FORM

Instructions: Read to respondent:
“Now T shall ask you & few more questions about yourself and
then this interview will be finished.”

1. In what year were you born? '

2. What was the last regular place of residence where you lived for

over [live years before you joined the Bandit Army? Please tell me.

thie namo of the city, market-town, or the village and the name of
the province,

3. When you lived in this Province, was your regular place ol' resxdence
most of the time a ecity, market-town, or a village?. :

(y City ..

(2) Markot-town ____.____

3) Village _.______.

4, What was your main occupuaiion before you served in the Bandit
Army?
5. To what ethnie group do you belong?

(1) Chinese [Han] __._.____

2) Manchu ________

(3) Mongol  _.______

(4) Tibetan ________

(5) Turk [Hui] e

(6) Other (Specily) ...__._.

8. To what religion do you incline?

(1) Catholic (Roman) ..__._..

(2) Protestant ______...

(3) Muslim  ___..__..

(4) Other (Specily) __..___.

(5) None  _.____..

Instructions: Check the approprinte item on the basis of the
respondent’s answer. If answer of the respondent
is “none or other”’, ask question 7, otherwise skip
to question 8.

7. Wore you primarily » follower of Confucian, Taoist or Buddhist
teachings?

(1) Conlucianist _._____._

(2) Taoist ... ... __

(3) Buddhist  .__.....
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8. When you lived on the Mainland, what kind of education did you
have?
(1) No edueation  ______._
(2) Primary school education — ________
(3) Middle school education ...
(4) Collego oducation ...
(5) By private tutor loss than 5 years ________
(6) By private tutor 5 yoars or more __.___._
9. T'or Liow many yeurs did you serve in the Bandit Army?
10. With what kind of military unit did you serve?
11. What was your rank?
12, What was your military specialty?
(If political officer, please state.)
13. (a) While a member of the Bandit Army were you also & member
of the Communist Party or other Communist Party organizations?*
(1) Yes ...

(b) Whit':h group(s) did you belong to?

¥The term ‘‘Communist Party’’ was correctly rendered in the Chinese transla-
tion by Kung-ch’'an-tang,
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Table 1. Age of Ranks at Capture (1951)

+ Rtanks
Ago In yoars EM NCOs= Offcers
Number| Percont | Number| Percent | Number| Percont
14-17 e g 4.2 0 0o 0 0.0
18-22 e 46 | 24. 1 15 1 36. 6 16 26, 4
2327 e e 71 1 37. 2 16| 39. 0 28 | 44.4
283 e 441 23.0 81 19. 8 13 20. 6
3837 e ——————n 16! 84 2 4.9 3 4.8
38-42 e 6l 3.1 0 0.0 3 4.8
Totals. e . *161 {100. 0 41 1100. 0 63 | 100. 0
Mean agein years ... ____._._ 25.9 |_.... 24.6 {...... 26.0 |- _..--
Note. *One EM omlited from calculations because age is unknewn,
Table 8. Occupational Backgrounds of Ranks
Ranks
Ocoupation EM NCOs Officors
Number| Percont { Numbor| Percent | Number| Percont
Soldier (Nationalist) ... ...ooo oo 91 | 47.4 221 83.7 20| 46.0
Peasant.. . oL 41| 21. 4 3 7.3 7 1.1
Student.. ... 20 10. 4 7 17. 1 13 20. 6
Merchant. . oo 13 6.8 3 7.3 9 i4. 3
Government Offieial __..___.____ i} 3.1 1 2.4 1 1.6
Laborer. oo 5 2.6 2 4.9 1 1.6
Other. e 9 4.7 2 4.9 0 0.0
No oceupation.. .o oo 2 1.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Noanswer. . cceececrmccrmnacen- 5 2.6 1 2.4 3 4.8
Totals. . oo L. 192 | 100. 0 41 | 100.0 63 | 100.0
Table 8. Educational Level of Military Ranks
Ranks
Edueation EM ‘NCOs Offlcers
Number| Porcout | Number Porcont | Number| Percent
No schooling.. .o oo coma s 31 16. 1 3 7.3 2 3.2
Primary_ oo . 116§ 59.9 16 | 39.1 27 42,9
Middle- .o cme e 45 23.5 21 61. 2 30| 47.6
University . e cmceccnan 1 0.5 1 2.4 4 6.3
Totals. o 192 { 100. 0 41 | 100.0 63 | 100. 0
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Table 6. Bources of Information About China for All Respondents While in China

All sources Source of most infor-
mation
Bources

Number Percont Numbsr Porcont
Radio. oo e o el 12 4.1 1 0.3
NeWsSpAPOrs. oo e 141 47. 6 61 20. 6
Word-of-mouth_. ____._________________. 283 95. 6 222 75. 0
Othor*™® _ _ . e 54 18. 8 10 3.4
NO aNSWOr - oo e 0 0.0 2 0.7
Totals_ . ool (298) (® 206 100. 0

Note. - *Multiple (490) responses render percontages non-additive.
**Typical answers in the resldual category inelnda:

“I witnessed things myself” (Respondent #9; also #8, 10, 11, 14, etc.),

““Political offlcers always gave lectures in faver of the Communists.” (#12; also #18, 17, otc.).

Table 6. Sources of Information About China for Educational Groupings in China

No schooling Primary Middle University
Sources

Nuinber| Porcsnt | Number| Percent | Number| Percent | Number| Peroent
Radio- o ooeoaoooo..- 1| 28 4f 2.5 4] 4.2 3| 50,0
Newspapers_.__.___. 8] 222 67 | 42. 4 63 | 65. 6 31 .50.0
Word-of-mouth. . ____ 34 | 04. 4 1563 | 9G. 8 901 93.8 61 100.0
Other. ... 11 | 30. 6 311{19.6 12112, 56 Q. 0.0
N @6) . .. ... (188) _____ @6 _____ ()] PR

Note. Percentage columns are not additive hecause of multiple (490) answers.

Table 7. Source of Most Information Aboui China jor Educational Groupings

in China
No achooling Primary Middle University
Sources

Numbar| Percent | Number] Percent | Number| Percent | Number| Peroent

Radioo e e 0 0.0 0| 0.0 1 1.0 0 0.0
Newspapers__._..... 4| 1L 1 17 | 10. 8 3713856 3| 50.0
Word-of-mouih. ... _ 32889 133 | 84.2 54 | 56.3 3 50.0
(0171 0 0.0 8} b5.1 2 21 0 0.0
No answer-._..c.... 0| 00 0} 0.0 21 2.1 0 0.0
Totals. .o oo .- 38 1100. 0 158 |100. 1 96 {100.0 6 | 100.0
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Table 8. Sources of Information Aboui Ching for Ranks in China

M NOO Officors
Bources
Nuntber Porcont Number Percent, Number Percent
Radio. ... oL 3 1.6 2 4.9 7 1.1
Newspapers__________ 76 30. 6 22 83.7 43 68. 3
Word-of-mouth__...__ 186 96. § 39 5.1 58 092.1
Other. oo 40 20. 8 9 2.0 5 7.9
. (1e2) ... (41))-ccn e (63)-ceoo
Note. Porcontago columns nat, additive beeause of multiple (400) answers.
Table 9. Source of Most Information About China for Ranks in China '
Ranks
Bources EM NOOs Officers *
Number Percent Number | Percent Number | Percont
Radio. ... __._. 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.6
Newspapers. ... ...... 30 15. 6 12 20. 3 19 30.2
Word-of-mouth____.__ 155 80. 7 26 63. 4 41 65. 1
Other. ..o .o..... 6 3.1 3 7.3 1 1.6
Noanswer_.__._...__ 1 0.5 , .0 0.0 1 1.6
Totals......._. 92| 99.9 41 | 100.0 63| 100.1
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Vahle 12.  All Types of Persons Functioning as Word-of Mouth Sources of
Information About China for Respondenis in China and Koreo

Respondenis
Sources In Ching In Koroa
Number Pereont Number Percont

EM and NCOs. oo 156 | 2.7 03 314
Officors (politioal) .. . ._._. 138 44. 9 72 24. 3
Officers (MiArY) oo oo e 78 26. 4 28 0.5
Civilians (miscellancous) ... _. ... _.__.... h4 18. 2 8 2.7
Officors (oulbural) .- oo 27 9.1 b 17
Civiliang (farmoers) . _ .. oo 21 6.8 1 0.3
Civilians (relatives) . ... ... .. ... 4 1.4 0 0.0
Civilians (Iaborers) ..o oo oo 2 0.7 1 0.3
Other persons.. - v eoc oo 11 3.7 7 2.4
No word-of-mouth souree..___._.__._____ 13 4.4 20 6.8
Did not get any information about China__ 0 0.0 101 34.1
Noanswer_ __ . . 2 0.7 10 3.4
N o cmceccecman (296) * 2086) (*%

*Poreontages non-additive because of multlgle (501) rosponses
**Porcontages non-additive becauss of multiple (348) responses

Table 13. Word-of-Mouth Sources for Information About China by Ranks in China

Ranks
Sou.rccs. EM NOOs Ofcers

Num- Per- Num- Por- Num- Per-

r cent ber cent ber ceat
EM and NCOS. oo 106 | 65.2| 28|68.3| 22| 349
Officers (military) cuoocoo o= 45 | 23. 4 7117.1 26 41.3
Officers (politienl) oo oo ae et 94 | 49.0 19 | 46.3 20| 3.8
Officers (cultural). . .____ 18| 9.4 5|12.2 4 6.3
Civilians (miscellancous) ... oo 33117.2 8| 19.5 13 20. 6
Civilians (farmers) .. _....____.___. 18] 7.8 0| 00 6 9.5
Civilians (laborers) ... ___._ 2| L0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Civilians (relatives) - oo ___ 1] 0.5 0] 0.0 3 48
Other persons_ - _________._._..___. 7| 3.6 2 49 2 3.2

No answer (13 are no word-of-

mouth) ..o 7] 3.6 3 7.3 5 79
S (192)]-. ... (an|...._. )

Note. Multiple responses (328 by EM, 72 by NOOs and 101 by Ottleers) render percentages non-additivs.

4
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Pable 14. Occupation of Main Informant About China by Ranks in China

EM NOOs Officers Totul respondents

Occupations — —
Number| Percent | Number| Poreent | Number] Parcont (| Number| Percent

EM_ 89 | 46. 4 13 1 31.7 91]143 111 37. 56
NCOs. .. .- 27 | 14.1 121 29.3 8127 47 16. 9
Junior Officers_ - ... 14 7.3 5122 16 | 25. 4 36| 1.8
Senior Officers...n.. - 9 4.7 3 7.3 11§ 17.5 23 7.8
Civilians wfarmy_.. _ - 10 5.2 1| 24 nf 00 11 3.7
Peasants. o ...._.. 18| 9.4 2| 49 6| 95 26 88
Morchantg. ... ... 5 42 2| 4.9 8| 9.6 16 5.4
Other civiligns_ .. ___ 14 7.3 2 4.9 Ji1n1 23 7.8
No answer.......... 3| 16 1] 2.4 0| 00 4 1.4
Totals .. _. 192 1100. 2 41 1100. 0 63 1100. 0 296 | 100. 1

Table 15. Occupation of Main Informant About China of Occupational Groupings

tn China
Profsssional soldiers Peasauts Other civilians
Ocoupation of informant
Number Porcont. Number Peroent Number Percont
Military (inel, civilians
in armMy)ececaccnn-- 115 81.0 42 84.0 70 70. 0
Civillan ..o 27 19.0 8 16. 0 30 30.0
Totalscccuaan. 142 100. 0 50 100. 0 100 100. 0

Note. Four “no answers" on occupation of Informant ars omlited.
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Table 27. Word-of-Mouth Sources of Information Abou! Chine of Kanks While

in Korea

Ranks
Seirca EM NOOs Oillcors

Numbsr| Percont | Numbor) Porecnt | Number] Percent
LM and NCOs_ oo oo 86 | 67.9 13 | 54.2 14| 36.8
Otfieers (political)oeo o oo oe .. 41 | 36.0 12 | 50.0 19} 50.0
Officers (ealtural) oo .. 4| 3.5 1] 42 0 0.0
Officers {roilitary) .. _______. 16 | 140 3112.5 9 23.7
Civilians (miscellanecus). oo 5] 4.4 ol 00 3 7.9
Civiliang (farmers) - o ceceoane oo, 1 .9 ol 00 0 0.0
Civilians (lahorers) ____ ___________ 0| 0.0 0] 0.0 i 2.6
Civilians (relatives) ... oo oo ..__. 0| 00 0} 0.0 0 0.0
ObReLS e e e et e 4 3.5 2 8.3 1 2.6
Noanswer_ ... ____ ... ____. Bl 4.4 21 83 Z 5.3
N e (114} . ... (24)]-acu-- (38)]-—c -

Percentages arc not additive beeause of muitiple answers,

Table 28. Sources of Information About RMilitary Situation While in Korea

All sources Source of most
information
Sources

Number| Percent { Number| Percent
U.N. Loudspeakers._ .. ... ... 224 75. 7 36| 11.8
Officers (politioa)) .o cume ccmc oo 215 | 72. 6 91 30. 7
U.N. Leafleiy, . oo oo 214 72.3 51 22.¢
Officers (military) ... .. ... .. S 149 | 50, 3 52| 17.6
EM . e mcm—————————— 116 | 39.2 31 10. 6
NCOS. o o e e et 72243 12 41
OtRer . e et e 281 9.6 12 41
No BNSWer o oo cccncccaccacancca—- —— o] 00 1 0.3

N mcc e ccccccecceamome————— e (296)| (® (296)] (**)

*Multiple (1,018) responsas rander percentages non-additive,
*¢Multiple (302) responses render percentages non-additive,
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Tuble 30. Ranks of Recipient Talked to About Leaflet by Ranks of Eespondents

Ranks
Ranks of recipionts EM NCOs Oliicors

Num- Tor- Num- Por- Num- Paor-

ber cent Der cont ber cent
EM e e 2] 8t 71 44| 12 52
NCOS. e e 4 8 8 b0 3 13
Officers. .. ... 3] 11 1 6 8 26
Totals. . e 52 100 16 100 23 100

Table 1. Transmission of Leaflet Messages by Fducational Leuel of Respondenis

No schesling Primary Middle and uni- | Totslrespond-
versity ents
Transmission
Num- | Percent | Num- | Percent | Num- | Percent } Num- | Percent
ber her ber ber
Talked. v 9 25.0 42 26. 6 40 39. 2 91 30.7
Did not talk...... 23} 63.9 ) 105 | 66.5 57 55. 9 185 | 62.5
Never saw a leaf-
let. oL 4 11.1 11 7.0 b 49 20 6.8
Totals..... 86 | 100.0 158 | 100. 1 102 | 100. 0 206 | 100.0
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